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PREFACE. 


P** t. line t. read Controverſies. ibid. I. 7. &. new Matter. p. 3. 1.8: 
r. that raſcakly. 


DISCOURSE. 


Pignimns read erat Fudeis. p. 4. |. 12. Ag arm. ibid. 1. 36. r. 
Caroli. p. $. 1. 35. I. ut nonnulli. ibid. 1. 38. r. ari. ibid. 1. 40.1 
for if. p. 11. « 5-p Apoſtolum C i & 206 Gear 4neichrifum. P. 12, . 
r. Mulierts. ibid. |. 38. r. Filii. ibia. L. 39. r. ſubaftas. p. 13-1. 21. rc” Fo 
ibid. 1. 28. r. poſteros. o +; L. 35-r. ty. ibid. I. 41. r. inde. p. 1543.7. 
Dixit, quid mihi tibi et. ibid. 1.4. r. quod - _ _—_— mm Lximiaen. 
ibid. L s. r. veluti. ibid. L 9.7. aduhact delibantur. p. 16. 4 Y 
þ.17.1.7.r. —_— P- 19. 1. 13, x x - L 16. Pypbl, il , as 
r. Nympha. p. 21. 1. 8. r. hath been far. 3b. L 26. r. ow Ins 

L 42. r. altos. 22. |. 33-r. ſuppicier. p. — 3-I. kan 
P- 25- |. 12+ r. calla ſequence 25.7. it is by her. ib. |. 36. r. per manus 
ipfius adminiſtrantur. "9 alt. r. aureum. P. 26. 1. 39. r. than he that is. 
P- 28. 1. 14. r. of his skill, 56.1, 33. r» King, moved him to wrath that he 
threatened. p. 3o. |. 3. r. recalling. 3b. 1. 26.r. of R———I_—_ P.31-ult, 
x. Revelations meant. p. 33. 1. 12. r. who are intreated in rhe Name of the 
King. p.34-1-29. r. of Blood throughour. p. 36. — part 3. 
r. do not mention. Þ. 43+ |. 7. r. non br 

P» 44+ 1. 4©. I. as I have already obſ; dead. p. 51+ |. 36. —_—_ 
P- $2 1. 38. r. and were nor. Ap" L. 13. IF. bonorificentiam qui nobis ſalu- 
tem proſuſione ſui. p- 54- 1- 9. r- great Miracles. Pe 5 $7- |. 4- r. in Teſtimony 


has, Þ. gÞ.% 4. 2 gn ONE of theſe. 3b. 1. 5. r. doubt 
were very. ib. 1. 14. r. portente. ib. l. 22. r. qui eſſent veri Chriſtiani & qui. Rem, ee 
3b. I. 28. r. mirabiliarios. ib-l.3o. r it 


r. ut inducant. P. YO. Io r. Rem, 
ing only for the. p. 64.1. 3o. r. longa fint tempora. 
Authentick. p. 6s. 1. 1. & NING —_ 
L31.r. Grace, who by Nature were. ib. 1. 35. r: whom they aſſerted. p, y 1 
L 12. r. 4n eundum mihi ad Angelos ? ib. [ 13+ Neque per ſeygſos potentes. ib. 
L rs. r. that may reconcile. p. 69. 1. 13. r. geſteverunt. ib. L 15. r. Sax- 
fun Sanftorum. ib. 1. 17.1. Vail ; there he alone of all them. p. 70. l. 27. 
r. quia þs pit vixeruzt. 
Theſe are the groſs Faults of this Piece, befides which are many 0- 
ther ſmaller Errors, nor only literal, but in the Pointing, which 
I have omitred here, and defire the Reader to Correct with his 
Pen. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 
Hereas a Late Paper was Publiſhd, Entituled, 


A Petition, and Propoſals to his Highneſs the 
Friends, it is a ve- 
Printer and Pubjiſher. 


Prince of Orange ; this u to ſatisfie 
ry unjuft Jupeftion ition on me, both 
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TO ALL 
True Pzoteſtants, 
GRACE ad PEACE, Oc. 


BRETHREN, 


HE Controverſie between us of the Reformed Re- 
ligion, and the Synagogue of Rome, have been ſo 
ten debated, and the Authorities on both fides 
0 often produced, that to ſome who are yet Stran- 
gers to the preſent Conſtitution of Affairs, it may ſeem uns 
weceſſary to ſay them over again, and I muſt confeſs that it 
will be ſcarce poſſible to bring forth any Maiter, or if we 
could, it is 7 probable that what can be newly laid 
down as Proof, can { por more than all thoſe Arguments 
that have been uſed and urged in thoſe great Controverfies, 
by Meu Eminert in their Generations for Learning and Pie- 
ty, and who have Bleſſed the World with their Labours in 
a moſt ſignal manner ; but theſe Conſiderations have not diſ- 
—_— me from doing my Duty, becauſe that Experience 
bath taught me, that the ſame Medicaments are with Suc- 
ceſs applied to a retarning or abiding Vleer ; and the Truth 
of it ws, the Miniſters of Chriſt, and Stewards y the Myſte- 
ries of God, muſt be for ever ready to put the Church of God 
in mind of ſuch things as they have already heard, and by 
the ſame Scriptures, and the ſame Arguments endeavour to 
prevent and deftiroy Sin; and by the ſame Authority from 
the Word of God to extirpate Aereſies, which daily are 
Jowed by thoſe curſed Impeſtors of the See of Rome. 
A 2 


beſe 
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Theſe eight or ten years of warm Weather,” did many Tn- 
—_— Showres of ſoft Rain, have made many of their Dam- 
nabl 
Jpread themſelves widely ; and the Conſpirators by their re- 
peated Importune"npudenes, have bad grea Z thve- 
ments to ſeduce jun Countries from their fd edbegce. kd the 
Goſpel of Feſus Chriſt, and they bave had ſome Succeſs u 
on thoſe who have made Gain to be Godlineſs, and their c 
tereſt their God, and have to the utmoſt of their Power and 

Skill, endeavoured to brand and blacken all Men that have 
ſtood in their way ; ſome = have almoſt Rumed, for endea- 
vouring to prevent the Miſchiefs they have ever fince the 
Reſtauration been Plotting and Contriving againſt. our Lives, 
Liberties, and Religion, amongſt which 1 am one, and 
ſhould have been filent under my preſent Oppreſſion, and un- 
juſt Uſage, and given way to others of better Abilities, to 
have defended the C as had I not been provoked to ap- 
pear in Print, 
Some time ſince Mr. Lewis Sabran, who calls himſelf a 
Prieſt of the Society of Jeſus, wrote a ſcurrilous Letter to 
Mr. William Needham, 7» anſwer to a third Letter by 
bim Licenſed, written to him the ſaid Sabran, in the fourth 
Page of which Letter he is pleaſed to uſe theſe words : Hence 
have taken their Riſe, thoſe black unconcionable Calum- 
nies, by which, when they could reach it, they have ta- 
ken away our Lives; to thisend of late years was ſing- 
led out againſt us, the Miniſter Oates: Their Fury being 
now difarmed, they turned the Stream of thoſe Calum- 
nies, on the Catholick Church, by miſrepreſenting her 
Dottrine ; and again, when all the falſe Colours of thoſe 
Miſrepreſentations are wiped of thoſe Slanders, that ſcur- 
rulous Lange fall on them who appear in the Defence 
of thoſe Catholick Truths, for which double Service, the 
Miniſter G---- ſeems to have been ſingled out ; they are 
both equally well qualified for the purpoſe, A 

tacr 


e Hereſies like Weeds, to take. Root greatly, and to, 
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ther-can bluſh. 7hus far Mr. Sabran, who falling ſo fauly 


upon me, I thought it fit to: put Pen to Paper, in order to 
juſtifie my ſelf, and expoſe the Dottrine by him ſo zealouſly 
defended. 

I have uo_reaſon at this time of day to ſuſpe that Spirit 
of Malignity amongſt Proteſtants, which carrieth ſome. onto 
run down Men by vulgar Acclamations ; and as for thoſe dif- 
mal Vizors, thoſe Raſcally Party Fl Mankind ( the Popiſh 
Party I mean_) hath endeavoured to put upon me, viz. of 
Malice, Perjury, Treaſon, with the /ike, which ſerve to 
affright Children in Underſtauding, aud: their legal, and 
Cnjuſt,, and Reproachful Whippings, and Pillorying, as a 
Malefaftor ; whereas God knows, and you now muſt own 
that they have had no matter of juſt Accuſation againſt me, 

all which was to bring, you out of the Love of 199 moſt Wore 
thy and - Important Truths I did before three Parliaments 
deliver upon my Oath, as alſo in ſeveral Courts of Tudica- 
ture, where my. Teſtimony was received, believed, and ap- 
proved of. In order to my fall, theſe unwearied Vermix 
employed a Profligate Fellow, the common Buffoon of the Nas 
tion, and great Preſents were made to-him, to. blaſt and a- 
buſe me, and-the Pains he. took, met with an+ unexpetted 
Succeſs; for many of my Brethren of the Church of England 
were deluded by him, and were carried away by hy Profli- 
gate Helliſh Lyes. Being thus run down by his Pen, nothing 
would ſerve the turn of my Popiſh Adverſaries, but that 
muſt dye, to this end great Endeavours were. uſed (" if poſ- 
fible ) to take away my Life, by a falſe Accuſation of Fella- 
ny, and Treaſon ; but their Witneſſes not having the luck to 
be believed, then they were: reſolved not to reſt- themſelves 
ſatisfied in the Defeat of that Effort and Enterprize, they 
proceeded to Inditt me for Perjury, in which, by the hel of 
their Banditti from $7. Omers, and Staffordſhire, =Y by 
the Countenance of the Common Hangman of England, they 


prevailed upon a Credulous Jury, to Conviit me, and ha- 
ving 
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wing vbtained.a Verdift, theſe Conſptrators laid their Heads 
together, "to invent what Puniſhment they ſhould Inflift, and 
ordere me-to be PHloried froe times a Tear daring my Life, 
and to be. Whipt from Aldgate to Newgate, and then with- 
in'a day after, to be Whipt from Newgate to Tyburn, in 
which fort of Puniſhment, T received two thouſand three hun- 
dred fifty fix Stripes, according to the moſt modeſt Computa- 
rion that could be made, and they ordered that I ſhould be 
diveſted of my Canonital Flabit, which they had no Power to 
eto as I concerve ; befides all this, they ſet a great Fine up- 
on me, and Condemned me to be a cloſe Priſoner during my 
Ln, which Paniſhment they thought would render me very 
Obnoxious to all Mankind at leaft ; but the great Deſign was 
wy Murther, that I might not Communicate to the World, 
thoſe Particulars relating to the Popiſp Conſpiracy, carried 
on [4 that Wicked Party, for the Marther of the Late King, 
and the Subverfion of the Proteſtant Religion, and Govern- 
ment, both in Church and State, as by Law Eſtabliſhed, 
which are not yet told, which I ſhall do, when it ſhall pleaſe 
God, and the King that now is, that a Parliament ſhall 
meet,” and fit, and Redrefs our Crying Grievances, and Heal 
all thofe Wounds which the Devithſ Helliſh Popifh Crew 
have made amongſt us, by Murthering our Proteſtant Bre- 
thren, attempting to Afſaſſmate the Late King, Firing the 
City, Carrupting Chriſtianity, Enſlaving the Nation, De- 
banching oar Touth, and Diſturbing of Mankind. 

Their bafe ſage of me, was, I ſay, to leſſen me, and 
thoſe plain Truths which I have delivered, in order to diſco- 
ver theſe Serpents to the World, who at that time afled as 
behind a Curtain; but ſince they have been wore bare aud 
Brazen faced in their Proceetlings, and the Series of their 
Aﬀions from 'the ſecond of February, 1684. to this very 
day, have ſufficiently juſtified me, ſo that by the good Pro- 
vidence of our Great God, and the Imprutence of my Impla- 
rable Byemies, 1 do find that they have taken away all _ 

| an 
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ind Occafin of Fea in me, - concerning you, that yok 
ſhould take any ſuch ſons from them, as may- os 
beget in you an evil you of me - Further, becauſe you 
well remember. that it hath been the common preflice of the 


\\ 


Members of that Whoriſh Synagogilff ( they being infligated 
by the he their Father ) to put the pres In of" God, 
and Profeſſors of the Proteſtant Religion into Bears Skins, 
and Wolves Skins, that they _— e the better prepared 
to be torn in pieces, and devoured by Dogs ; but they being 
ow dialled from the ating of ſuch Cruelties here, he took 
axother Courſe with ſame of us, and ſlily have influnated with 
the Sons of Men, that they were a fume: and quiet Peo- 
ple, and that thoſe who have charged them with thoſe Crimes, 
viz, Tceafons, Murrhers, Fires, and Maſlacres, were Men 
bt to be belteved 65 Beans and by thoſe Courſes they 
did prevail with" ſome Eminent” aut” Holy Men, wbho were 
carried away for a tim? with their Diſhmulation ; but they 
have given you ſuch a taſt. of their Truth, Peace, and Love, 
that 7 conceive yox will not any more fly to any ſuch polluted 
Sanftuaries, nor rely upon their Suggeſtions, as if at thy 
time of day they could diſſvade you from givity Credit to 
thoſe great Truths T have already made Known to'you 5 But if 
herd ray Man,.or number of Men, that may or ſhall remain 
ſubjeft to the Delufions of thefe Devils, it is, That they may 
be Danmed for not receiving the Truth in the Love there 
As for me, I have that "Witneſs within me, whoſe Preroga- 
thue it is to Langh at all Fealoukes, and Suggeſtions of Men 
to Scorn, whether they be deceived, or ſuch as deceive, though 
I confeſs, they-have not = Pr —_— in vain, who have- 
ought my But. I bleſs my Good" God, though my Po- 
” Adverfarzes have to the Whmof we Ar dqg 
woured to. ring mnaer 'a Clout of 6/06 pe inſo- 
much, that ſome of my otd Fritnds were afraid, or aſhamed: 
to awn me ;. yet he raiſed up new ones who have not without 
Diffieutties preſerved me from- Periſhing in my gy 
”, Feeds- 
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Feeding, and Cloathing me ;., waxy of whom were Perſons who 
were better acquainted with my Cauſe, than my Perſon, who 
eſcaped the being deluded by that, Infamous Race of the Baby- 
loniſh Strumpet. | 
Almighty God wbo never forſakes thoſe who land faith- 
ful. to, the Truth, bath been pleaſed to Comfort me with. his 
Preſence, and to give me the Bleſſing of his Holy Jeſus, to 
' grow in the Favour of himſelf, and of good Men, and though 
he hath Chaſtned _ yet he hath not delivered me over 
unto Death, bat under the' Affliction he hath taught me. ſome 
weak Rudiments of ' his Heavenly. Art, drawing Light out 
of Darkneſs for mine own uſe ; and my being abuſed by theſe 
wncircamciſed Philiſtines, and neglefted by the Prelates, 
and Presbyters of our.Ghurch, and others that ſhould have 
ſtood by mein that Can, for which I dq Suffer, hath made 
we ſenſible, that Aian 1s uſ/o be i ps on, But that Trefp 
s to be put in him that wif. confound theſe Fell born Devils 
in his own due time, and that he will preſerve thoſe who a- 
bide faithful in the Truth : Nor do I emvy the Happineſs o 
thoſe my hibaggjns the Church of England,” who are of 
d Preferments; 'for my part, ( bleſſed be 


in-their Places a 
God) I can from my Poor Priſon, where I have been al- 
moſt five years, bebold all my Brethren of the Church of 
England, with much Contentment, and ſufficient Enjoyment 
of xay ſelf, on Thrones round about me. . as 
. 1swill not be amiſs to tell you, that one great Artifice of 
theſe Firebrands, and Incendjaries, was to perſwade many of 
my Brethren of the Church of England, that IT was a Diſſen- 
, ter, and an Enemy.of the Church of England, which tho! it 
was notoriouſly falſe,. for all that kyow we, can teſtifie that 
I receiued my Qrdination from the WA England, and 
Communicated with the Church of kngland, in the Bleed 
Sacrament of the Lord's Sapper : But this 1s.the truth, and' 
wothing but the truth, that I have been always of the opinion, 
and do till elteem my Diſſenting Brethren, as a Generation 
t | | of 
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Mev' anointed by Almighty Goll, with a Sptrit FW: 
Knowledge, Zeal, and Faithfulnes, and 
ſo eſteemed by all my. Bretbrey of. the Church 
and accepted of as Perſors fit to btn the yreue! ark of 
ruining the Temple % of Bak, andad its 
Worſhippers, and to bring on the New H{tevevs, and the 
New Earth, wherein Righteouſneſs ſhall dwell ; and that by 
the mutual np yg ny i» the Repair of the Houſe 
of GOD, and Y rw 
in the Bod, of the Ep of the Chriſtian: Relig 
fince the firſt raifmg, aud compleating of it 4s 
Apoſtles, and the delivering it yo. the Ela ** Fw -n 
Foes Jortdy through = ignerance and infaliciency of 
ty through the xemiſve(h cf exhers, to whom 
on mdper and Cuſtody thereef,: bath been committed © 
GOD. in heir Grentiot Generations, -hath be 9 
been lamentably diſmantled, and defaced 5 in 250 & parts of i its 
ay Fg a Man ſbould look upon it, as. they have repreſented 
be.conld ſratce call it 'the.. ge of _Chviſt,... Aud 
ere my Brethren that are. Minter, rg 5 aleg 
not Sn in 


their part, to ſupport aud waintaby 
of t Church of GO D here in England.z..7.c 
point of Fuſtice, Truth, and Righteouſneſs, aws; thens for wy. 
ye Ate whom [ encore be pee el arg 
my et los" are in wks fre Ft > hureb 4 
England, of 4 und 
And were this $, 6 ref Love in me an Errour, it might 
be more ay ot then the Errours aud Withewveſs 
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Heads, ahd agaiet- be; Religion, Liberties, aud Dives of 
the Proteſtants uf #heſe three Kingdoms. But I ſhall ſay #0 
wore of this little Schoatimaſter, that 'talks as ſawcily in the 
Ralpitiand- 3x as-peremptery in his Notions, as be-was over 
his Boys at St. Omers, where he uſed te bellow; and toar 
like a Town Bull. oe 
This little. Piece 1 offer ta your Conſideration, and pray 
Your acceptance of it ; there are Mitakes in it, through the 
careleſheſs of the Printer, which I cannot help, becauſe of 
wy Dopriſnmuxr,\ all ti being! permitted to ſee after it 
myſelf ; ſo that, by, this meaws:{ way appear obvious to your 
Cenſares, becauſe that ſome paſſages ought to have been 
better ſecured : But I truft the Ancient Law of Indulgence, 
in ſu ec and Circ s. ne are (which may pro- 
Fe rac e, re -m 17: mov wt tew 36 of 
Authority ſufficient with all ſober Proteſtants, to relieve 
me. 
Brethren, and Beloved, my Pen hath tranſgreſſed the 
Law, and time of my Intentions , theſe _— me to a 
much narrower Compaſs in my Epiſtle, and prohibited me 
; naw I have dowe, 


The truth is,T have for a long time ſuffered wrong fully from 
my Popiſh Adverſaries, and I hope you will give an injured 
Presbyter of the Church of England /eave to ſpeak, and 
complain a little of his hard and cruel ufage , for no other 
cage, out ding Fuſtice to my Proteſtant Brethren , in diſ- 
cbvering what thoſe Felliſh Popiſh Conſpirators were doing 
azainſt our Religion, Lives and Liberties, and of their 
Yellanous Firing the City of London y and Borough of 
Southwark. Tour eyes have ſeen enough, and would have 
ſeen more,had not Almighty God put a ſtop to their Career by 
confonding their Comets, and defeating theirwickedt pur- 
poſes againſt us. T will therefore ſay no more , but ſhall 
ever ſtand by that Truth which I have delivered, and will 


not 
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wot hide one Iota of what remains. behind 
And I have taken care of that , —_ it ſhould _— God 
that my Enemies ſhould by any indir courſe take away my 


Life ; and Tl alnge 7 ue ay ff winger, 
and at preſent remain, 


undiſcovered, 


Your Brother and Servant, in - 
November r. the King's Bench Priſon, 
OP for the Teſtimony of a 
©. Good Conſcience, | 


TITVS OATES. 


—— 


; AN 
ANSWER 
SABRAN the Jeſuit : 


SHEWING 


The Unlawfulneſs of Praying 


Haints a Angels, 


SIR, 


Perceive you are very earneſt in the defence of a great Point 

much controverred berween the Divines of the Reformed 

Churches, and the Church of Rome, viz. The Dofrine of Pray- 

ing to Saints and Angels ; a Doctrine exploded by the Prote- 

ſtants, and as zealouſly defended by thole of your Communi- 

on: And becaule the unknown Miniſter hath not ( as you 

would make the World believe ) dealt ingenuouſly with you, you take 

occaſion to fall upon Mr. Needham for Licenſing thoſe Replies made ro 

your Sermon, in which you were pleaſed to defend that Doctrine, fo 

much oppoſed by us of the Reformed Religion. I will nor go abour 

to uſe any unhandſome Reflection upon you, or any of your Communt- 

on, for any point of Religion, which I am ſatisfied in my Conſcience to 

be contrary to the Doctrine of God our Saviour. Amongſt the many 

Errours the Church of Rome doth hold, and maintain, I humbly conceive 

this tobe one, and an Errour tending highly ro the overthrowing of the 
Mediation of Chrift, rhe High-Prieſt, and Apoſtle of our Profetiion. 

Therefore the Point that I ſhall = down, is this : That your = 

B_ | ice 
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dice of Praying to Angels, and Saints departed this Life, is contrary to 
the Doctrine of Chriſt, and abouminable in the fight of God. 

I ſhall nor, Sir, trouble you at preſent with thoſe many. Reaſons thoſe 
of our Church and Communion, have offered to juitifie this Afﬀertion of 
mine 3 therefore I ſhall only tie my ſelf up to thele few. 

Firſt, Our Divines have rejected the Dectrine of Praying to Saints 
and Angels, and look upon it as a Doctrine, contrary to the Doctrine of 
Chriſt, and abominable in the fight of God, becaule it harh no Warrant 
from the Word of God. This, Sir, isacknowledged by the moit Learned 
of your Communion, Barnneſius faith, Orationes ad Sanfos faciendos, 
neque expreſſe, neque involute, Santte Litere docent, 2 Qu. 1 Artic. 10. 


Lib. 1. Which in plain Engliſh isthis :* That it 5 not taught in the Holy 


Scripture, neither expreſly, nor covertly, that Prayers are to be made to 
Saints. Bellarmine de Beat. Santt. cap. 15. faith plainly, It was not the 
manner under the Old Teſtament, to ſay, Holy Abraham, pray for us : for 
which he gives ſeveral Reaſons, as that the Fathers were then ſhur up in 
Priſon, and did not ſee God. So that by the confeflion of that Learned 
Dodtor, it was no Practice of thoſe that lived under the Miniſtry of Mo- 
ſes .his Law. Sal/meron in 1 Tim. 2. faith the ſame, and withal adds, 
That there nothing expreſſed in allthe Goſpels, or Epiſtles of the Apoſtles, 
couching the matter. And withal he faith, I would have been hard to en- 
Jon ſuch a thing upon the Fews ; and the Gentiles wauld have thaught that 
many Gogs were put upon them, inſtead of the many Gods they bad forſaken. 
His own words, Sir, are theſe, Durum eratie Fud% percipere, & Genti- 
bus daretur occaſio putandi, multos ſibi Deos, &c. T ore be pleaſed 
to obſerve, that it was the Practice of the Church of God to require 
Chriſtians, when they did labour under any Diſtemper, whether of Bo- 
dy, or Mind, to have recourſe to the Prayers of living Saints, and were 
raughr thar the Prayers of ſuch were prevalent ; and if the Prayers to 
Saints, ſuppoſed to be in Heaven, were a Doctrine according to truth, 
why were they not, then order'd to apply themſelves to the Patriarchs 
and Prophets, ro the Bleſſed Virgin, to St. Srephen and Sr. Fames, and 0- 
ther more early Marrtyrs of the Church, whoſe Prayers, by your com- 
mon received Opinion in your Church, are highly meritorious, and far 
more prevailing * Bur, Sir, you ſee theſe great Doctors of your Church, 
and men of grear Reading, confeſs thar there are nor the leaſt foor-ſteps 
in the Scripture for this Practice ; as alſo Suarez, Tom. 2. in difput. Theſ. 
42. Se. 1. Eccius im Enchyrid. ſuo. Bur luppole, Sir, that theſe Grear 
Men had not been fo ingenuous as to confeſs ; yer give me leave to tell 
you, thar it is not poſſible for you to find the leaſt intimartion of any War- 
rant for this Practice : which is apparent, if you will bur conſider that 
in the Book of God there is neither one Precepr from our Lord, nor one 
Precedent to juſtifie fuch a Worſhip. Now if you can produce no 
Command frgm. God, nor Example from any of the Saints of God, in 
the time of the Apoſtles, you cannot expect to gain one Soul, that hat 
the 
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the leaſt conſideration, to the belief of that Propoſition of yhe Lawful- 
neſs of Praying to Saints and Angels, which you fo fercely maintain. 
It you have a Warrant from God's Word, then it will lie upon you, firit 
ro produce the Command, then you muſt produce the Promiſe, thar the 
complying with that Commandment fhall be acceptable ; for there is 
not one -, ups” enjoyned us in the New Tettament, bur hath its pe- 
culiar Promiſe : 'and you muſt alſo produce a Threat, if this Command 
be not obeyed. Then ſecondly, ſhew bur where and when the holy 
Apoſtles, in their day, or any Chriſtian under their immediare Mim- 
{try, did ever practiſe Praying ro Saints and Angels, and you ſhall be 
my great Oracle in Controverties of Religion : otherwiſe you mutt give 
me leave not to believe Father Sabran's Ipſe Dixit in this caſe. 

Sir, give me leaveto pur you in mind, that the Holy Scriprure eyery- 
where makes God ro be rhe only Object of Prayer and Invocation. 
How many hundred Peritions or Prayers are upon Record there Þ and 
not one of them pur up ro any other. When our Lord raughr his Dil- 
ciples, and us in them, to pray, he directs them ro ſay, Our Father, which 
art in Heaven. The Scriprure often expreſſerh this Dury, by the rerm 
of Praying, without any mention of the Object. When yor pray, uſe 
not vain Repetitions. When thou praye#t, enter into thy Cloſet. And 
hereby. ir is intimared, thar Prayer in marter of Worſhip, can fignifie 
nothing elſe bur Praying ro God. Ir is nor Prayer, if it be directed ro 
any other. 

From all which, I muſt neceffarily conclude, that your Practice of 
Praying to Saints and Angels, mult be an Al omination; for God will 
allow of nothing in his Service and Worſhip, but whar he himſelf harh 
inſtirured : Therefore all Proteſtant Divines have with one conſent a- 
greed, that all neceffary parts of Religious bb us fo depend upon 
the Will of God, revealed in his Word, that whatfoever is not founded 
on his Word, is contrary to his Will. Therefore, Sir, hear what the 
. great Doctor of the Church, Sr. Auguſtine ſaith, De Conſenſc Evangel. 

Deum ſic colere Op-rtet, quo mod» ſeipſum Colendim eſſe precepirt. We 
ought ſo to worſhip God, as he hath appointed himſelf to be phy 1 Be 
pleaſed ro remember whar the Scripture faith, Dex. 1 2. laſt verſe, The 
Iſraelites are dehorted from ufing the Religious Rires and Cuſtoms of 
the Heathens, in the worſhipping of God. How then ? in what man- 
ner muſt they worſhip him 2 Wharſoever thing he commands, they muft 
obſerve to do; they may nor add thereto, nor diminiſh from ir. To 
which, Sir, let me add thar of our Saviour, Mat. 15. g. Ir vain do they 
worſhip me, teaching for Dettrines the Commandments of men : thart is, 
preſſing mens Traditions in the room of God's Inſtitution. 

Sir, give me leave to preſs one thing more, as worthy of your conſi- 
deration ; thar is, that the worſhipping of Saints and Angels, of which 
Prayer and Invocation is a principal part, and is not only without any 
Warrant from the Word of God, but <q is forbidden in the Scriprure : 

2 there 
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there it is written, Thou ſhale worſhip the Lord thy God, and him only ſhale 
thou ſerve. I muſt here tell you, I am nor ignorant of your diſtindtion 
of >aleia and txrciey the former your Divines ſay belong to-God only, 
and the latter may be applied to the Crearure : Bur, Sir, you very 
well know theſe are reciprocally uſed both in Sacred and Profane Wrir. 
And ſome Learned men of own Communion have been fo ingenu- 
ous, as to acknowledge the Quid fi & una Religions vertw fit que 
Latriam duliamque continet certe plurims atque Sapientifſims ea eft O- 
pinio. You know well enough who it was that coyned this diſtinction; 
and that though he was a Light in the Church of God, yer he was 
no Critick in the Greek Tongue, as he himſelf faith, Ego quid Lingue 
Grece 4 ſum & prope nibil. It was & Auguſt ine 
himſelf, whom you very well know did never intend it for that end and 
purpoſe, for which it is now uſed : for be confeſſerh, Thar the one ® due 
to him as he # our Lord, and the other as he # our God. Theſe are St. Au- 
ſtin's own words, which raketh away, to all intents and es, that 
imaginary difference berween your Latria and Dulia : when I 
meer with any of yours, urging the one to fignifie the honour that be- 
longeth romp Rnd dy cher 
ro ſignifie ſervice thar is due to the Creature. I find that they fay juſt 
nothing, bur thas much : We muſt honour God, and ſerve the Saints, Iris 
like the Saying of your Lyra 3 One Knee we may bow to a Noble Perſonage, 
but upon both we may kneel only ts God. This Lyra thought he had done 
the buſineſs, when he had fo learnedly falved the martrer. 

Bur I pray, Sir, what if the common people underſtand no Greek, and 
cannot ſo learnedly diſcern Latria from Dulia, bur take the one Adora- 
tion for the orher, truly as wry rh? reg rr row they uſe them 
univerſally without difference? therefore this diſtintion, thus applied, 
ſeemerh much like to the Phyſician's Wife, that once ſaid, that Pepper is 
cold in working, greed ma the pen for I humbly conceive this di- 
ſtin&tion, ſo much made uſe of by the Divines of your Church, tandeth 
not in difference of marter, but only in words. _ 

Cerminly, Sir, Conſtantius the Biſhop of Conſtantia, in the ſecond 
Nicene Council, was ſo zealous for the Worſhip of Images, that he laid 
aſide rhis diſtinction of Latria and Dulia, and very roundly in Libro Ca- 
role Magni, tells you his thoughts of the Worſhip of Images. Ego Imagi- 
nibus cultum honor exhibeo eundem, qui debetur Individue Trinitati ; 5 
fi quis nolit tdem facere eum anathematizo ut Martionem © Manicheum : 
I —_ my part yield unto Images the ſame Adoration of honour, that u due to 
the Holy Trinity 3 and if any man refuſe to do the ſame, I accurſe him, as I 
do the Heretichs Martion and Mxnicheus. Now, Sir, this diſtinction of 

our Church-men falls to the ground,ifthe Authority of this Doctor and 

Mhop of your Church may paſs for currant ; bur leſt you ſhould wave 
theAuthoriry of thisBiſhop,l pray conſider the determination of the ſecond 
Council of Nyce, where it was determined thus : Now ſunt due Adora- 
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nes, ſed une adoratio, Imaging © primi exemplary Cujus eft Imago. 
Threoare:nce rwo Grief Werlkbicr hidcibion — rpcdiy.om ha gm. 
the other Dulia) as your Divines divide them, bur one only Adoration, 
both of the Image, and alſo of the Partern wheftof the Image is. 
| - Likewiſe your Great Doctor Thomas of Aquine, after a long Debare 
upon the Point of the Worſhipping of Images, and ſhewing with what 
orſhip they ought mi The Image, faith be, and the 
Thing thereby repreſented, muſt be Worſhipped with one and rhe ſame 
Adoration, Tho. 3 Senten. Dift. 2. And for example, faith, The Croſs 
or Image of Chriſt, muſt be Worſhipped with Latr:a (rhat is with God- 
ly Honour) becauſe Chriſt himſelt 1s ſo honoured ; and the Image of 
our Lady with Dulia ; becauſe that Honour, as he faith, is due. unto our 
Lady. Bur this Derermination is reproved by Holcoe in his Readings 
upon the Boak of Wiſdom, Reading 1 58 ; and his Reaſor1is this, Latrea, 
or Godly Honour, is due only unto God ; bur the Image of God is nor 
God, therefore Latria, or Godly Honour, is not due to an Image ; 0- 
therwiſe, faith he, the Creator, and the Creature would be Worſhipped, 
or Adored with one and the fame Honour : and norwi ing Hen- 
ricus de Gandavo, Petrus de Aquila, Fohannes de Gui Verra, Durandus, 
and other School-Doctors of your Communion, agree with Holcoe, and 
their Judgment ſeems more agreeable to reaſon: yer your Author thar 
. wrote Fortalitium Fides, fairh, The common Opinion and Practice of 
Church holdeth to the contrary. And ane Facobus Payva, a great 
Srickler on thar fide, with great aſſurance, writeth thus, Non Tamen In- 
ficiamur bac——Nos Latrie Adoratione Chriſti preclariſſimam, Crucem 
colere, & Venerari : We deny nor but we do Worſhip and Adore the 
Moſt Noble Croſs of Chriſt, even with this Godly Honour that we 
call Latria. 

Sir, 'Be pleaſed to take Norice that ſome of your Divines, the berter 
to colour the abſurdiry of this way of Adoration, they will in all their 
Writings refer the Adoration of the Thing repreſented. by the Image ; 
yer I find that Facobus Nauclantius, the Biſhop of Clugium in Italy, is fo 
zealous, that he tells you, Thar the Image, and the Thing repreſented 
by the Image, muſt be Worſhipped with one and the fame Adoration 
Be pleaſed, Sir, to obſerve his Words, which are theſe, in Epiſt.* ad 
Roman. Cap. 1. Ergo non ſolum fatendum eft, fideles in Eccleſia Adorare 
coram Imagine, 9 nonnullla ad cantelam, fort® loquuntur, ſed & Adorare 
Imaginem, ſine quo voluers ſerupuls, quin © eo iam, venerari cultu, quo 
& proto typon ejus 3; pro uod fi illud habet Adorari Latria, & illa 
bet adorare Latria. her we muſt confels that the fairhfaul People 
in the Church, do not only Worſhip before the Image, as. ſome men-uſe 
ro ſpeak for more affurance, bur that rhey Worſhip the Image itſelf, and 
that without any manger of ſcruple of Conſcience whatſoever > yea, and 
further, they Worſhip the Image with the fame Honour, whetewith 
they Worſhip the Thung repreſented, as if the Thing repreſented by 
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the Image be Worſhipped with Godly Honour ;\chen muſt the 
itietf be Worthipped with Godly Honour Theſe, $i, are the Do 
tors of your Church, \Menof no {mall figure in their day: The Bi+ 
ſhop's Works were Pritfted ar Venice, 1557 3 and Pave was Prinred at 
Cologne, 1564, both allow'd, as nor-being againit the Carholick Faith : 
From all which, whac availerh your Dittinction of Latria and Dulsa ? 
For the one by your Dottors is given' to the' Creature, as well as the ©- 
ther: "Why: may nor the Virgin Mery have Latrsa, as well as a Stock, 
or Stone, which have Eyes'and fee nor, and Hands and handle: not, /a 
Noſe and ſmell nor, Ears and hear nor, Feet and walk not ? So that 
if you truſt to the Diſtinction, you will fail of your expectation, Ser- 
vice and Worſhip being only due ro God ; Thuu ſhalt Worſhip the! Lord 
thy God, and him only ſhalt - thou ſerve : hereby both Dua and Larria 
applyed roGod, and ro'none elſe ; for if you compare the Texr, with 
the Text in the Old Teftament, Deas. 6. 13. you will find the word 
Only nor uſed; bur our Bleſſed Redeemer purs it in, to ſhew, that God, 
and none bur him, is the Object of our Latria and Dulia, the one figni- 
fying Religious Worſhip, arid the other ſignifying Religious Service. 
In the Text; if you pleaſe ro conſider the- occation that was then given 
to:the Bleſſed Jeſus ro (peak thoſe Words, in Marrb. 4. our Lord was 
rempted by the Devil 'ro Worſhip him,” the Reply Chriſt makes js this, 
Get thee behind me Satan, for it # written, Thou ſhalt worſhip the Lord thy 
God, and him only ſhalt thou ſerve. You cannot imagine, Sr, thar the 
Devil did deſire of Chriſt ro pay that Service-to him, which you call 
the ſfuperiour, and higheſt Service ; nor did he prerend ro be God him- 
ſelf, bur only his Minifter, and-enjoy what he offer'd, by the Bounry of 


God, and-a little Religious Proftration woukd/have ſerved his turn ; I © 


ſay, the moſt he could appearto be, was an Angel of Light 3 yer Chritt 
refuſed ro pay to hin,” emher your La#r#a or Dulia, for he ſaith, Thou 


ſhalt worſhip the Lord thy God, and him only ſhale thou ſerve : where 


you muſt obſerve, that as the Devil had no Righr wo any Religious Wor- 
thip, ſo no Crearure can prerend to ir, it being due ro God only. - 
Sir, Be-pleafed further 'to confider that in the' Revelations, 19. 
10. where St. 'Foby ſeeing-an Angel,/T fel, faithhe, at his feet ro wor- 
ſhip him, and he'faid unto me! ſee thou do it not, 1 am' thy fellow-ſervant, 
and of thy brethren that have the teſtimony of Feſius 3 worſhip God, This 
St. Fobn was {o tranſported with the Grear and Glorious T idings he had 
received from Heaven by the Angel, he falls on his Face to acknowledge 
ro the Angel his Joy for his News, and his Thankfulnefs to the Mefſen- 
ger; bur he is forbidden, and commanded ro Worſhip God ; See ehou 
de it not, bit worſhip God. And ſee Revel. '22. 8,9. And I Fohn ſaw 
theſe things, and heard them, and when T had heard and ſeen, I fell down to 
worſhip before the feet of the angel which ſhewed me theſe things ; then 
ſaid 8 unto me, ſee thou do it not, for I am thy follow-ſervant, and of thy 
brethren the Prophets, and of them which keep the ſayings of this book ; 
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worſlrs) God. Hence you may fee that the Anyet fotbids St. Fohn Wor- 
ſhipping him 5 nay, he chides him for offering to pay 1h ig1 
Worſtup, -w4#\©», 7 am thy Companion in Daulia, therefore hp not 
me, bus God, as the only Object of Religious Worſhip, do nor Worſhip 
me that am thy Felow-Servant, and Fe orſhipper. : 
Seoondly; 4 Ly pleafed ro conſider,” rhat the Aſmighty harh 
enjoyned us Rational Worthip and Service; fit for Mankind to perform, 
and as moſt fuirable with the Glory of his Holy Name : but I conceive 
the PraCtice of the Church of Rome in this Point of Praying to Saints and 
Angels, ro be irrational ; and by your leave, let me tell you, that no- 
thing can be more irrational, and abſurd ; this I ſhall make appear in 
theſe rwo Particulars® | wo 
I. Conſider that the Saints and Angels are under an incapacity of 
hearing the Prayers that are directed ro them ;. and if fo, then, Sir, you 
will own it ro be ridicutous and irrational to pray to them thar cannor 
hear our Prayers ; I remember the Scriprure faith, How ſhall we call on 
them in whom we do not believe ? I may with as much reaſon ſay, How 
ſhall we call on them who cannot hear us ? thar this is the Caſe 'of the 
Glorified Spirirs, is evident, '1. Becauſe they are nor Omnipreſenr, they 
are circumicribed and finite Crearares, and can be bur in one place, at 
one and the ſame time. This may be affirmed with very ground 
of the Virgin Mary herſelf, who then muſt be incapable of hearing the 
Prayers of One Hundred 'Fhoufand Perſons, who it may be are Pray- 
ing to her art one and. the ſame time, ſome in one part of the World, 
and others in the other-part of the World ; and if ſhe cannor hear their 
Prayers, T cannot fitppole thar ſhe can help rhoſe who are ſo much devo- 
red ro her Service. I pray, Sir, Why do we call upoti the Name of the 
Grear God ? Is it nor becauſe he is preſent to obſerve, and preſent to 
our Petitions, and anſwer our Suits ; all Men have his effential 
Prefence, good Men have the Preſence” of his Grace, which doth nor 
only flow from his Narure, bur from his Promiſe alſo. Now, how 
can a Saint or Angel be either preſent ro obſerve, or preſent to accept of 
the Petitions of thoſe that make fuit ro them >” Thar ſaying of the P/al- 
mift is plain, Pfal: 139.7, 8, 9. Whither ſhall I go from thy preſence ? If 
I aſcend up to heaven, thou art there ; if T make my bed in hell, behold thou 
art there ; if I take the wings of the morning, and dwell. in the uttermo#t 
parts of the ſea, even there ſhall thy hand lead me, and thy right hand ſhall 
uphold me. Now, Sir, 'it God be in Heaven, Earth, Sea, Hell, and 
fills all Places with his Preſence, this ſhews him an Omnipreſent Being. 
Now produce as much of the Mother of Jeſus, or of any of rhe Sainrs 
and Angels, and. we will joyn with you in making our Addreſſes ro 
them ; bur this cannot be faid of any Saint or Angel whatſoever, there- 
fore, How can they hear > How can they help > And-if they can nei- 
ther hear, nor help, what reaſqn have we to pray unto them? 2. As 
they are nor Omnipreſent, ſo they are not Omniſcient ; for ſuppoſe 
they 
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they could, hear what Men do or ſpeak, yer they cannot underſtand 
what they think; if we could imagine that they could hear us, what 
our do urrer, yer we cannot imagine that they know the Se- 
crets of the Hearr. Now, Sr, the greateit of our private Devoti- 
ons are mental, they are conceptus Anim, luch as are conceived in our 
Hearrs and Minds ; nay, Sr, let me tell you, that our moſt 

Prayers, many times confiſt of thoſe Sighs and Groans which cannot be 
utter'd ; and if you will make the Saints and Angels privy to theſe, it 
is to give that to them, which is only due to God ; ſee what Solomon 
faith, the 2 Chron. 6. 30. Thou only knoweft the hearts of the children of 
men': there was no Man, nor no number of Men bur will fay that ſuch 
Knowledge was _—_—_— and roo wonderful far them : in a word, 
Sir, you well know, that to ſearch and try the Heart is an incommunica- 
ble pro and perfection of Almighty God. 

It hath , Sir, a Queftion among the Divines of your Church, 
Whether the Saints in Heaven have any knowledge at all of our Human 
Aftions, and Afﬀairs on Earth ? bvr I think the Scriptures are as full 
as may be to the contrary, (vix.) Thar they have no knowledge of our 
Afﬀairs or Actions here upon Earth, ſee 1/as. 63. 16. Doubtleſs thou art 
orr Father, though Abraham be ignorant of us, and Iſrael guar. thy 
not : and ſee the 22 Kings 26. Thine eyes ſhall not ſee all the evil that I 
will bring upon th place : for 1 will gather thee to thy Fathers, . and thou 
ſhalt be gather'd in peace : this was a Promiſe made unto Fofiah : fo take 
notice of Fob, who tells you, that ye know not what is done after their 
death 3 Their ſons may come. to honour, and they know it not ; and they 
are brought low, and they perceive it not of them. From all which you 
may eahily conclude, that there can be no Man, whether good or bad, 
that _ rell any thing of earthly Tranſactions, after they are departed 
this Li 

This I may afſert with the greateſt aſſurance, that the Saints have no 
fuch knowledge as is neceſfary in this caſe, they can neirher know, nor 
underſtand the Prayers that Men offer up to them, nor (which is alſo 
highly neceſſary ) with what Mind they offer their Prayers, whiether 
in ſincerity, or in hypocrifie. I pray call tro mind what St. Auguſtine 
ſairh, Mortus neſciunt, etiam Santti quid Agant Vivi, etiam eorum filti. 
This was the Opinion' of that Great and Learned Doctor and Biſhop of 
the Church of God, and it is fo plain a Truth, that whatſoever ſhall 
be brought in ro ſay in contradiction to it, it will be ſcarce received for 
a Catholick Verity, in the Churchof God. 

Bur, Sir, how can we expect any ſatisfaction from you, when your 
Divines are to this day divided abour that matter, and can neither 1a- 
tisfie themſelves, nor one another, how the Glorified Saints come to 
have knowledge of our Supplications, and Prayers : you know that ma- 
ny nice and curious Queſtions have been argued in our Schools, among(t 
many Learned Men, for at leaſt Six Hundred Years, Pre and Con, 
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without any fſatisfaftory Determination, as Gratian Gloſs, in .1 3. Qu. de 
Mortus, and St. Auguſtine in his Tract, De curg pro Mortus, they have 
all left the matter in doubt, As wherher the Souls of thoſe to whom they 
Pray be preſent, or abſent ? If they be preſent, whether they be preſent 
aftually or virtually ? If they be abſent and have Information from others, 
then whether it be from the Angels, or from God himſelf, and if it be from 
God, then whether it be by particular Revelation from him, or by the Bea- 
tifical Viſion of him, Thus, Sir, you know it hath been inquired into, 
and debated amongſt your own Doors ; one hath derermined one 
way, and another hath derermined another way, and there -is nor yer 
rothis day, any Catholick Derermination made of ay of thoſe Quelti- 
ons : 'tis rrue, they all agree that they are made acquainted with the 
Prayers, or elle in vain they would be Invocared ; bur how they come 
by this knowledge, Non convenit inter Ommes, faith your Pinello, all are 
not agreed abour it. : 

Some of your Divines that have been very fanciful, have been taken 
with the Notion of a Looking-glaſs in the Face of God, wherein thofe 
bteſſed Spirits have an exact and full yiew of all things paſt, preſenr, 
and to.come : the Notion is pleaſang, and 'tis Pity you have not had the 
good forrune, tp beger a firm belief amongſt thoſe of your own Church, 
of this Point ; for ſince this Loni ok was broken in pieces, even 
in your own Church, there hath been ſome of your own Doctors, who 
could ſee nothing in it, bur the Folly and Raſhneſs of thoſe who firſt in- 
vented it, without any Warrant from the Word of God, Cajetan, Ga- 
briel Durandus , Scatus, Occam, and many other great Names, think 
rhemſelves no whir obliged to this imaginary Glaſs; for they were then 
farisfied of the yaniy of that Imagination ; nor will the Texr, Þn thy 
light, we ſhall ſee light 3 nor will that Sayitig, Qui videt videntem omnia, ' 
# Videt onnia : He ſeeth all things, that ſeeth him who ſeeth all things : 
eſtabliſh the belief of ir : For, S:r, if ir were fo, he thar ſees God, ſeerh 
wharſoeyer is in God, and whatſoever God feerh. Then the Angels 
that always behold his Face, and look up ro this Glaſs, would have ne- 
ver {tooped down to pry, as they did, into rhe Myſteries of rhe Golpel, 
and needed nor be informed by the Church, about the manifgld WiF-/ 
dom of God ; then would they nor be ro ſeek, concerning any furure 
Events, no, nor be ignorant of the Day and Hour of the laſt Judg- 
ment. I ſhall conclude this with the Saying of Sr. Auguſtine, in his 
Diſcourſe, De cura pro Mortus 3 If (faith that Father) ſo great and fa- 
mous Patriarchs as Abraham and Jacob, did not underſtand how the VPorld 
went with their Poſterity, how then can it be, that the Dead ſhonld at all 
take Notice of the Living, or intermeddle with aſſiſting them, Thar is, 
they neither know their Wants, nor can they givethem any affiftance ; 
Why then we fhould make our Prayers to them 2? I hope, Sir, you will 
give a Reaſon : for ar.he preſent I am to ſeek. 

C Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, Tt is, $ir, in the third. place, highly deſtruttive to the Media- 
tion-of Chriſt. Ir deltroys both his Glory and Power, as a Mediator 
berween God and Man. Our Divines have from the Scriprures farisfied 
thoſe,over whom they by the Holy Ghoſt were made Overſeers ; and by 
our knowledge we haye of the Scripture, we are convinced that we 
have nq ather Mediator, or Interceffor, by whom we may have acceſs 
to God, but Feſis Chri#t, in whoſe Name alone all things are obained 
at the of his Eternal Father : therefore we are much concern'd 
ar the Vanity and Superſtition we ſee in your Churches, nor only thar 
we" Mediators are- without number ; though you know well, Sir, that 
Paul, in the 1 Tim: 2. 6, faith, There s but ane Mediator between 
God and Man, the Man Chrift Feſis,,  _ (4091 | 
Your Divines give it far granted, that there is but ons Mediator of 
Salvation ; bur there are many Mediators of Interceffion : ' And thus 
with this fond DiſtiaQtion they convey themſelves away, as if they had 
ſufficiently acted their part.- Bur, Sr, be pleaſed to relf us, that fince 
you own that Chriſt alone is the Mediator of Salvation, why do you 
prerend ro call/upon the Virgin. Mary ? Salva ones qui te glorifican : 
Save. thor, all theſe thas clorify thee. Here, you intrude upon rhe Office 
of our dear Redeemer, and make the Holy Virgin” not 'onty Mediarar 
of Interceflion, but alſo of Salvation ; for by your Prayers; and —_— 
Practice of-the Church of Roms, even contrary to your own Diſtinction, 
youdeſfire Salyation-of our Lady,. and ſo make her a Mediator, not on- 
ly of Prayer, but of Salvation. You ſhift off this, and ſay, That when 
you ſay, Save w, you mean no, more, but,” Pray for us, that we may be 
aved.;, but this is but ſhifting : for you ſlaft from Saving to Praying, 
and from Praying ro Saving, at your pleaſure: bur if you crave nothing 
from. the Mother of Jeſus, but only her Prayer, ot Intercefion, I pray, 
Sir, what is the true meaning 'of theſe Words, Merits & precibus ſas 
pie. Marrs here, are not only Prayers, but alfo Merirs. You fill 
fay, that the only thing you. crave from the Virgin,, is her Prayers ; 
What then will you do with thoſe Words. ſo often mentioned in your 
\®. Monſtra te eſſe Matrem : Shew thy ſelf to be the Mother, and 
ler. him. know it.: that is-to ſay, Command him, he s thy Son. T pray 
obſerve, a: Command cannot be Prayer, Merits cannot be Prayer, nor 
Salvation cannot be Prayer. Bur, Sir, why ſhould, your Divines ſtand 
on this Diſtinction ?- ſince a fictitious Author that carryerh the name 
' St: Ambroſe," in Serm. 6. de $. Margareta, writthus, Reddere debemus 
ſanAis hanorificentiam qui nobis ſalutem profuſione ſit ſanguints pepererunt, 
qui tam ſacra  Hoſtia pro noſtra propitiatione domino Pane oblati. We 
muſt, yield hanour unto the Saints, who have procured Sa[varion for us 
dur: ſhedding, of - their blood,who alſo were offered up unto the Lord 
© holy a Sacrifice for ourSalvation. If we have Salvation in and by 
the. blood of the Saints ; then is not our blefſed Lord the only Media-* 
tor of Salvation. Therefore Sir , how ſhall this be reconciled ro your 
Do- 
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Doctrine 2 ar how will you reconcile your Doctrine to this of your 
young St. Ambroſe ? for you. ſay, that Chriit him(elf iszhe only Media- 
ror of Salyarion, and your Author fauh , that Salvation is procured by 
the blood of the Saints, allo by which you may perceive your diſtin- 
Ction will not ſerve your turn upon any terms whatſoever, 

Therefore Sir, give me leave tooffer this-40 your conſideration ; thar 
the end, and office of Chriits Mediation of Interceflion, as allo of Sal- 
vation, is to reconcile us to-Gad, and to us Mercy, which Chrift 

ormeth ; for he reconcileth us ro God, he preſenteth-us unto the 
hrone of Grace ; and therefore as St. Paw faith, Rom. 8: 34. That he 
is at the right hand of God, and makgth Interceſſion far us , - and that there 
#5 one ae bowed and Men, the Man Chrift Feſws, Tim. 2. 5. 
I confeſs that God hath commanded his Saints and Servanesto Pray.one 
for another ; but St..P a#/ never commanded the People to-Pray toSaints. 
I pray take.notice of the words of St. Auguſtine, Paula nonfacit ſe'M# 
diatorem, inter Populum & Denm, ſed Rogat ut pro fe orent bnoitem, om- 
nia Membra Corpary Chriſti : Paul maketh not himſelf a Mediator be- 
tween God and the People, bur requirech that rhey Pray one for anc- 
ther, they being all rhe Members of. Chriſt's Myſtical Body,, Aug. &- 
24ſt. Parmen. Lib, 2. Cap: 8. | And of, Se. he ſaith, /S3. Fobaxnes 
ita diceret, hoo ſcripſi vobx. ut now peccetn, © ſiqun peccaverit Mediato- 
—rem. me hahets, apud' Deum, © ego, exoro pro peccati' veſtra. Sycut 
Permenianus quodam loco Mediatorem poſuit Epiſcopum, inter Deum, & 
Populum, quis eum ferret bonorum,. atque fidelium, Chriſtienorum' 2 Quis 
ficut Apoſtolorum, Chriſti. non! ſieut Antichriſtium intueretur'? If Se. 
Folm, would ſay this, I ; have weuten yhtto-you, that yow fin nor; and 
if you ſin, you have me your Mediator before God, and:T. will intreax 
for your Sins. As- Parmenian-the. Hererick, in' a cerrairt> place; made 
the Biſhap-a: Mediator berween God--and the People : Whar:good and 
fairhful Chriftian could abide him * Who would look npoa him as rhe 
Apoſtte of Chriſt, and nor rather think him to be Antichrift'> Thas you 
may ſee.thax it is repugnant to the Sence of Se. fuguſtine; and'orher of 
the Doctors of the Gharch. Thar Chrift i the only Mediator of Salva* 
tion, and that be i net - the only. Mediator of Inte 3. for whoſe» 
ver takes.that upoa, him .is Anzichtift, St.. Pawd hi -her-alſuming'ro 
himſelf rhe Office of a Mediator, Why/ſhould we withour- any juſt 
ound judge and deem him fo ? fince no Man can take this honour ro 
imſelf, unleſs called of God, as was Aaron to this High-Priefthood of 

Interceflion, which the Bleſſed Lord himſetf- did not take upon tim ritl 

he was thus'called > ſo thar you may-plainly- ſee that Sr. Anguſtinie is as 

ofitive as may: be, thar na Man can be a Mediator'of Intercaſtion;” bur 
iſt bimſelf alone, who ever liveth romake Inrerceflion for-us zi and 
your. young: St. Ambroſe he: ſaith, That Chrift' is nor alone the Mediator of 

Salpation:: Therefore, whar is became of your Diſtinction of his being 

the. only Mediator of Salvation, bur _ the only Mediator of Intercel- 

2 fon ? 


% 


12 A Diſcourſe ſhewing the Unlawſulneſs 

ſion ? And, bythe by; be pleaſed to obſerve, thar Parmenianus the He- 
retick, againſt whom St. Auguſtine wrote, never thoughr that the Bi- 
ſhop was a Mediator of Salvation ; and yer St. Auguſtine faith, Thar if 
Sr. Fohn would have faid ſo much of himſelf, (v:3.) Thar he had been 
a Mediator of Intercefſion ; he had nor been the Apoſtle of Chritt ; bur 
rather ſhould have been judged. and taken for Antichrift. This, Sir, 
I humbly conceive, is worthy of your Corifideration : And Fhope that 
you will not for the furure, rely much uporyrhat' Diftin&tion. 


I muſt mind you of that Saying of the Propher, here are thy Gods 


that thou hat made thee ? Let them ariſe, if they can ſave thee in the time 
of thy trouble : for according to the number of thy Cities, are thy Gods, O 
Fudah, Jer. 2. 28. chap. 11. 13. And according to the number of the 
Streets of Feruſalcm, have you ſet up Altars' to the ſhameful Thing, even 


Altars to burn Incenſe unto- Baal.. ' So you tave innumerable 
Com of -Saints,. ro-whom ye erect Altars 3 inſomnch , that thoſe 
of your union canybr rell ro which Saint it were beſt ro tatn them 


firlt : yer you have aflighed every one of them their Office, and direct 
your Diſciples what things they ought to ask, and what to give, and 
whar-to bring to paſs, under their refpective Proteftions, withour any 
manner of : Warranr from the Word of God. Bur, Sir, be pleaſed ro 
underſtand me, L do not apply theſe falſe Gods ro the Saints, for that 
would be Blaſphemy, and it were to call them Idols; which is abſurd, 
ſceing that they ſee the Face of God evermore, and are with God in 
Glory ;. bur in reſpect of thoſe horrible Abuſes, and vain Fanciesof thoſe 
of your Communion, the words of the Propher may be juſtly apptyed : 
for you. in your Imagination of the Saints of God, you have made Idols, 
and have ſo multiplied and increaſed the ſame, that rhe number of them 
haveexceeded the number of your Citiesand Towns: Bur,S:r,if you will 

ive me your patience, I will ſhew you that an eminent Lighr in the 

hurch of God, did apply rhefe very words of the Propher, unto the 
Blefſed Mother of- Jeſus, wy then abuſed moſt Idolatrouſly by the 
Herericks Collyridians, in the ſame manner as you abuſe her, and other 
Saints now, :even to the higheſt Idolarry ; it was the old Farther Ep:- 
phaniue,Lib.3.Hers 79. Nequis comedat de Errore qui eft propter Sanflam 
Mariam, tam & fi enim pulchrum fit lignum, tamen non eft ad Cibum, 65 
fi Pulcherrima eft Maria, & Sana, & Honorata, at non ad Adorationem. 
He vero Mulieris colentes Mariam, rurſus Renovant fortune mixturam, 
© preparant Men/am Diabolo, non Deo, quemadmodum Scriptum eft paſ= 
cuntur cibo impietatis, & rurſus & Femine terunt Pollinem,  Filiss coll; 
gunt Ligna ut faciant Placentds Oleo ſubaus Regine Celi : Compeſcantur 
Teremia 3 tales Mnlieres ne turbant Orbem Terrarum ; ne'dicant Ho- 
noramus Reginam Cel : no Man feed upon this Error, rouching 
St. Mary 3 for though ree be fair, yet is not the Fruit ro be eater ; 
and though Mary be Beauriful, Holy, and Honourable, yer is ſhe nor 
tobe Adored : Burt theſe Women Worſhipping St, Mary, run again to 
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the Sacrificeof Wine mingled in the Honour of the Goddeſs Fortune, and 
prepare a Table for the Devil, and not for God, as it is written in the' 
Scriptures, they are fed with the meat of wickedneſs : and again, their” 
Women boult tiower, and their Children gather ſticks, ro make Cakes 
in honour of the Queen of Heaven : rheretore ler ſuch Wemen be rebu- 
ked by the Propher Feremiah, and ler rhem no more trouble the World, 
and ler them nor ſay, We worthipthe Queen of Heaven. 

Here you may ſee, Sir, that theſe words were ſpoken of the filthy I- 
dols of rhe Heathen, and by this holy Father applied ro the Mother of 
our Lord ; not ro'deface that blefled Woman, bur to declare the fond 
Errours.of thoſe Hereticks, what is done leſs to that great Sainr in thoſe 
Countries that pay Obedience ro the Church and See of Rome, than theſe 
Herericks did, of whom this holy man thus complaineth > Do you nor 
offer ro her Candles, Incence, Garments, Jewels of Silver, and Jewels of 
Gold? Are nor, by.pretence of Worſhip,your Churches inriched ? And all 
this you do, becaule you fay, She #s the great Mediator of Interceſſion. 
Bur you pay the ſame Homage roher (if not more) as you do to her Son 
the Redeemer of the World. You pray to her to fave and defend you 
in Body and Soul, now and in the hour of death : for you call her, The 
Queen of Heaven, the Lady of Angels; you ſay to her, Command thy Son, 

ſhew thy ſelf to be a Mother. Your Cardinal Bembus telleth the Virgin, 
Dominam © Deam Noſtram, Bemb. in Epiſt. ad Carolum 5. Ambroſius 
Catharinw, one of the Council of Trent, Sefſ. 2. callerhy the Virgin, God's 
Fellow ; Fideliſſima ejus Socia. Nicholaus Cuſanus, a Cardinal of Rome, 
faith, Excitar.Lib.8. Hoc cedit ad Laudem dei © Virginis Marie Matris, 
quod ipſo ſuo principatu Authorss mortis nullo unquam tempore fuit non in- 
diguit virgo Liberatore, qui ipſam abſolveret a ſententia in Adam © in 
poſteres, Lata, Maria non eſt deleta de Libro Mortis, quia nunquam in eo 
ſeripta fuit. This thing turneth to the praiſe of God, and of the Virgin 
Mary the Mother, thar ſhe never was at any time under the power of 
the Author of Death; that Virgin needed no Deliverer, thar ſhould ran- 
ſom her from the Sentence pronounced againſt Adam and his Poſteriry. 

Mary was never razed out of the Book of Death, for ſhe was never 
written in it. When our Nation did profeſs the Romiſh Religion, I 
meet with a Council held at Oxford, where the Name of Chritt is quite 
teft our, and Mary's Name pur in; for thus it beginneth : Authorrrate 
Dei Patris, © Beate Virgings, © omnium Sanforum; By the Authority 
of God the Father, and the Blefſed Virgin, and of all Saints. 

Do you not in your Offices call her Mediatrix and Redemprrix ? 
Why then do you ſhuffle off your  Hearers with this diſtinction, thar 
Chrift alone is the Mediator of Salvation, and that the Virgin and Saints 
are only Mediators of Interceffion, and nor of Salvation ? I would once 
more pray you to obſerve how you contradict your own Doctrine left 
by men, whoſe Authoriry was not to be queſtion'd by any thar did fuc- 
ceed them, If your St. Ambroſe faith true, The Saints by ſhedding their - 

Bloud 
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Blo ud did: purchaſe Salvation for ww, how comes it to pals that they are 
day os of Salvatiow? Bur if they did not purchaſe Salvatian for 
us, I pray how comes it to paſs that they are Mediators of Interceflion ? 
When did this Prieſthood of theirs commence ? When did God ſay to 
any one of rhem,Thou art mySon,thu day have I begotten thee?TheSaints did 
nor glorifie themſelves ro be made Priefts, nor did God call them to thar 
Prietthood that ſhould intitle them to ſucha Mediatorſhip that you would 
pur upon them; and Chritt himſelf had nor ed himſelf ro be made 
an High-Prieſt, bur God glorified him, and ſaid, Thou art my Son, thy day 
have I begotten thee, Heb. 5. 8. From all which, Sir, we may conclude, 
that if your Doctors are in the right, your Ambroſe, and your Bembus, 
and your Ambroſius Catharinus, your Cuſanw, if they bein the right, and 
your Offices, the which I have by me, are in _ then the Virgin 
Mary and the reit of the Saints, are Mediators of Salvation, as well as 
Jeſus Chriſt ; and upon that confideration you mutt part with your fond 
diſtinction berween being a Mediator of Salvation, and of Interceſfion. 
Now if it be true, that none ever arrived to that Prieſthood bur Chrift 
himſelf, who was called of God, as was Aaren, Heb. 5. 7. and he took 
not the Office upon him, rill God did fo call him ; then how dare you 
rhruft this Office upon them, which is only dye: to Jeſus Chrift > And 
becauſe he is the Great High-Prieſt and Apoſtleof our Profeſſion, the An- 

els of God are commanded to worſhip him : And-rill you. prove the 
; Iwpan be ſuch, you muſt pardon us, we will pay them no Worſhip ; 
we do praiſe God for them, but we will —_— 

Sir, I know you make a great account of the Virgin Mary, upon the 
conſideration thar ſhe was the Mother of our Lord: It wasa great Hos 
nour and Grace that God Almighty conferred upon her, and therefore 
you run into thoſeextravagant waysof worſhipping her. Truly I; with 
very good affurance, do affirm, thar-ir is a greates Honour to be a Child 
of God, than to be the Mother of Jeſus Chriſt. Obſerve what St. Au- 
guſtine ſaith, Beatior ergo Maria ft percipiendo fidem Chriſti, quam con- 
cipiendo carnem Chriſti : Materna propinquitas nthil Marie profuiſſet, 
mſi felicius Chriſtum Corde quam Carne Geſtaſſit. Mary was more blef- 
ſed in that ſhe received the Faith of Chrift, than thar-ſhe conceived the 
Fleſh of Chriſt : Motherly kindneſs could have done Mary no good, un- 
leſs ſhe had born Chrift more blefſedly in her hearr, than ſhe bear him in 
her fleſh, Aug. de Sanfta Virginitate, cap. 3. Again, he faith, Mater mea 
quam appellaſts felicem, ors falix eſt, quia verbum Des cuſtodivit, non 
quia in ills verbum caro fatum eſt. My. Mother whom ye have called 
bleſſed.therefore is bleſſed. becauſe ſhe hath kept the Word of God,not be- 
cauſe the Word in her was made Fleſh, Aug.in Fob. Tra&.1o.Tothe words 
of this holy Doctor give me leave to joyn the words of Chriſt himſelf, in 
Luke 11.27,28. And it came to paſi,as be ſpake theſe things.that is,while he 
preached to the people, a certain woman of the company lift up her voice, 
and ſaid unto him, Bleſſed 's the womb that bear thee, and the paps which 
thou 
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thou haſt ſucked. | Bar he faid, 7a, rarher bleſſed are they thitt hear the 
Word of God, and keep it. 1 pray you to obſerve the words of Epipha- 
mw, Lib. 3. Hereſ. 79. con. Collyridianos, Chriſtus dixit quid mihi, & t5- 
bi eft mutier ? nondum venit hora mea,quanon putarent aliqun magny exti- 
mium eſſe Sanftam Virginem, mulierem eam appellavit votuti prophetans 
que efſent futura interra ſetarum & Hertſeon genera ut ne aliqui nimiunt 
adrnirari Sanftam in hanc Hereſim ejuſque deliramenta delebantur eft enim 
Ludibrinm tota Res, © Anicularum fabula, 5 nt ita dicahi tota Herefis 
traftatio. Chriſt ſaith wo hy Mother, Woman, what have I to do with 
thee ? my hour # not yet come. Leſt any man ſhould think the Virgin 
Mary was of greater Excellency, he called her Woman ; as it were pro- 
ing of the kinds of Sedts and Herefies that were to come into the 
orld, left any man, having too great an Opinion of thar holy Sainr; 
ſhould fall irito rhe Hertfie and the FRnges the fate: for indeed rhe 
whole matter is bur a Mockery, and Old Wives Tale, and truly ro ay 
nothing elfe bur rhe handling of an Herefie, You fee St. Epiphanzus his 
Judgment of the Worſhip thar is due to the Virgin Mezry. We do not 
find- him to call her R ix or Mediatrix ; he takes no notice at 
all of that, bur irt- plain words relis yon, thar fhe is nor to be worthi - 
Now if ſhe hact beeti ini'arry fence a Mediator, fhe would have had fome 
title ro be worſhipped atid adored. | 
Ii ſhort, Sir, you cati never prove her, in any caſe whatever, to be a 
Mediaror. "Then do you nor do the greateſt affront and contempt ro 
Jefs Chrift, by applying your ſelves ro her as a Mediator, or ro any 0- 
ther Saint wharſoever ? Do you not in your Offices pray to them all, 
thar they through their merirs wonld' obrairi for you life ing ? 
Bur; Sir, ro be plain with you, it isneceffary that you confider thar there 
are, as the effects of Chriſt's death for us, three great Products, which 
are the Rule and Meafure of our Prayers, and of our Confidence. 
r. Chriſt's Merits. 2. His SarisfaCtion. And 3. His Interceflion. By 
theſe three we come boldly ro the Throne of Grace, and pray ro God 
through Jeſus Chriſt : Bar if we pray to God through the Saints too, and 
rely upon their Merits, Satisfaction, and Interceflion, do we nor make 
thei equal ro Chriſt ih rhe'grear Office of his Prieſthood ? You know 
very well that this is the publick avowed Practice of the Church of 
Rome, to rely upon the Saints Intercefſion, ro be made valid by the Merirs 
of the Saints, rogerher with their Satisfaction: for if by the ſhedding of 
their Bloud for the Church, they purchaſed Salvation for the Charch ; 
then by ſhedding their Bloud for the Church, they made ſatisfaction for 
the ſins of the Church : So rhar you make the Virgin Mary and the Saints 
equal, if not ſaperiour ro Chriſt, i the great Work of obtaining Salva- 
rion for us. Give me leave, Sir, to put you in mind of ſome of your 
Prayers that have been ufed, and whole uſe ſtill continues in your Church. 
In the firſt place, rake norice of a Prayer to one Ezheldred an Engliſh 
Saint, in theſe words : Look, O mo#t gracious Virgin, upon our Troubles 
which 
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which we mo?t deſervedly ſuſtain, and by the Merits and Interceſſion of thy 
Holineſs, both appeaſe the Anger of the Fudge, whom we have offended, and 
obtain that Pardon which we have not deſerved. Sacrum Breviary, fol.1 00. 
In the Office of the Hours, as it is uſed at Rome: Omnes Santi, £5 Sante 
Dei, ſubvenite mibi, & ut per merita veſtra pex venire valeam ad eterne 
beatitudinis Patriam. There is another Prayer in the Roman Breviary, 
directed ro St. Fude 3 in Engliſh it is thus : We pray thee, O St. Jude the 
Apoſtle, that by thy Merits thou wouldeſt drive me from the cuſtom of my 
fins, and ſnatch me from the power of the Devil, aud advance me to thy in- 
viſible power. 1 pray conſider another Prayer in your Offices, for the 
Sunday before the Aſcenlion of our Lord, made to St. Mary Magdalen, 
in theſe words: O Mary Magdalen, hear our Prayers, which are full of 
Praiſes, and moſt clemently reconcile ths Company unto Chriſt, that the 
Fountain of Supream Piety, who cleanſed thee from thy ſins, giving pardon, 
ayuay cleanſe us who are his Servants and thine. Burt above all, ſce that 
excellent Prayer to St. Becket, whole Bloud ye have ſuppoſed to be as 
foveraign as the Bloud of the Son of God. *Tis nor enough to pray as 
you do, that by his Merits and Prayers you may be deliver'd from Vice 
to Virtue, and from. the Priſon to the Kingdom ; this you hope for 
from the more ordinary Saints: bur as for St. Thomas of Canterbury, you 

ray, That by his Bloud you may climb to Heaven, as he hath done before you. 

ow do you judge in your own Conſcience, Whether this and all your 
Saints be not made equal ro Chriſt > and whether you do not make 
them Mediators of Salvation.as well as Intercefſion ? And more than all 
this,one of your own Dot&tors tells us, That the Interceſſion of the Saints 
more available, than the Interceſſion of Chriſt 5 and that as Chriſt wrought 
greater Miracles by bis Saints, than by himſelf, ſo oftentimes he ſheweth the 
force of their Interceſſion, more than hs own. This Doctor of yours pur 
a Queſtion, Mhether it is better to pray to God through Chriſt alone, or thre? 
the Saints ? which Queſtion he derermineth, That it was better to pray to 
God through the Saints. So that by the Doctrine of your Learned men, 
you may, nay you ought to go to God through the Merits, Satisfaction, 
and Inrerceflion of the Saints ; fo that there is nothing remaining of the 
Honour due ro Chriſt our Saviour; and our Confidence in Him, bur the 
ſame in every kind is by your Church impured -ro the Saints : therefore 
the Being and Oeconomy of Chriſtianity is deſtroyed by theſe Prayers, 
and the People are nor, and cannot-be = Chriſtians in theſe Devori- 
ons; and whar hopes are. laid up for who Repent to no purpole, 
and pray with derogation to Chriſt's Honour, is marter of deepelt conſi- 
deration : Therefore our Church will take care thar, her 24 nab may 
not be ſeduced with little Tricks and Arrtifices, of uſeleſs and laborious 
DiſtinCtions and Proteſtarions againſt Evidence of Fact. Therefore Sir, 
you ought, with Fear and Trembling, ro conſider what God faid by the 
Prophet 3 My people have done two great evils, they have forſaken ne, the 
living fountain, ( that is, the firong and living God ) and have digged to 
themſe ves 
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bves ciſterss (that is,little ick helps) that hold no water, that . 

ve no refreſhment, Jet./2. 13. Or as St. Paul expreſſeth it, They worſhip 
and invocate. the nm—__ T1 ——_— = Creator : 1o the 
word properly fignifies, It is (tle in other places, 
x Cor, 3.11. and Gal. 1. 8. Bur to conclude this Head, I beſeech you, 
Sir, ro remember the words of St, Auguſtine : Tutiws, & jucundins loquar 
ad meum Feſum, quam ad aliquam Santtorum Spirituum Dei : 1 can ſpeak 
more ſafely, and more 7: to my Jeſus, than to any of the Saints 
and = of God, Lib. 1. Cap, 2. De Vifitatione Infirmorum. For that 
Holy Father knew thar Jelus was the only Mediator, and it was highly 
rending to the prejudice of Chriſt's Prieithood, who only ever lives te 
make luntcefion fre ws, 10 poop ro any of the Saints. 

Fourthly, You know, Sir, that Chriſtians are ev here exhorted ro 
flee from Idolatry, and to keep themſelyes from Idols : for this I ſhall 
not need to uſe many Arguments, to fatisfie you or any man ; therefore 
we cannot conſent to your Practice 'of Praying to Saints .and Angels, 
becauſe ir is I . I confeſs this is, and hath been a Charge 

hich none of your ion could bear, but have been, and are ſtill 
highly offended ar ir. Any man (faitha Doctor of your Church) of com- 
mon Reaſon, would think it as eaſie to prove the Snow to be black, as fo inns- 
cent a Praftice to be Idolatry. - Bur, Sir, I humbly conceive that Learned 
Perſon may be miſtaken: for ir is agreed by boch the Romiſh Doctors, 
and thoſe of rhe Reformed Religion, Thar Idolatry, in the proper no- 
tion of it, is a giving that Worſhip and Service to the Creature, which is 
dueonly roGod ; yea, though men worſhip God, yer if they worſhip ths 
Creature allo, they are Idolarers. 

The holy Apoſtle reproves thoſe ( Rom. 1. 25.) that waſiges the 
Crearure beſides the Creator. And this was the Idolatry of rhole whom 
the King of Aſhria ſent to inhabit Samaria, The Tex: faith, They fea- 
red the Lord, and ſerved other or their own Gods, 2 King. 17. 33. Now : 
that you worſkip Saints and Angels as well as Almighty God, is notori- . 
ous ; for you profes a practiſe it : and is not that a worſhip» 

ing the Crearure betides the Crearor ? And if ro worſhip rhe Creature 
the Creator, be Idolarry, how ſhall yow be excuſed from the juſt 
Charge of Idolarry ? The diſtinction that you think to help your ſelves 
out withal, is that of Latriaand Dulia 3 which I think is as 1ll applied, 
as ever any diſtinction was. I confeſs, I am no Proficient in the He- 
brew, but thoſe that are Maſters of that T rell us, there is bur one 
word in the Hebrew for Dulia and Latria ; bur that $kill I have in the 
Greek, aſſures me, that >/auvew and #aweir are indifferently taken if the 
Old and New Teſtametfir,' both for one and the ſame thing ; and both 
applied roGod, the former to him as he is Lord, and the latter as he is 
God, as St. Auguſtine ſaith, thar firſt made the diſtinftion : and there- 


fore, as I ſaid I repeat ir royou again, it was neither made by 
—— Practice, as you maintain in 
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And if you quit that, then it roundly ——_— 
Worlti) to the Creature, which is rmopÞoey Roeell you 
the juſt Charge of Idolarry upon your lelves, which we are 


to aVoid. 
T Bay ye Sir, r6 r&ll ns wherein you differ from the Gmnzsles in 


rod iog pnghen # rartmeagtor >. tu, did by 
their Doctrine of 


nai, Ni remind is Datons wet, 1 Gehiiles, evi no- 
tions of Demons, is revived and re-enforeed in your Church. The 


Gentiles thar their Demons wete an i forr-of deified 
owers, that ſtood ifi the midſt berween the Sov Gods and them. 
T he Soveraign Gods were r them ſappolet!'ſo, e and pure, that + 
Mortats could not. ahd it tut approach 3 therefore they introduced 


this iniddle fort of Divine to be as Mediators and Agents be- 
twixt them. Theſe Demons, or Mediarors, were ſt to be of rwo 
ſorts ; ſome were the Sotils of men deified after r death : for you 
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inging always the fame: Theſe ſecond fart of do fidly anſwer 
X& Sriricual Powers which we call Angels as the Srmer above-mer 
I al gs er VEmen- 


ro thale we call Saints. Demons they built their 
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chance we do as certain Mimi are wont to do ; cos i op leg, of 
of Water, we beg Wine. Thele things having their beginning amongſt 
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Soall the Saints in Heaven have been appointed, each gne in his Or- 
der, to his. any one i iatrude into anothers 


The Pagan Sea-men, they called upon Neptune ; bur your Church 
pacgera 3 Nichole to have 95.qumch of none poweee than he :. therefore 
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your 
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our Sea-men call uponhim. Your Painters have St. Luke ' for their 
atron ; and rhe'Pagax Painters had Appelles for theirs. Your Porters 
have Goalus : And rhe Hunts-men, Euſtachius. Your Curtezans have 
Sr. Afra, and St. Mary Magdalen. You, I ſuppoſe, know who was the 
Patroneſs of the Pagan Ladies of Pleafure. The Heathens 4did-rely 
wpon their particular D.emons, for the cure of ſeveral Diſcaſes ; and you 
rely upon your particular Saints. Sr. Sebaſtian and St. Roch, have a 
rw ms ro cure the Plague ; St. Perronilla, the Fever, with the 
help of Sr, Sy - war's St. Fohn and St. Bennet the Abbor, to cure Poy- 
ſon ; St. Apelmuia, the Tooth-ach ; St. Oliva fore Eyes ; St. Apollinarius, 
the French-Pox, for he had got that Employment fince the difcovery of 
the Weſt Indies: St. Vincentius hath -a ſpecial faculry of reſtoring ftoln 
Goods ; and Sr. Liberixs doth infallibly cure the Stone ; and St. Felicr- 
1& will give the Teeming Mother a tine Boy. Ir is range, that if 
nothing bur the Intercetfion of theſe Saints were intended, that they 
cannot as well pray for other rhings as theſe; or that they have no 
Commiſſion to ask of thoſe any thing elſe. I pray, Sir, compare your 
Readings together, and fee whether or no the Heathens had not their 
particular Gods for theſe things, ro whom: they did pay all Worſhip, 
and therefore were charged by God himſelf with Idolatry, and their 
Gods were termed Idols ; and the reaſon why they were Idolaters, 
was, becauſe they gave Worſhip to their Gods, which were but Crea- 
rures, which was only due to the Creator. 

You may ſay, Sir, that theſe Demons, or Inferiour Deities of the 
Heathens, were the Souls of wicked men and Devils ; whercas thoſe 
thar are invocated and adored by us, are the Spirits of juſt men and 
Angels. And as to the diſtriburing ro every Saint his peculiar Office, 
we are not tyed to defend the Superſtirions of the Vulgar, or the A- 
| buſed. . To this, Sir, I muſt reply, and tell you, We do not think you 
lie under any ſuch Obligation ; bur you are bound to inform the Abu- 
ſed, and ro reprove this notorious Idolarry, as all the Miniſters of 
Chriſt, and Stewards of, the Myſteries of God, do in the Reformed 
Churches, and declare againſt fuch Abominarions. I confeſs, the Tr:- 
dentine Chapter very zcalonſly forbids all Superſtitions, bur wiſely for- 
bears to tells the World what is Superſtirion, and whar is not: So that 
the Members of your Church till go on in thoſe Superſtitions and Ido- 
larrous Practices. 

Nay, every Nation hath its Saint, as England hath St. George, Scor- 
land St. Andrew, Ireland St. Patrick, Wales St. David, Spain St. Fames, 
France St. Denns ; nay, every Ciry, every Family, almoſt every Houle, . 
and every devour Perſon chuſcth his particular Saint, whoſe Alrars they 
more deyoutly frequent, whole Images they more Religiouſly Worſhip, 
to whoſe Relicks they more readily go in Pilgrimage, to whoſe Honour 
they ſay more Pater Nofters, and Ave Maria's, whoſe Feſtivals they 
more ſolemnly obſerve, ſpoyling their Prayers by their Confidence in un- 

known 
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known Perſons, living in an unknown Condition, diminiſhing that Wor- 
ſhip they owe to God, and thar Honour they owe to our Lord Feſus 
Chrift, and that AGance they ought to have in God through Chriit, 
and pay it to them who cannot fave. 

Give me leave to tell you, that the number of your Saints are fo 
many, that your People can ſcarce tell, which Saint to turn himſelf ro 
firſt ; and if you will rake the Authoriry of a Writer of your own 
Church, you will find that your Church have been fo far from correQ- 
ing of the Superſtition, and Idolatry of the Common People, and the a- 
buſed Zealots of your Communion : for Iſuardus a French Monk, dili- 
gently ſearching our the number of Saints, found that in every day in 
the year, there are more than three hundred Saints to be ſerved : fuch 
a number of Saints have the Bi of Rome brought into the Church 
of their own Authoriry, whom they have Sainted partly for Fayour, 
and partly for Money, and y of blind Zeal, and __ for fatis- 
fying other Mens corru ions ; theſe I ſay, muſt be Worſhipped, 
Kay, ar unto; ſo far are you from ving Idolatry, that you 
incourage and promote it. Another faith, That from the tame the Bi- 
ſhops of Rome began firſt ro Canonize, and make Saints, unto the time 
of Fehn the rwo and twentieth Biſhop of Rome, there were Canonized 
five thouſand five hundred fifry five Saints ; this I have from the Au- 
thor Faſciculus Temporum. Therefore, Sir, you mult confeſs the Extra- 
vagancy of thoſe who have had the Guardianſhip of the Church. Ir is 
not the fault of the People only running wilfully inro ſuch Idolatrous 
Practices ; bur it is the Practice of your Church, warranted and taughr 
by ſome of her Guides. Now, whereas, your Divines have pleaded, 
Thar the Worſhip that the Pagans give to their Gods was Idolatry, be- 
cauſe they were the Souls of wicked Mcn, and Devils ; and thar your 
Warſhip _ you pay to Saints and Angels, cannor be Idolatry, becauſe 

are ſuch. 

This, I humbly concerve to be a great Miſtake, for though there be 

a diſparity, becauſe the Idolarry of the Pagan World, did not lie in the 
ill choice they made of their Demons, they gn 3 bur in giving 
thar Religious Worſhip ro a Creature, which was due only to the Crea- 
ror. Let him be a good of a bad Angel, a juſt or a wicked Perſon 
ſince he is but a Creature, *tis Idolatry ro. offer Religious Worſhip, or 
to Invocate him 3. fo that if it be Idolatry ro Worſkip ill Men, or De- 
vils, becauſe they are Creatures, then it is. Idolatry ro Worſhip good 
Men, or Angels, becauſe they are Creatures likewiſe. Before I con- 
clude this Head, let me tell you the Opinion of one of your Church u 
en this matter, his Words are theſe : Multi Chriſtiani in re bona » 4 
rumque peccant quod Divos, Divas que non alitur Venerantur, quam De- 
wm, nec video in multss quid ſit diſcrimen, inter corum Opinionem de San- 
Ar," id quod Gentiles putabant de Diis furs : Ludvi. Not. in Aug. De 
Civit. Dei, Lib. 3. Cap. 27. Edit. Anno 1596. Many Chriſtians, do 

for 
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for the moſt part tranſgreſs in a good thing, that they Worſhip Hee-Sainrg, 

and Shee-Saints, no otherwiſe than they Worfhip God : nor dol fee in 

many things, wherein their Opinion of the Saints do differ from rhar 

— ono oapaged cs. wart. I think no Proreftant could have 
more. 

Sir, Let me ask you, Was it not Idolatry in the Fews to burn Tn- 
cenſe to the Queen of Heaven ? And was not God highly provoked at 
ir? Whar difference is there berwixt burning Incenſe ro her whom you 
call the Queen of Heaven, and the Fews burning Incenſe to rhe Queen 
of Heaven, which is termed Idolatry ? Is not this your Practice ro this 
day ? And if the Fews were guilty of Idolatry for that Worſhip, how 
can you expect ro cleat your ſelves from the ſame Charge ? it they 
Worſhipped that which was nor, and therefore were guilty of Tdolarry. 
I pr ne Ie OT when was ſhe made ſo? and 
by whom ? What Text can you bring to prove any ſuch thing > Did 
God ever ſay to the Virgin Mary, (whom you call Queen of Heaven) 
Sit thou art my right hand ? Or did he fay, Let all the Angels of Gdd 


< Worſhip Her ? If he did, produce your Text, and you will do much ; 


and till then you will nor eafily perfwade thoſe of our Church, either ro 
joyn with you in any Worſhip to the Virgin, or quit you from the 

f Idolatry. I will leave theſe to your Conlideration, and fo e 
this Head. 

Fifthly, As your Practice of Praying to Saints and Angels, is the vileſt 
Idolatry, fo it is the greateſt Blaſphemy ; and from hence we conclude 
it to be an unreaſonable Service, and an Abominartion in the ſight of 
God. To prove this,..Sir, I will rake notice of ſome of thoſe Prayers ro 
the Saints, uſed in your Offices, and ſhew how. you attribute rhat ro 
them, which only belongs to the . grear God, that made the Heavens, 
and the Earth. You muft know,$ir,that God hath ſeveral Artributes thar 
are incommunicable ; and to give theſe to any Creature whatever, muſt 


be the higheſt Blaſphemy agaunſt God. 
The Gn af eg, confeſs, is more modeſt than ſome of your 


private Doctors, bur blaſphemons enough in its Determination : C, Trid. 
Seſſ. 9. Sanfti una cum Chriſto Regnantibus, E Orationes pro Haminibus 
offerentibus, bonum,- atque utile eit ſupplicare, eos Invocare, E9 ob Benefi- 
cia a Deo Impetranda, per filium ejws Feſum Chriſtum, qui ſolus noſter Re- 
demptor, C& Salvator eft, ad eorum Orationes opem, Auxiliumque, Confu- 
gere : Thar is the Saints Reigning with Chriſt, and offering their Pray- 
ers for Men, it is good and profitable, humbly to Invocare them ; and 
that we may obrain benefits of God, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, who 
1s our only Redeemer and Saviour, to have recourſe to their Prayers, 
Aid, and Afiſtance, In which, Sir, you may ſee that Council doth ar- 
tribute the power of helping, and aiding Men ; which only belopgs to 
an infinite God, to rhe finite Crearure, thar is not able to help. Your 
Carechiſm ſer forth by the Decree of that Council, hath it thus, Iwve- 


cands 
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cends ſunt Sans, to quod Salute hominzuon proces affidue faciunt, mult «- 
qe eorum Merite, & gratiem, nos Dew confer t beneficia, Rogati peccate- 
rum veniam, noby ingpetrans & Conciliant nobn Dew gratiam. Where 
the obtaining of Grace i attributed ro them, which only belongs to the 
Interceſſion of Chriſt, as he is our great High-Prielt that is gone into the 
Holy of Holies, not made with Hands, to appear in the Preſence of 
God on our behalf : for you ſee he is by your own Council called, Solus 
Redemptor & Salvator : and what greater blaſphemy and comempr a- 
| guy mage menamggy than to attribute that which is 
ue to him, to any Crearure ; fince that God hath given him all Pow- 
er both in Heaven and in Earth, Who is he that can juſtifie the com- 
municating and attributing this Power to another, without the juſt 
Charge o wor qrames, == Give me leave totake a Fiew gf thoſe 
AI WINE ick Offices, performed in your Pablick A(- 
ſemblies, in the Breviary, or Hours of Sarum, which was in great Re- 
queſt before the Reformation 3 wherein I find many Strains 
of Devotion, ſoamerimes ro the whole Quire of Angels in general ; ſome- 
rimes to this, or the other Angel in particular ; as to Michael, Gabriel, 
Rephea!, whom you dignific with the Title of Arch-Angels ; bar in 
that, and in other Breviaries, you aremore liberal of your Prayers to the 
Saints, they are lower, yer your Devotion is carried much higher 
than ro the To the Saines, $7, you ave more particularly di- 
retted, and to uſe the fame ſhew of Aﬀection which you uſe ro God 
himſelf. In the Office of the Hours, as in uſe at Rome, on the Sixth 
Day of Fun : Santte,Claudi ! Defolatorum, Conſolator, Captivorum Libe+ 
rator, Reſurreftio Mormurum, Lumen, Cacorum, Auditus, Surdorum, Sana> 
tr Languidorum, Thtor Naufragantizm, Via Errantium, Salus in te om- 
nanm Sperantizm. What coula have been faid more to the Eternal God, 
or Chriſt himſeff ? And can you fay this to any Creature-whatſoever, 
rater me be ? Sor, that Prayer in the 
fame 2 O Deati Apoſtoli Dei ! Solvite me a Peccars Defendite me a 
Pen# Inferni, © de poteftare Tenebrarum confortate me, ©& ad Regmem, 
wfrermun me te, Onmes Sanfie Virgines Des ! adjuroate me, ut ha- 
beans bonam Voluntatem Corth, Corpors Sanitucem Caſtitatem, © 

Curſam Vite mee, Societartem Beatitudines, Who can us 
from our fins, but God, through Jeſas Chritt > Who can deliver us 
from the pains of Hell, bur God, through Faith in the Bloud of his 
Son > Who can deliver us from the power of Darkneſs, but God, by 
the Miniſtry of the glorious Goſpel ? Ir was Blaſphemy in the 
Fes, to attribure the great Power by which Chrift did work Mirs- 
thes, ro the Prince of Devils; and then irfollows, thariit is alſo Blaſphe- 
my in our Devorions, to attribute thar'Power to the Crearare, that be- 
longs alone to Almighty God himſelf. Bur ter us fee a licthe more of 
your Devotions : In the Hours of the Bleſſed Virgin you pray thus: © 
ganorons Mary, beanrvour above all, obtain purdon for us, apply Grace uno 


Hs 


24 A. Diſcourſe ſhewing the Unlawfulneſ 
us, prepare Glory for us. Hail thou Roſe, thou Virgin Mary, Grant us to' 
uſe true Wiſdom, and with the Eleft to enjoy Grace, that we may with Mo-' 
lody praiſe thee ; do thou drive away our Sins away : O Virgin Mgry give us 
75 Thele, and divers others like theſe, may be fend bs thoſe 

of the Virgin Mary. I will give you another touch of this ſort of Deyo- 
tion in the lame Offices : 


Reparatrix, 65 Salvatri.x, defperants Anime, 
Irroratrix, Largitrix, Spiritualis Gratie, 
Quod Requiro, quod Suſpiro Mea Sana Vulnera, 
Et da menti, te Poſcenti, Gratiarum Munera. 
Ut fim Caſtus & Modeſtus, &C. | 
Corde prudens, Ore ftudens, Veritatem Dicere, 
Malum Nolens, Deum Volens pio ſemper Opere. 
- That is, Thou Repairer, and Saviour of the diſpairing Soul, dew 
Giver, and Beſftower of Spirirual Grace ; heal my Wourdds 3 give to 
the Mind that prays to thee, the Gifts of Grace, that I may be chaſt, 
modeſt, wiſe in Hearr, true in my Sayings, hating Evil, loving God in 
every good Work : and much more to the fame 
I do not now marvel that Biſhop Leo the tenth, calls her a Goddeſs ; 
and Father Turcelin, one of your Order, calls her, Divine Majeſtats; 
Poteſtatiſque Sociam, huic olam Celeſtium Mortaliumque Principalium, de- 
rulit ad hujus arbitrium (quo ad hominum Tutela Poſtulat) Terras Maria 
Calum, natmramque moderatur, hac annuente & per hanc Divinos The- 
ſawros, © Cwleſtia dona largitur : The Companion, and Partner of Di- 
vine Majeſty, and Power, to her long fince gave the Principality of all 
heavenly and morral things at her Will (fo far as the Guardianſhip of 
Men requires) ſhe Rules the Earth, Sea, Heaven, and Narure, and ſhe 
conſenting he gives Divine Treaſure, and Celeſtial Gifts. Nay, in the 
Maſs-Books, Printed 1538, and uſed in the Po/onian Churches, you call 
the Bleſſed Virgih, Mary viam ad vitam, Mundi Gubernatricem, Pecca- 
torum cum Deo Reconciliatricem, fontem, Remuſſions Peccatorum, lumen 
bumanum : The way to Life, the G the World, the Recon- 
ciler of Sinners with God, the Fountain of Remifſion of Sins, and ar 
laſt you Salute her with an Ava Maria, Univerſe Trinitats Mater : 
Hail Mary ! thou Mother of the whole Trinity. Sir, you area Man of 
Reading, and certainly you. can never be ſuch a Biggor, as to forge 
your Reaſon : Is nor Chriſt himſelf the Door and Way to Life ? Is nor 
he our Reconciler > Is not God alone the Governour of the World ? 
Doth nortour Creed tell us, Thar he is God of God?, and Light of Lights ? 
Is not he the Fountain of Pardon F Yea, Sir, he is an unexhauſtable 
Fountain of Remiſſion, And what greater Blaſphemy can be ſpoken, 
than to call her the Mother of the whole Trinity ? Can you think 
with your ſelf, that any thinking number of the Chureh of England, * 
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of any. oxher Reformed Church, cn be brought to joyn with you in 
ſuch irrational Practices as theſe > Be pleaſed, Sir, not ro miſtake me, 
I donor pick our theſe.oaly as the molt fingalar, and he quit Foinss, 
for fach as theſe are yery numerous, as may be ſeen i iy your Proviaries 
Miffaks, and Hours of our Lady, and in the Roſary Lady, and 
Litenies of our Lady, the Speculzum Reſarigrian, the Miyaniy of Saints, 
and Porruices, and Manyals,. theſe tis tor Inſtances, ' amongft 
which many others do occur. A few thi ſhall only add, inſtead of 
many more that might be re 

L The firſt is, that Hymn which you in your Church (for. what 
Bora da wen aig bor} regen 
ble ro be informed) callerh a Sequence. The Council of Conſtance, did 
ro Invocare the Blcſſed Virgs in the ſame manner as the il did 
uſe ro Invocare the Holy Ghoft : they call her the Mother of Grace, the 
Remedy to the Miſerable, the Framats of Mercy, and the Light wo the 
Church, Attributes proper to God ; and incommunicable they Sing 
Praiſes, and Pray to her for Grace; they Sing to her on be rg 
they call themſelves her Sons; they declare her to be their Health ; and 
Comfort in'all Dgubrs ; they call on her for Light trom Heaven; they 
ruſt in her forthe deſtruction of Hereſies, and rhe repreiſion of Schiſms, 
and for the laſting Canfederations of Peace. This Piece of Service and 
Worſhip, did the Prelartes of that remarkable Council perform. And, 
Sir, you may know that man hole Gran -renpyp nk nk, have 
tollowed the F of tho One ah, 


enen, Sermon 6, Art. 1. Go. s. 
Your Dodkces kave tan pry pe apny nt orgy Ho 
That ſhe is Conſtituted every Creature ; and whoſoever Fa 4H 
Knee to Feſus, doth fall down alſo and ſupplicate his Mother. that the 
Glory of the Son may be judged nor to be ſo much common with the 
, as to be the ame. - I will do your Writers no wrong, for I 
will ſer down the very words of Barnerdinus Senenſis, which are thele : 
Mater et filii Dei, qus producit Spiritum Sanfium, Idzo omnia Dona Vey 
ritats, © gratie jo. piritus Santi, quibus vult, quando vult, quomods 
vult, & quantum vult, per Manu ipſius adminiſtratum. The other Say- 
ing hath for irs Author, Arnoldus, De Laudibus Beate Virgins, Conſtitu- 
ea ef ſuper omnem Creaturam, & quicunque Feſu Curvat Genu, Matrs 
pronus applica & filis gloriam cum. Mazre, non tam communem 
Een Ion dem; Bur, Sir, to proceed, there is another Saying of 
CEIED ps Ipa Dei Mater de omnipotentia filii Jus eui eft innixa, 
quando wvult ibs aſſumit, de Buſt. Ma. P. 12. Ser. 2. That ſhe aſſumeth 
to herſelf as much of rhe Omnipotency of her Son, as ſhe pleaſerh,  Da- 
mian, $erm. 1. de nat. BF. accedit ante aurum humane Reconciliations 
Altars , non ſolum Rogans, ſed —_ Domina, non ancill : Lo 
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ſhe*comes befdfe the” Altir of Hutnan Reconciliarion, nor'ly 
only , bur Commanding, — AO ny Done ar 


Chuch dare wii ro ſh6w rhefireng frengrl of hisfaney,/rells-yo0!Fhan 


the Hiſtory #AÞ 
pt 4A do) E 7 ho 
the LY, eff Good. he retained: pts nd 
granted Mercy unto The if 4 Man find himlelf agrieved ih the 
Courr of God's Juftice, 'he may appeal to the Court of the Mercy &f his 
Mother ; - ſhe bei that Throne otsGrace, . whereof the- Apoltte ſpeak- 
erh in the Hebrews, chap. to. my: wart is Gabriel Brett, Upon: the Ca- 
non of the Mafs, Reading'89. 

Well, Sir, there is a Prayer to: UhiVidgin Mir, ivehs Platrun, ap 
proved by th- Doctors of 111; S5rbonne, that is well worch-confidering; 
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and *tis this, My only Sttccour, Me: Lips are botmd to publiſh no other Prat \ 


ſes but thine : by thee the He: of the Serpent hath been bzuifed, the Werld 
repaired ; thy Power #s boundleſi ; unto thee I confeſi my Sins, into thy 
Hinds I commit my, Soul ; come nnto Mary all ye that has: thirſt, Pray unto 
her, that _ her Water ' ſve will waſh away the fethineſs of y0lar- Syns, 
This, Sir, bel Devarion, ard how blaſpherrious i ivis, Fleave tothe 
World to 5d The latter part, I __ is intended for ſome pi- 
OUS Meditation, rather than a Prayer ; here you make her infinite 
it Power, for you fay her Power is boundleſs ; here you make her ro 
have bruiſed rhe Head of the Serpent, which is only to be attributed ro 
Chriſt Jefus ; here you commend'your Souls into' her'Hands, who are 
all at the diſpoſal 'of Almighty Gol. Chrit- fairh, mo unto me ; but 
yaur Doors call-upon Men ro come toout Lady. God rhrough Chritt 
bath Power to furgive Sins 3 but you fay the Virgin Mary hath thar 
Power, What can be greater — then this? Ina word, in this 
Prayer you give the Virgin the fame Power that'God himfelf hath ; 
nay, ſome will give her more, and impudently jaftifie themſelves there» 
ia, Bur art this alfo, .I do not wonder, for your Barnardinus rells us; 
Thar in reſpect of her, God after a fort is-more bound ro us, rheji-we 
are to him : Propter Beatam Virginem Deus qnodamodo, plus obligerur N0- 
by, quam nos ſibi, Then again the faid Writer ſaith, ſpeaking to the 
Virgin: Tu feciſts Majora et qui'Potens eft': ſhe fairh, He thar is mighry 
hath done grear things for me : bur of her we may fay, the hath done 
things thar js mighty. The ſame Author r ſaith : Though 
Bobs ſujet? ro God inaſmuch as ſhe ia Cyeature';' 1 fhe s ſaid'to by 
ſuperior and preferred bi fore him, inaſmuch as Ber * bs. Mothey.  Andis 
not that the reaſon, why ye direct more Ptayers to Het; thari to God -him- 
ſelf > Do you not teach your People rg ſay ten 4ve's;' for one Pater ? 
And ſhe hath more ans be hn r her, rhen Chriſt himſelf. 
I have bur one thing more to rroubte you with upon-this Head; and 
thar-is the Pfalter of our T.ady, whith'is made in imitation of Davids 
Plaltns , the Name of the great God'is every-where'put'oat”, _ 


” 
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Name. ef he Virgin:A4zry is/put in its place.'\- You knbw very well 
who rhe Author is, thar- it was compiled: by: your Sertphiet Docks 
Bonaventure Bilhop of Alba, and Presbyter-Cardinal 6t your Church. 
You may know allo the-greart eſteem ir is in the: Charcb of Rome :- ir 
harh been ſeveral times Printed ar-V/tnice, and Pars, and el{e-where. 
Inftead of, In thee, O Lord 5 you read it, In thee;'© Tady, tutor I pri why 
eruit, let 18 never be confounded. - Inſtead of, \E29'Me Lord anife 3 inns, 
Let our. Lady ariſe, and let her! Enemie: be ſcartard. - Andinitead: of, © 
come let us ſins unto our Lord ; it is, O come-let utt' ſg amito our Lady ; 
let us make a joyful Noiſe unto the Queen of our Salvation. Now, Whe- 
ther theſe things can be ſaid withour horrible Blaſphemy,'1 ſuppoſe, 
needs-not much diſputation. From-all whichI nwſt conchude, that it-is 
irtartonal to-pradtite Praying ro Samts and Angels; beuthſe of thehorrid 


Rtatphemy;choſe rhat pertorm this Worlhip and Service, are gailry -of 
- 'Sixthly, The Pradtice of your Chaith, In Pripiter noche Sewn, is 
irrational and abominable ; becauſe upon a-due confrderation of what 
manner of Saints you Invocate, they are fuch, whoſe Saintſhip, nay, 
whoſe Exiftence is by us jultly ro be queftion'd. I pray call to mind 
what Cafſomdey, one of your owt Church, fpeaketh by way of complai 
in his Chaprev! De Merirss & Interesſſions SunForiem. Theſe are 
words, /The. People © ds- mow a/moft deſpiſe the' Off Saints ; and ſerve # 
more Affeion- the New, whoſe Hohineſt 54' ks certitin. Yea, there ate 
tome of rhem, of whom we tnay juſtly: doubt, whether ever they lived 
ooo prap toons of doobrful $ Holineſs, who 
». J.: You'pray to-fome il Sainrſhip, or Holineſs, who infteat! 
of nighapiaHerien, it'triay be are frying in HA. "Yon, 1 fappole; 
very well know that 1'do-not now ſpeak withour Authority 3 for-tr is 
famous Saying of Gripory the Great, That the Bodies of rhuthy Perſons ave 
m——_ on Eurth, whoſe Soils are tormented in Hell. This is not vt 
ty the opinion of one Doctor, brit Thomas of Aqritte, and Cardinat Ca- 
fetan, 'and others; ' 40 acknowledge thar in a matter of FaCt his Infafli- 
ble Holineſs may'be mi 5 and that his Holineſs thay be-it an Er- 
rour in this very bufmeſs of Canonization. ' And mary of four Charth 
have taken grear offence ar that proftitution of Deyorion, iiſeal in your 
Publick Aſetnblies, ro every upſtart new Saint: Do you not in this, 
Worthip, many times, yeKtiow not what? Chriſt put the Queſtion ro 
the $omaviean Woman ; give me leave ro put the ſame to you, I pray, 
Who is it that you Worſhip > How came they ro be the Objedts of your 
Worſtip, and great Devorion paid to them in your Churches, after 
they were dead, whole Converſations 'were much queſtioned; whilſt 
alive, apainft whom many Seandals were proved ? many of your 
Saints, - $ir7 have beeri made © Money' > Many of them Traytots to 
the Govertiment, under which they then lived It wonld be an ctid- 
leſs Task for me to'make Ol-iervations upon the Lives of ſome of 
Saines, -Murderets, and Gbtrirzon —_—_ tbers of the Peace of 
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England ; went into Wales, where he found many 
Bilhops, and Preachers of God's moſt Holy Words, which ſincerely and 


your C : let 
; br pre ſenr from Rome ; and that he was made. and or- 


commanded them to him, and his Doctrine,” and to receive thar 
Molt Holy: Father of Reme, and his Religion : bur the and 


rious Ceremonies ;/, but continue as he done, - in their 
old way of ſerving of God. ' For which cauſe Auſtin the Monk, with 


ans great trouble, becauſe they would nor obey him , nor comply with 


meer him az Leiceſter,and from thence they would go into Wales and de 
ſtroy the Archbithop of Carleon , and all thoſe who had refuſed ro obey 
Auſtin and, bis Doctrine. Y 

theſe holy men heard of this, and that the rwo Kings, | with 
their Armies, did, approach, ro the end might deſtroy them, they 
ſent unto the Kings certain .haly and 'good men, who wenr' barcſoor, 
and with af Humility and Meekneſs beſought them xo ceaſe. from! fo 
ungodly an Action : Bur theſe wicked Kings would-not ſpeak to theſe 
holy. men,. but preſently order'd them to be ſlain, which-was preſently 
done; being in pumber tive hundred and forty,” ( ſome fay Ay 5 
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gion and Country : fo that in the Battel King Echelbere was flain 
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ſhamefully 
almoſt all deſtroyed. 
> 6 fake © wh 
is a Saint to whom great Devotions are paid by your 
as your Divines ſay, he was the firſt rhar Moore 
into this Land ; which is falſe, the Faith having been Re- 
the Inhabitants thereof many hundred yetrs before he was 
behold his Pride and Cruelty ! rwo Vices that did rather 
intitle him a Devil than a Saint. His Pride is ſufficiently ſer forth by 
Venerable Bede, who tells us, Thar he did diſdain to riſe up in roken 
of Revyerence ro ſeven Biſhops, and other Learned and Grave men of 
Britain, when they made their appearance at his Council : And be- 
cauſe of rhis his. Pride, they not hcarken to his Demands, nor 


8 
inſolently ro them whilſt a Stranger, what Reſpe&t might they hope 


for when they came under his Jurifdiftion. His Cruelty appears in 
ſtirring up two Kings to commir ſuch barbarous Murders. 
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never yer read of his Repentance for that Bloud which he had occa- 
fioned ro be ſhed. Nay, ſee but the old Chronicle, written in French 
above three hundred years ago by Thomas Gray, a Member of your 
own Church, you ſhall find him thus ro ſpeak : Auſtin being thus Refu- 
ſed of the Biſhops and other learned men of the Britains,made ſuch complaint 
thereof unto Echelbert King of Kent, that be forthwith levyed ha Power, 
and marched againft them, . and flew many of them moſt barbarouſly, &c. 
Hereby ir appears that he was not only proud, but envious, and an in- 
flamier of Wars, and a cauſer of Slaughters ; yer a Saint, and much De- 
| votion paid to him. He did not only ſtir up War, bur went in perſon 
himſe!f in company with the Kings that made War ag2in{t the innocent 
Britains. I ſhall be fo far from praying to ſuch a Saint, that inſtead 
thereof, I and all Proreſtants muſt pray, From ſuch a Saint, good Lord. 
deliver us. ; 

Another of your Saints is St. Anſe/mn ; he is a perſon that is canoni- 
zed, and by your Church he is worſhipped and prayed ro-: therefore 
I ſhall obſerve to you a little of his Sainrſhip, which appeared in his be- 
haviour to Henry the Firſt, his Soveraign Lord, with what Impudence; 
Inſolence, and Diſloyalry, did he carry himſelf ro- thar King, rill he 
was forced to baniſh this 4nſe/mn the Realm? and fo he continued Lhe 

| 


— ————— —— > 


30 A Diſconrfe fhewing the Unlawfulneſs 
ſome time, rill the King, partly through fear of rhe difpleafuge of rhe 
Biſhop of Rome, who was then very porent, and partly through his 
Zeal to the Church of Rome, did permir the rerutn of rhis Biſhop, who 
when he was returned, made ſuch havock in the Church of England, 
as never the like was heard of before, and what Wars he v6ccation'd, 
reſtifieth, that he was no Saint on Earth ; 1 doubt therefore, rhe Pope 
could npon no terms julſtifie his being canonized ; and you can by no 
means be juſtified in paying any Deyotion to ſuch a Wretch. Ex Chron. 
Anzl. p. 253. : 

Another of your Saints is Thomas Becket, whom you call St. Thomas 
of Canterbury. The Prayers you make to him are ſo extravagant, thar 
fleſh and bloud is not able to bear them z they are ſo full of Blaſphemy, 
thar it's a ſhame they ſhould be named amongſt Chriſtians ; him you 
call a Saint and Marryr. Bur, Sir, to be plain with you, he was tiei- 
ther Saint nor Martyr.; -*tis true, he was ſlain at Canterbury, but the rrue 
cauſe of his death, was his Ambition, and Vanity, and Wilful maintain- 
ing of manifeſt Wickednels of the Clergy, to the diſhonour of God's hqg- 
ly Name, as by the Writers of that time it doth fully appear ; and for 
proof of this, I ar be pleaſed to read the Story of Guiliehmus Nub#i- 
genſis, that lived in the ſame Age with this high and mighty Saint of 
yours, who'thus wrireth' of Becker : * That Henry the Second rook him 
* into his eſpecial Favour, and being only the Arch-deacon of Canterbu- 
* xy, made him Lord Chancellour of his Realm, and fo treated him with 
*all kind of Honour, that he feemed ro Reign as well as the King ; 
*rhart afterwards he promored him to the Archbiſhoprick,of Canterbiuy, 
*and ſent him to the Council of Towers, then holden in France ; being 
* there, as upon ſome remorſe of Conſcience he miſliked, and ſecretly 
* refuſed the King's Gift, and refigned the Archbiſthoprick unto the 
* Pope, and received it again at his hands; and fo he ſecretly betrayed his 
* Princes Right unto a Stranger. Ar his return, there grew a great 
* Queſtion within this Realm, rouching the Prerogative of the Clergy : 
* The Judges complaining that there were many Rapes, and Robberies, 
*and Murders committed within the Realm, to- the number of one 
* hundred, by Eccleſiaſtical Perſons ; and therefore made Requelt to 
* the Parliament, That ſome conſideration might be had of it ; for that 
* they themſelves being Temporal Miniſters, had neither Law nor Ju- 
* riſdiCtion againſt them, As for the Biſhops (faith Nubrigen/i;) whoſe 
* part it was to ſee ſuch Diſorders corrected, of ſo many thouſand wic- 
* ked Prieſts, they never degraded, nor puniſhed: ſo much as one ; for 
* they ( faith he ) ſerking more carefully how-to maintain the Dignity, 
* and Liberties of their Clergy, than the Correction of their Manners, 
* think they do good Service ro God, and his Church, if they maintain 
* wicked Prieſts againſt the Government : whereby, faith he, ir cometh 
"to pals, That the Prieſts that ſhould ſhine as the Stars in Heaven, having 
* free liberty to do what they liſt, care neither for God nor Man ; — 
* redre 
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"redreſs whereof the King was reſalved to'take Order by his Parlia- 
* ment : all the reft of the Biſhops, not one excepred, agreed thereunto, 
* and confirmed the ſame under their Seals, only Thomas Becket Archbi- 
: of Canterbury, food {tiff and ſtout, and would nor yiekl ; after- 
* wards when he ſaw the King's diſplealure grew againſt him, in the 
* Morning before he ſhould come ro make his Anſwer,he cauſed the Mals 
© of St. Stephen's Office ro be ſung, with this-Preface, Sederunt Princs- 
© pes, &c. The Kings ſat down to ſpeak, againſt me, and the wicked ſought 
* ta perſecute me. This done, he rook his Silver Croſs in his hand, and 
* went boldly. ro the Court, bur perceiving the King was much moved, 
© and milliked' his ftournels, the next Night following he fled over into 
* FravKce, and afrerwards ſought Aid of rhe Pope ; at the laſt being re- 
* conciled. unto his Prince, and returning again into Exgland, he broughr 
* with him'the Pope's Suſpention, and thereby ſuſpended all the Biſhops 
* of the Realm, and would never agree to releaſe them ; by reaſon of 
* which the whole Church, and Kingdom was much diſorder'd, and 
© ſhortly after enſued his Death. This is the true Story ef | Thomas Bec- 
ker; Lib..2. Cap: 16. 

Sir, not-bnly Newbrigenfis, but allo Baroniue, by the account he gives 
of Beckers, ſhews us, 'Thar they were both {trongly of the opinion thar 
the Pope was out when he Canonized this Becker, and commanded the 
People of Eng/and annually to Celebrate the Day of his Paſſion, and that 
by Prayer to him they ſhould endeavour ro merit the remiflion of their 
Suns. Now Sir, this Becker for ought that can appear by theſe your own 
Hiſtortans was-a proud Przlare, a Rebel ro his Prince, one that had fer 
the Nation in a Flame, to defend the Pope's Quarrel againſt the King, 
and when he dyed, was rather the Pope's Martyr, then Gods. Seeing 
he dyed nor for the Faith of Chriſt, bur for the Defence of the Popiſh 
Tyranny, and Ulſurpation. This Sir is owned, That the People were 
ſo deyoutly Aﬀected ro rhis new Saint, that in reſpect of him they had 
little or no Conſideration of the Bleſſed Virgin, or of Chriſt himſelf ; 
and to wm the Peoples Devotion, many Stories were told, and Re- 
ports made of the many Miracles that were by him wrought on them 
thar did pray ungo him. 

I fear Sir, I ſhall move your Patience, I will bur inftance in one Sainr 
more, whoſe Saintſhip I muſt call in Queſtion, ſo do all the Reformed 
Divines, it is St. Francs; the great Founder of the Order of Fryars called 
Franciſcans, he is no ordinary Perſon in your Church, you make him & 
qual with Chriſt in his Birth, Life, Temptations, Doctrine, Miracles, 
and whar not 5 This and a great deal more-may be Read of him in his 
Book of Conformiries, which was Publiſhed with Allowance in the Year 
1590, of him, Turceline Sings, Qui Franciſcus erat, nune tibs Chriſtus 
erit. Your Bonaventure Sware at Pars, Thar it was revealed to him 
by Almighry God, - that Saint Fob» by the Angel rhat had the Seal of the 
Living God in the Reve/er/092, was meant no orher then this Seint"Fr om 
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ving them away ? Whar account can be given of his tumbling in the 
Mice? unleſs it were ſome {ſignificant Ceremony ; you muſt certainly 


being Sainted 2 Why ſhould he be Adored ? - 

Sir, In ſhort, concerning the Doctrine and Practice itſelf, I may fay 
10 you, as our Lord ſaid ro the Woman of Samaria, 7+ worſhip ye know 
not what 3 ſuch are St Fingare, St. Anthony of Padua, Charles Borrome- 
us, Ignatius Loyola, Xaverins, and many more, of whom Cardinal Beſſa- 
rion complains , that many of them were ſuch perſons, whole Lives he 
could not approve of , and ſuch concerning whom they know nothing 
bur from their own parties , and by pretended revelations madeto par- 
ticular and Hypocondraical perſons, In Libro de Sanftis Hibernicis, A- 
nother of your awn Writers Auguſtinus Triumphus affirms., thar all who 
are Canonized by the Pope, cannot be faid ro be in Heaven ; and this 
is apparent beyond all diſpute ; for Prateo/us tells us, that Herman the 
Author of the Herefie of the Fratricels , was for Twenty years roge- 
ther honoured for a Saint, and art laſt his body was taken up and burnr, 
bur then ſince (as Ambroſiut Catharinus and Vivaldus obſerves) if one 
Saint be called in queltion, then the rcft may 3 what will become of the 
Devorions that have been paid ro ſuch Saints as have been Canonized 
for theſe laſt eight hundred years ? coneerning whom we can have bur 
lender Evidence that they are in Heaven ar all, and therefore the Car- 
dinal of Cambray, Petrus de Aliaco wiſhes that ſo many new Saints were 
not Canonizcd. 

Secondly, You Worſhip ſome Saints who are of dubious Exiſtence, as 
well as Holineſs, as many of your Saints have been ſuf ; ſo yon 
have many feigned,or fabulous Saints in your Church. Inthe Breviary 
of Sarum, I find you there pray to Saint Chriſtopher, ſo in the yo 
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Breviary, rhis Sairir, Sr, your Divines, and other Writers have ſuppo- 
ſed him to be a Giant of procigines ſtarate ; Mantuan, Lib. 7. Faſt. 
faith he was many Ells high 5 Ludovicw Vives faith, he faw a Tooth of 
his bigger then his Fiſt : your Writers report, Thar he carried Chriit 
over Marinu#: Flamen, an Arr of the Sea, and at laft became a Mar- 
ryr of Chriſt. This Saint is in much requeſt, though bur an imagina- 
ry 6ne. Whocould ever have thonghr that any number of Men ſhould 
be ſo befotred as ro worſhip ſuch a Saint, that rather is a Monſter than a 
Saint, or only a nominal Saine of whom we have no account bur what 
is romantick, or fabulous. 

Another Office we find ro the three Kings of Calten, King Fafper, 
King Melchior,” and King Batrhazer, and are intreared by the King of 
Kings, whom they merited ro ſee crying in his Cradle, ro ſhew compat- 
fion to their Petitioners in their diſtreſs. 

And in another Office we find for the moft Holy Urſula, and eleven 
thouſand Virgins, who you fay were her Companions in Martyrdom, 
and were killed at Cullen, as your Wrirers tell us, by the barbarous 
Hunns ; where they were all Interred; and* many of their precious Re- 
licks reſerved to this day'; and it did nor # little encourage them in 
their Martyrdom, that Chrift had ſent his Vicar amongft them, Pope 
Ceriacws, tv ablolve them from their Sins, and to die a Marryr with 
them : bur there is ſo great'a difference and diſagreement amongtt your 
Writers, that we, of the, Reformed Religion muſt be excuſed if we 
doubr whethex there were any 'fuch number of Virgin-Martyrs, or no ; 
and muſt ſuppoſe your Church'ro be in a grear Erronr, to Pify ts 
Saints, of which ſhe herſelf harh' grear reaſon to dotbr. T'could give 
you ſeyeral other inftanices of theſe fort of Saints ; as the Severi'Steep- 
ers, Who flept in the rime of grieyons Perſecution, rhree hundred fixry 
rwo years, till the rime of Theodoffns, at which time they awaked : and 
are Worſhipped as Saints in your Church. And St: Longuizus the Sol- 
dier, that, with his Launce pierced our Eord Jeſus uporr rhe Crofs, and 
being almoſt blind, with the ſparkling oF that Blood, immediately te- 
ceived his fight 3 of which rhe Evangeliff makes ro mention, rhough a 
moſt conſiderable paſſage ; this Sainr you fay upon receiving his Sighr, 
believed, and being inſtructed: by the Apoſtles, forſook Ins Military 
Profeflion, and lived thirry eight years a Monaſtick Life ; and was ar 
lit Martyred for the Chriſtian Faith. If this had been true, I am fare 
his Name would nor have been gmitred; arid-therefore I muſt conchude 
it tro be x meer fiction, and that rherg was no fuch Saint. To conclude 
therefore this Argument, upor! a ſerious view of the Roman Breviary, I 
have mct with many more of this ſorr, yea, which fome of your own 
Church calls Symbotical Saints, whichare yer Worthipped, and Invooa- 
red with the greateſt formaliry, bur this is fufficient ro prove thar your 
Praying fo Saints and Angets is abſurd, and irrational, and abominable 


inthe fght of God. 
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Give me leave, Sir, now, to make ſome obſeryation upon thoſe Te- 
ſtimonies you did produce, in your Letter ro Mr. Needham, to prove 
the lawfulneſs- of Invocation, and Adoration of Saints. The firlt Ad- 
vocate you bring upon the Stage, is'St. Athanaſius, who you ſay in his 
Book, De Incarnatione Verb;,” hath theſe words : Hearken, O Daughter of 
David, and Abraham, and ſtoop thy Ears to our Prayers, and forget nor 
thy People, we lift up aur Voice to thee : | Remember us, Holy Virgin, and 
return us for theſe imconſiderable Speeches, great Gifts, and Riches of your 
Grace. Hail, moſt Gracious, the Lord xs with thee, Interceed, O Mi- 
fſtreſi. O Lady, O Queen, and Mother of God. Sir, I mult tell you a 
Story. that this Athanaſius is faid to be the Author of, and that conſi- 
dered, you will tind theſe words, thus cired, to ſmell more of Rome, than 
of Alexandria : ,Your Divines : mo him to tell a mighty formal 
Story of an Image that was abuſed by the Prieſts of the Fews; the Sto- 
ry is this : A Chriſtian having occaſion ro remove his Family, from an 
Houſe be had long inhabited ; among(t his other Goods he had an Image 
of Chriſt, equal ro. him in length and breadth, and in all proportion, 
through forgerfulneſs leaveth it in a ſecret place in his Houſe, our of 
which he removed ; after him a Few doth inhabit the ſame Houſe, for 
ſome rime, and ſeeth nor the Image ; a ſtrange Few fitting there at Din- 
ner, immediately eſpyeth. ir, ſtanding open againſt a Wall. This is 
your Athanaſius, not Biſhop of Alexandria, bur an Athanaſius of your 
own making : one while 1t is open, and another while ir is in a ſecret 

lace. The Prieſts and the Fes cam rogether, and abuſe ir with all 

illany, they Crown it with Thorns, ,and make it drink Vinegar, Gall, 
and ftick it ro the Heait with a Spear ; out ifſueth Blood in a great 
quantity, the Powers of Heaven are ſhaken, the Sun. is darkned, and . 
the Moon looſeth her light 3 and from hence, faich your young Arhana- 
fius, we have had Hailſtones of Blood, and all other like Blood, through- 
our the World. Nay, you make him to tell another doughty Story : 
How that Nicodemus, that came to Jeſus by Night, made an Image of 
Chriſt wirh his own Hands, and that when he lay upon his Death-bed, 
he deliver'd it ro Gamalzel, . that was Schoglmaſter- ro St. Paul ;' and 
when that Gamaliel ſaw that he ſhould die, he deliver'd ir to James ; 
and Fames left ir to Symon, and Jacheus, which Image came from hand 
to hand by Succeflion, and continued along time at Hieryſalem ; and 
from thence ir was carried into Syria 3 and from thence into a 
City called Bery:us, not far from Tyre and Sydon, where it was 
abuſed by the Jews, and a great many Wonders were ſhew'd by that 
Image. This, Sir, is- Athanaſius of your Church ; but not St. Athanaſins 
the Biſhop of Alexandria. And he that wasthe Author of theſe Fables, 
was the Author of that blaſphemous Prayer to the Virgin Mary. For I 
ſuppoſe you well know, that St. Athanaſins wrote concerning that mat- 
ter ;' and the Hereſie of the Arrians gave him occaſion for it. They 
maintained, That Chriſt was a meer Creature ; and yer they prayed 
ro 
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to him. 'He 'on the contrary aſfſerted,* That if he were Created, he 
muſt not be Invocated , and Adored. ' Obſerve his third''Oration 
againft the Arrians : To God aloxe (faith he) ir belongeth to, be Wars 
ſhnpped 3; and the Angels themſelves are not ignorant hereof > for al- 
though they excel in Glory, yet they are Creatures, and are none of thoſe that 
are Winkhigped's but of thoſe that Worſhip the Lord. Again, Becaule 
that Jeſus Chriſt is not a Creature, but 1s begotten of rhe Subſtance of 
his Father, and is by Nature the Son of God; therefore is he to be Wor- 
ſhipped. *Tis true, the Arrians did Worſhip Chriſt ; - but ir was nor 
upon a good conſideration ; for they Worſhipped Chriſt, upon the ac- 
count, that the Word of God abided in him. This great Doctor ſhews 
rhem the abſurdity of the Reaſon of their Worſhipping of Chriſt : For 
(faith he ) by the ſame Reaſon you may Worſhip the Saints, who have the 
Word of God abiding in them. 'He doth not atall countenance rhe Wor- 
thipping of Saints : bur ſhews that the Worſhipping-of Saints is the fad 

contequence of Worſhipping of Chriſt, becauſe the Word of God did 

dwell in him. You are pleaſed to repreſent St. Athanaſius to fay thus : 

If you Worſhip the Man Chrift, becauſe the Word of God dweleth 

there ; at the ſame time Worſhip alſo the Saints, on God's account, 

who hath hu Word dwelling inthem : which you make uſe of ro-prove 

the lawfulneſs of Praying to Saints ; when as he uſeth ir as an Abfurdi- 

ty the Arrians run into, they Worſhipping the Man Jeſus, only as the 
Word of God dwelling in him. 

Another Aurhor for Praying to Saints, is St. Cyril of Alexandris, at 
the Council of Epheſus, who preſided in that Council as Pope Celeſtine's 
Legare ; and at the Second Action, or Seffion of that Council, in the 
Preſence of the Biſhops that far in Council, and in their Names, and in 
the Names of the whole Council, he (you fay ) ſpake theſe words : 
Hail in all our Nanges, Holy Mother of God, mo#t excellent Ornament of 
the whole World, unextinguiſhable Lamp, Crown of Virginity, Scepter 
of right Doftrine, Temple never to be deſtroyed, the Dwelling-place of him 
that cannot be contained within any place, Mother and Virgin by whom he 
%s named Bleſſed in the Goſpel, who comes in the Name of our Lord. Hail 
you that did bare in your Holy Virgin's Womb, him that s Immenſe, and 
Incomprehenſible, by whom the Holy Trinity # glorified, and adored, the u- 
niverſal World over, by whom the Earth exults, by whom Angels, and 
Arch- Angels rejoyce, by whom the Devils are put to flight : then you fay, 
he concludes, That none can ſufficiently praiſe that glorious Virgin : and 
ends his whole Diſcourſe: with thieſe words : Let us fear and worſhip the 
1umdivided Trinity, Celebrating with Praiſes Mary, the ever Bleſſed Virgin, 
to wit, the Holy Temple of Ged and ber Son, and immaculate Spouſe.  : 

This you ſay was plain and full ; and ſo fay I : Bur how. do you 

-prove, 1. That Cyril was there Preſident of the Council of Epheſus, as 
Legare ro Pope Cweleſtine ? ' 2. How do you prove that he faid the 


Words in the Name of the _ Council > 3. How doyou prove 
2 that 
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thar ever hg fpake them 85-a[l ? | Theſe are. three Particulars worthy of 
cankideration.; I 'perceivie your great 'Vaucher ; and if fo, the w 
thing is rt be {uſpected /as'a meer Forgery of your Church. You are 
pleated to give the Wards in Greek to Mr. Needham, who underſtands 
Greek ; and ſo do others: yer your putting x into Greek, will give you 
no Reputation in. this peint,.\ only that - you may underſtand Greek, 
"Therefore, Sir, ; .: rad $1351) 6 

Conlider itv the firſt place; that Cyril of dlexandria, did not prefide 
in that Council, by Virw of /any Legantine Authority he received 
from the Biſhop of Rome 3 for the Biſhop of Rome did not Summon that 
Council ; nor indeed had he that Power in him for the firit five hun» 
dred years after Chriſt. - For Cyſans, a Cardinal of your Church tairh; 
Autheritas Confats non ita ſeperdit a Congregante,;-us niſi a Papa congre- 
getur non ſis Concillium, que tunc emnia Otts Uniyerſalia Concilia non 


Fuiſſent firma, quonzam per Imperatores Crnuecata Leguntur © Romanus 


Pontifex inſtar, aliorum Patriarcharum, divales Sacras Fuſſiones de venien- 
do, ayt mittendo ad Concilium recepit : The Authority of the Council 
dath nor ſo depend upon him by whom it was Summaned ; fo thar 
unleſs ir be Summ by the Pope, ir cat» be no Council : for ſo we 
ſhall avoid the firlt eight General Councils ; for we read they were Sum» 
moned þy the Emperour, and nor by Popes : and the Pope received 
the Emperour's Majeſty's ( t, to come, or ſend to Councils, 
as other Patriarchs did. | 

And your own Writers have owned, that the Council of Epheſac, 
which was the third General Council, was held under Theodofius the 
younger, and by his: Order ther Holy Father did preſide ; and nor from. 
any Legantine Authority he received from Pope Caleſtine. Here you 
fail in this particular, and therefore we have juſt cauſe ro queſtion the 
whole. Bur this ſhall ſuffice, as to the firſt Enquiry, 

2. I pray how do you prove that Cyril ſpake this in the Name of the 
whole Council 2 For if that the whole Council was not for Praying ro 
the Saints and Angels, he could nor be ſaid to ſpeak in their Names : 
Then how eould he in their Names make ſuch an Addreſs to the Vir- 
gin, withour being de by them ? If ir had been ſaid by:you; rhar 
he did in the Name of Theodofins the Emperour, make this Prayer, you 
had ſaid ſomething ; for Praying ro. Saints was then ſcarce heard of in 
the Church of God. Lconfels, toward the latter part of the fourth 
Century, it began to creep into the Church , but was queſtioned again 
by. the Council of Carthage, and the Council of Laodicea, both which 
Councits derermined againſt the Invocation of Saints and Angels. In 
the 35 Canon of the Council” of | Lasdicea, it was thus derermined, 
That Chriſtians ought not to leave the' Church of God, and go and call upon 
Angels,and make Meetings, which are things forbidden ; Let him be'acour- 


ſed, becauſe be bath en the Lord Feſus Chrift, the Son of God, and ap- 


plied himifelf to Idolatry, Theedarer;ui his Expolitionupenthe Caloſſians,doth 
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rwice mention this Canon, end declare the Sence of jt upon Col. 3. 17. 
The Apoſtle ( faith he ) commandeth us to adorn pur Words and Deeds with 
the Commemoration of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, and to ſend up our Thanks - 
vmng unto God the Father by him, and not by Angels. The Synod of Lao- 
dicea following allo this Rule, and deliring to heal this old Diſeaſe, v7. 
Angel-Worſhip, made a Law, Thar they ſhould not Pray unto Angels, 
nor forlake oyr Lord Jelus Chrift. And on Col. 2. he adds, Thar this 
Vice continued long in Phrygia, and Piſidia 3 for which cauſe the Sy- 
nod afſembled at Laodicea, the chief City of Phrygia, and forbad them 
by a Law, to Pray unto Angels. Can ir then be ſuppoſed that the 
whale Council of Epheſus, ſhould be _=_ in the Point of Praying to 
Saints and Angels > Since both theſe Councils had derermin'd againſt 
#, how then could Sr. Cyr:/ do-this in the Name of the whole Council 2 
For it is well known, that there was yet never any General Council thar 
had determin'd for it. 

3. Let us know, Sir, how you prove that ever St. Cyril did ſpeak 
thole Words, or make ſuch a tormal Prayer, as you pretend he made. 
L have given myſelf the trouble of Reading the Council of Epheſus 5 
bur I find nothing at all of the buſineſs ; and therefore you would do 
well ro examine that Council once more ; and ler us have the Prayer in 
Greek, without an &c. But I- will tell you I have great reaſon to ſu- 
ſpect the truth of ix, becauſe, I perceive, you take it upon the credir of 
Baronius, who was one of your own Writers, and therefore worthily 
(ſped ir : for cerrainly ir was his deſign in all his Hiſtory ro promote 
the Doctrine, and Intereſt of rhe Church, and See of Rome. If you 
would ſhew ys St. Cyi/'s Speech, it would go a great way further as to 
Ks rion. Yer; $sr, conſider your Diyines have falfited that Coun- 
cil of Epheſus, and have repxeſented that Council to have derermin'd a- 

inſt admiviſtring the Communion in. both Kinds , which is aneer 

aod becauſe the Cup was nor denyed to the Laity, for ſeveral hun- 
deed years after 3 Bur if it were taken away, why was there no De- 
cree made thereupon, thar is extant in that il, nor any mention 
of, by any Learned Man, within a great time after ; and thoſe thar 
lazd fir(t that Doctrine upon the whole Council, might as eaſily make a - 
Speech for St. Cyril, and a Prayer for him roo, ro-rhe Virgin Mary, the 
better to give countenance to that way of _ 
The next proof you bring forth is a Prayer of St. Gregory Ny/Jen, un- 
to St. Theodore, in theſe words: Martyr, uſe the liberty you enjoy, ſpeak 
far your Fellow-Servant 3 you have conquer d the World, but you have not 
fwrgatten the Paſſions and Neceſſities our human Condition 1s liable wnto : 
Ack for Peace, that thoſe Publick Meetings may continue, that the enraged 
and wicked Barbarians may not plunder and deſtroy our Chimches and Al- 
ters, that no impious Man tread the Holy Thing under-foot ; for we that 
have been untouched, and alive, do own ourſelves obliged to you for that Blet- 
fang, and. will a your Protettion and Security for the future: 
| Ns 
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. No doubt, bur Sr. Theodore might be a Worthy Saint, and Martyr of 
Chritt, ro whom this St. Gregory might uſe a Rhetorical Apoitrophe, the 
he were not preſent in Perſon, yer, he mighr'be preſent by his Picture, 
or ſome Monument, that was tet up in the Honour of fo great a Saint. 
Bur, Sir, Remember the Plalmiſt, He calls upon Angels to Praiſe God, 
and all the Hoits of Heaven, the Sun, the Moon, and all the ' Stars of 
Light, he calls upon Dragons, and all Deeps, he calls the Fire, 
Haile, Snow, and Vapour, to Praife God ; nor that the Fire did hear 
him, or the Sun, Moon, and Stars, or Mountains, Hills fruitful, Trees, 
or Cedars did hear him, yer here was Invocation ; bur anſwer me plain- 
ly, Were theſe Words ſpoken by way of Adoration 2 Was this a For- 
mal Prayer to St. Theodore ? or only an acknowledgment only, that God 
for the Sake of that Saint had' preſerved the Church ? You know that 
God did for the Sake of Abraham, ſtew many favours to the People I{rae/, 
and for the Sake of St. Paul,a whole Ships Company were preſerved,as you 
may ſeein As 27. 24. Fear not Paul, thou muſt be brought before Cxiar, 
and fo God hath given thee all them that Sail with thee, as 1n the ſaine Sence 
that the People that Sailed with Paul, were obliged to Paul for their Pre- 
ſervation : In the ſame Sence doth this Holy Gregory tell St. Theodore, that 
thoſe who had eſcaped the Cruelties of the E ans, and were alive, 
they were obliged ro him for that Mercy ; bur you will fay, that St. Gre- 
gory faith, That we own our ſelves obliged ro you, for this Preſervation, 
and we will ask your Protection for rhe furure. Thar is the ſame Pro- 
rection, he doth not pray to St. Theodore, ro Protect and Secure, bur 
faith, they will ask rhe Continuance of that Protection, and Security, 
which God 'was pleaſed ro beſtow upon the. Church, as a Reward of 
Sr. Theodore's Sufferings, by whoſe Death the Church might nce 0- 
therwiſe have tuftaied e loſs. Bur you will ſay . that Sr. 
Gregory prays to St. Theodore, to ask for Peace. Ir is true, the Bloud of 
Chriſt's Martyrs do cry to Heaven, ſee Revel. 6. 9, 10. Andwhen he had 
opened the fifth Seal, I ſaw under the Altar, the Souls of them that were $lain, 
for the Word of God, and for the Teſtimony which they held ; and they cry- 
ed aloud. How long O Lord, Holy and True, doſt thou not judge and 4- 
venge our Bloud on them who dwell on the Earth 2 And if he calls for Ven-' 
geance upon the Perſecutors of the Peace of the Church ; fucha fort of 
asking St.Theedore might uſe, and for ſuch an Intercefſion as this, St. Gre- 
gory might perchance Invocare St. Theodore. We find ſuch Invocations 
as theſe frequently, amongſt fanciful Men, ro Perſons; ro whom they 


. would pay no. Worſhip. Noble Army of God's Martyrs, as they 


do Praiſe God in Heaven, fo their Bloud calls for Vengeance upon their 
Perſecutors on Earth. Therefore, Sir, upon the Conſideration of the 
whole Words, there is nothing more to be ſaid, but that they were a Rhe- 
rorical Strein in Honour of rhe Memory of St. Theodore, and not a Prayer 
to him, asan Act of Adoration that he paid ro that Saint. The Reaſon 
thar I give is this, becauſe that in his Works againft Eunomiws, Lib. 5. 

he 


of Praying to Saints and Angels. 29 


he moſt excellently ſpeaks thus: We are taught to underſtand, that what- 
ſcever s Created, u a different thing, from the Divine Nature, and that 
we are to Adore that Nature only which # Uncreated. Whoſe Charafter i 
thi, that neither at any time began to be, or ever ſhall ceaſe to be * Now 
compare St. Gregory with St. Gregory, and you mult conclude that there 
- 15 no Igvocation as an Act of Adoration, nor Formal Prayer as any Act 
of Devyorion, paid to this Saint: bur as the P/almiit did Invocate the 
Dragons, and Deeps, Sun, Moon, and Stars ; and as the three Chil- 
dren did call upon the Froſt, an! Snow, to magnifie God without any 
mention of Adoration or Formal Supplication ; and ſuch an Invocation. 
many fanciful Men art this day ule. 

Bur you are pleaſed ro ſay, thar St. Gregory did pray to St. Theodore to 
get the reſt of the Martyrs, Sr. Peter, St. Paul, and St. Fohn, to pray 
tor the ſeveral Churches planted by them ; This plainly ſhewerh, thar 
it was but a Rhetorical Redundancy of Speech of St. Gregory, in Memo- 
ry of that Saint. The Cryes of the Marrtyr's Bloud reachethto Heaven, 
and is heard by God, and his avenging their Bloud upon the Perſecutors 
on- Earth, ſecures the Peace of the Church : bur that St. Gregory did ſo 
ſupplicate St.' Theodore, for that he believed: that rhe Saints hear our 
Prayer , I cannot gather from his Words, beccauſe, that he is fo full a- 
gainlt giving any Worſhip unto any, but the-Uncreated Being, fo that 
you may ſee he intends no Adoration to St. Theodore, nor any Prayer 
to him, as if he did believe thar St. Theodore did hear him, or did make 
Interceflion to God otherwiſe then his Bloud crying to Heaven for Ven- 
geance. Thy Brothers Bloud cryeth ta me from the Earth, ſaith God to 
Cain, Gen. 4. 10. "The Saints Bloud did Cry, and St. Theodoret's Bloud 
did Cry, What then, were they therefore Mediators of Intercefiion ? 
were they to be Prayed unto, and Worthipped.? as if they could hear our 
Prayers ? No, St. Gregory doth nor Invocate him for thoſe Reaſons; nor 
for that End. 

But thoſe warm: Expreſſions of Holy Mer, have given great occation 
ro your Idolatrous Practices, their Heats of Zeal were many times be- 
yond the Bounds of their Judgment, by which, Sir, you may obſerve 
that we do not depend much upon the Authority of the Fathers 3 we ha- 
ving a more ſure Word-of Inttruction, which- gives us no Warrant for 
this way of Worſhip, nor have we any Precedent in the New Teſtamenr, 
thar ever any Worſhip to them was ever performed. 

You fay, that Sr. Gregory doth explain hamſelf in his Oration on Theo- 
dore the Martyr. The Chriſtians” ( faith he, call on) ths Martyr, as on 
God's Miniſter, who being Invocated by them, he # able to Impetrate for 
them, what Favours he pleaſes ; and this you tell-us is-St. Gregory's Ex- 
planation of himſelf, and you rell us, that his Prayer was as full, and as 
plain as could be. The Church at thatrime did begin to have great De- 
votion to the Monuments of their Martyrs, nor thar they did permit any 
Worſhip to be paid ro-rhem ; and their great Oratorsdid in thewr Orations 
on 


- 
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on the Saint, whoſe Memory they kept, ule a great many Rhetorical A- 
polirophics, which Ipoked like Prayer : Bur I rell you again, thar they 
dcligned no praying to their Saints, bur did Invocarte them as-the Mini- 
jlers of God: 'I'he Pſa/mif did to by the Angels the San, Moon, and 
Stars, and it was only in Henorem Santt:, nor in Adorationem. T 
did uſe to repear all their. good , Words, and all their good Works, and 
did {peak to their Momuments, and their Reliqucs; and'is there no dif- 
ference berwixt Invocation by way of Honour? and Invocation in order 
ro Worſhip > The former might perchance be ulcd ro St. Theodore, bur 
larrer nor. | 

Bur you preſs ſtill, and ſay, that St. Gregozy faith, That Sr. Theodore 
being Invocated by them, # able to obtain what Favors be pleaſes; "Tis 
rrue, that God doth look upon himſelf Honoured, when we retain a 
grareful Memory of thoſe who have highly ſerved him, and in a moſt 
Eminent Manner have ſuffered for him, ang many times the word Invo- 
care ſignifyeth only a calling ro,and nor always acalling upon 3 they ſpake 
of their Saints with great Reverence, reporred their Works, and 
Services, and Sufferings, to induce their Hearets to follow their good 
Examples ; then accordipg to the cuſtoma of the Time, they did uſe ro 
convert their Speeches ro the Monuments, or Images of theſe Saints, 
which you call Pfaying ro them, which was no more a Prayer than a 
Poers calling upon his Mule : and as for the Interceffion, ( you would 
have ustake notice of) is no more then the Cry his Bloud makes to Hea- 
ven from under the Altar, for upon the Account of their Sufferings, great 
Bleflings have been beſtowed on the Church of God, Sang Martyrum 
eft Semen Eccleſiz, by the Example of their Conſtancy, miany have been 
brought to the Faith, and by their Eminent Holineſs, many have enter'd 
into ſo ſtrickr a Courſe of Life, that they have been of great Uſe in the 
Church of God ; and therefore theſe Fathers did mention the Names of 
theſe Martyrs, and did as it were ſpeak ro them, rhat they might engage 
their People to follow their good Examples, ſo rhar with them they 
might be made partakers of Bliſs and Happineſs. This is all that I can 
apprehend from St. Gregory Nyſſen. 

Another Proof you produce is St. Gregory Nazianzen, who you bring 
in praying to St. Baſil, in theſe Words : O Sacred and Divine Man, look 
down upon us from Heaven, andeither by your Prayers mortifie that Sting of 
the Fleſh, which God hath given us for our Inſtruftion, or move us to | Hel 
it with a couragious Mind, and diret our whole Life to that which i mo#t 
fitting, and og we part out of th Life receive us there in your Taber- 
nacles. 

Sir, I have read over the Life of Nazianzen, written by Gregorius 
Presbyter, and he tells us, that Nazzanzen came to Cxfaria a great while 
after Sr. Baſis Death, and ir is like he might Viſit St. Baſis Grave: bur 
I do not remember any Prayer he made to St. Baſil, and fince Gregorrus 
Presbyter maketh no mention of it, who wrote his Life, and no mention 
bein 
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being made of it by Secrares, and Sozomen, nor of St. Gregory Nyſſen, nor 
Gregory Naz1anzen himſelf, and other old Writers of _ 
that alſo wrote St. Baſi/'s Life, mention thar Prayer made to Sr. Ba{il, 
by St. Gregory Nazianzen : Till you give me ſome Inſtructions where to 
find rhis Prayer, you muſt excuſe me from believing any thing of the 
Marter ; I partly gueſs at yaur Authour, who, if well conlidered, will 
give you no manner of Repuration. 

The next Proof is a Prayer of St. Maximw to St. Agnes, which I ſhall 
not give my ſelf the trouble of anſwering, Low tell me where you find 
that Prayer, and then I ſhall be in a better itionto make a Reply to ir. 
I yer never mer withany ſuch Prayer in my Reading ; I would have you 
rell where in your Books you meer withir, I will then tell my Thoughts 
of it, till then I ſhall forbear any Reply. 

The next Proof you produce 1s Father Hillary of Arles, his Prayer to 
St. Honoratw: To this Hilary, Lmult confeſs I ami wholly a Stranger, bur * 
I have gonlidered St. Hilary, Biſhop of Poiters, and he knoweth nothing 
of the buſineſs, and therefore I pray tell us who this St. Hillary of Arles 
was; burthe Saint Hilary that I know, was Biſhop of PoiRers, and was a 
married Biſhop, and did Learnedly write of the Holy Trinity. I have 
both Fathers and Councils by me, and I have read ſome things of this 
Sr. Hillary, but he mentions nothing of praying ro St. Honoratus. I pray, 
$:r, tell me whether there were rwo St. Hilaries or no, if not, then let 
me tell you, that I cannot find ir, rill I have ſome direCtions from you ; 
and you muſt excuſe me from giving any Credit to it, for I doubt you 
depend upon an Author that will have little or no Credit, for the Prayer, 
as you call it, ſmells ſo much of your Romiſh Forgery, that I cannot 
well mention withour great Indignarion, for St. Hil/ary the ſaid Biſhop 
of Porters lived, and flouriſhed preſently after St. Athanaſius, and then 
praying t0 Saints was not in faſhion. In the larrer of the fourth 
Century, ſome of the Fathers were very full of their rical Apoſtro- 
phies, and did call upon their Saints, bur nor pray ; their Speeches ma- 
ny times were directed ro them, that Men might follow their good Ex- 
ample, having had an Account of their Lives: bur no Prayer ar all in- 
rended ro them. ; 

Sir, in your Epiſtle ro rhe Engliſh Peer,” you make mention of one 
Amphilochius, asa great Defender of the La eſs of Praying to Saints; 
bur in your Lerter ro Mr. Needham, are pleaſcd ro take no norice of him, 
therefore give me leave to tell you, thar ir is true, there was an Amphi- 
lochius, that did maintain and defend that Doctrine, bur he is a new 
Amphilochius of your Churches ſerring up, and not the true Amphilechiue, 
and your Prayers of St. Gregory Nazzanzen to St. Baſil, and your Prayers 
of St. Gregory Nyſſen to St. Theodore, and your Prayers of Nefarius, Patri- 
arch of Conſtantinople ro St. Theodore, are all raken our of your Amphi- 
lochius ; the falſenels of thar Author ſhall be made appear by, and by him 
you make a Writer of St. Baſis _— and what nor. 

We 
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We confeſs there was Amiphilochius,that was of Icontiom,bur not Biſhop 
of Iconium, but Archbiſhop of Laycmia ; he was a ſtout, godly and wor- 
thy Biſhop, that did write agaitift the Meſſalian Hertriques, whom he 
couragioully ſuppreſſed, and joyned with F/avianus Biſhop of Antiochand 
dtove ther our of theit Dioceſles ; atid in the Aſſiſtance of theſe Holy 
Prelares, one Letoius, who was a Zealoffs Man, came and burned up 
ror's Monaſteries, or as Theodoret termerh it, rheir Den of Thieves, 
Lib. 4. c. i1. : . 

But your Amphilochius, who, as yout Divines prerend, was Biſhop of 
Tconium, and if we may blieve your Church-men, was Conſecrated by 
Angels from Heaven : He pretends ro write St; Baſit's Life, and was 
as yours fay, an Ancient Father ; and the Credir this Amphilochis hath; 
did incourage you ro make uſe of his Name and Authotity in your E- 
piſtle, ro the Engliſh Peer, for a Proof of the warrantableneſs of the Do- 
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confeſs, the of the Ancient Fathets of the Church are worthy of 
great Honour : The Life of Sr. Baſil was wtitreti and publiſhed by ſe 
veral worthy Fathers, as by St. Gregorius Nyſſentus, atid by his dear 
Friend St. Gregory Nazianzen, by Gregorius Presbyter, by Socrates, and 
by Theodovet, Þ Sozomen, and Nicephorut, and St. Chtyſoſtorns hath ſome 
Remarks of his Life in his Works, norwithſtanding of late years, he thar 
wrote Vitas Patrium, and Facobus de rw , and Vincentius in fpeculo, 
who ſeem-ro intitle this Amphilochius ro be a grear Writer of St. Bazif's 
life, and therefore from him you have the prayer St. Gregory Nazianzen 
is ſuppoſed to have made to St. Baxs!. reaſon of my ſuſpition is, 
becauſe I cannor find this Prayer, as I obſerved to you in any of the 
Works of thoſe ancient Writers before-mentioned. If you have,[ pray 
deal fo ingeniouſly with us, as to tell us. Bur in the mean time to ler you 
underſtand of what Credit your Amphilochws is I pray ſee how he hath dealr 
with St. Bazil in his pretended writing his Life, and by that you may ſee 
whar ſtreſs may be laid upon his Authority, asto the controverſie now in 
hand. We will therefore compare your Amphilochius , with Socrates, 
Sozomen, Gregory Nazianzen, and Gregory Nyſſen, and other Ancient Fa- 
thers of undoubred Repuration in the world, that did on purpoſe write 
the life of St. Bazsl, bur not one ſyllable as ever I could fee of that Pray- 
er. Socrates and Zoxomen do ſay, that Bazil in his Youth was under 
Education of Libanis, and was his Scholar ; but your Amphilochius 
ſaith, that he was Companion, and Schook-fellow to Libanius, Socr. l. 4. 
c. 21. Sozomen, |. 6. c. 17. Nazianzen, and Gregorius Presbyter ſay, that 
Baſil living ſome time at Czſaria, was well acquainted with Euſebius the 
Biſhop of that place, before he went into Poxtus : Your Amphilochius 
faith, that at his return, which was ſoon after, \Euſebius knew him nor, 
neither had he ever ſeen or ſpoken with him . Nazianzen, in vita 
Baſilii, and Greg. Presb. in vita Nazsanzy. Your Amphilechins faith, thar 
Baſil was Biſhop of Ceſaria, in the time of Julian the Emperour, where- 
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upon he tells a great many fond Fables of that Holy Baſil: Nazianxen, 
he neareſt FriendGirhthat he was choſerva Biſhop there a long ti oh 
in the rime of Yqlens the Emperour, and-was not there Biſhop all the 
rime of Fulian : Your Amphilochius tells a Canterbury Story, LD that 
St.' Mercury being-then dead, and a Saint in Heaven, at the Command 
bf the Virgin Mary, took his own Speare our of his ; Where it 
was kept, and went our of the ſame into the Field, and flew the Em- 
perour Fulian, and that the ſame Speare was found bloudy afterwards. 
Nazianzen, Socrates, and Sozomen, and Theodoret ſay, It could never be 
known by whom that curſed Apoſtate was ſlain. Nazianz. in Oratione 
contra Fulianum, Socrat. Lib. 3. 6. 18. Sox. lib. 6. c. 2. lib. 3. c. 
25. Your Amphilochius tells us, that Baſil forerold the Death of 
Fulian, but Theodoret faith, it was one Fulianus Saba, and not Baſil, 
Theodoret. Lib. 3. c. 2. Your Amphilechius faith, that Valens the Em 
rour did yield unto Bafil, and gave him place ; bur Soxomen faith, thax 
the Emperour ed in his Reſolution, and would not yield, bur per- 
ſiſted in his Obſtinacy againſt Sr. Baſil-.Your Amphilechins ſaith, thIr 
Nazianzen was preſent at St. Baſis Burial ; bur Nayiongy in his Mc- 
nodia, faith, he came after his Burial, and was nor preſent ; of theſe rwo, 
which muſt 'we believe ? Gregorius Presbyter that wrote Nazianzen's 
Life, faith, that he came a great while after that Baſi/ was buried ; bur 
our Amphilechius faith, that Nazsanzen came in and faw the bleſſed 
y, and fell upon it, when ir was buried ; upon which you may ſee 
that your Author did not lay his Lyes together fo cloſe, bur that they may 
be derected ; for if St. Gregory Nazianzen ſaw St. Baſil's Body, how 
was it buried ? if it were buried, how could he ſee the Body ?; but you 
may ſee where the Prayer to St. Baſil was invented, for he ſaw the Body, 
Giith Amphilochius, and from thence we conclude, that ' he is your Au- 
thor for this Prayer. 

Now, $ir, What Credit can we give to this Author? that hath fer - 
himſelf up ro contradict Authors, that are even to this day of grear 
Credit with the Divines of your Church. I wonder that you ſhould 
Rank him amongſt the Fathers, thar is ſo young as to write the Life of 
Thomas Becket, which was ſeven hundred years after your Divines ſyp- 
poſe him to have lived ; and in quoting this Author, you very much be- 
tray your ſelf, for do bur obſerve the Impudence of. the Man, to 


| pre- 
; rend thar he wrote St. Baſil's Life, and that St. Baſil dedicared his Book, 
"called aoyg unto him the ſaid Ampbilechius. Since Nez#qnzen reckan- 


ing up all St. Baſi's Books in his Monedia; and paſſerh._ that Book by 
as none of his ; and Sozomen writeth, Lb, 3. c. 13. that.it was judged 
not ro be St. Baſi's, but the Work of one Euſtathius a notable Here- 
tique, a Book full of Superſtition, and wicked Doftrine, and Gandemn'd 
by the Council of Gang's prafat. jn Concil. Gangren.” but you did con- 
ſider berrer of. i, and therefore,omirred that Author in your. Letter co 
Mr . Needham. | 
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Another Inſtance for praying to Saints, is Nefariw Patriarch of Con- 
Nantinople, who, as yon 1ay, preceded Sr. Chry/oſtom, This Prelare 
having given an account why St. Theodore's Feaſt was kept on the Satur- 
day of the firſt week in Lene, ro wit, in. Thanksgiving to the Saint, 
for having in a Viſion forewarncd the Patriarch of Conſtantinople, that 
Saint during the Perſecution of Fulian,thart the Apoltate deſigned to per- 
vert or deſtroy all the Chriſtians, by permitting no Meat to be fold in the 
Marker, but ſuch as had been offer'd ro the Idols, and beſprinkled wirh 
Bloud of thoſe abominable Victims; and advis'd him to prepare 

uch a proviſion of Biſquers, as would ſuffice his Flock to feed upon : 
Whilſt the Markets were thus ſhut up ro them ; and for having rhus ſe- 
\ cured their Religion, and Lives, he makes this following Prayer ro the 
Saint, The words of the Prayer you fay, are theſe : O Splendor of the 


Martyrs, Glory of the Saints, O worthy Gift of God, O© Unconquered Keeper ; 


and Defender of the Faithful, be not unmindful of our Poverty, and De- 
jeftedneſs, but i vouchſafe thou always to pray for us, O moſt Admirable 
Man ; nor do thou ajpiſ us who are daily aſſailed by Julian the Spiritual 
" one, who both then and now # the Author of Evil, the Enemy of our Souls, 
for we believe that you live after Death 3 Thou then who art yet alive in 
Chriſt, and ſtandeth near unto him, endeavour by thy Prayers to make him 
Gracious unto us thy Servants, that freed by thee from the preſent Myſerics, 
we may attain unto the happineſs that # there reſerved for us. 

I pray, good Sir, in what part of NeFarius his Works is this Prayer 
found ? What Hiſtorian that writes his Life hath this Prayer. There 
is one Euthymius that your Divines ſuppoſe to be an Ancient Greek Fa- 
ther, I thought you would have yo him, but I commend you for 
your Modelity, you have- recourſe ro Bellermine, who directs you to 
Lippomanes, 'who, I ſuppoſe you do nor eſteem an Ancient Father, for 
he was Biſhop of Verona ; he filled rwo mighty Volumes of this Stuff, 
which were printed at Venice, and Lovaine, about a 120 years ago. 
This Father Aloyſius Lippomanes, you will find to have no Credit, he 
being fo young an Author ; beſides ir's well known that Fulian was 
dead. rwenty years before NeAarius was inſtalled in that Patriarchate of 
Coandagy, and therefore fat nor in the time of Fulian's Perſecution, 
and ſtood in no need of St. Theodore's Advice in that bufineſs of providing 
of Biſquer for his Flock , CT rakes no notice of, and 
if no ſuch Reſtraint were pur upon the Chriſtians by the ſaid Julian, 
then whar Obligation lay upon Nefarius torerurn St. Theodore thanks,and 
that there could be no ſuch deſign of Fultan, in the time of the ſaid 
NeRarius, for that he was, as I obſerved, before dead rwenry years be- 
fore Nefarius was Patriarch of Conſtantinofle. 

The laſt Prayer you offer was that of St. Gregory Nazianzen : O Ve- 
nerable Virgin, chaſt, and moſt happy, hear my Voice benignly, and grant 
me that which s chief of all, viz. That departing thu Life, I may find 
thee to be my Patron: This is another of ve Fivgaat you fay ; = 
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this ſmells ſo like the Church. of. Reme, that. I, muſt ſuſpect ir, . til you 
are pleaſed ro tell me where, you tind this Prayer in the Works of Sr. 
Nazzanzen 3 Doth nor your Amphilochius help you here art a dead lift ? 
Gregorius Presbyter that wrote the Lite of Nazzanzen, faith nothing of it, 
ror do find, it. in any of his Works. It Amphilochus doth nor, I pray 
how far doth your Aloyſius Lippomanes give ”=_ his atiiitance > For 
they are a couple of Fathers your Church hath of late, coyned to help 
them inthe tine of need : bur .if you. did find it in Nagianzen, I pray tell 
us where, that we may give you a more ſausfactory Reply ; bur it you 
h:ve none bur your young Authors, we judge it a Forgery of your 
Church. 

Then you proceed to produce your Authoriry from thoſe Fathers which 
did defend the Practice of Invocation of Saints, and the firtt you pro- 
duce is thar of St. Gregory Nyſſen, which I have replyed ro already, and 
will ſay ſomething more :. You tell us, that in his Oration upon Sr. Theo- 
dore, that he fairh, The Chriſtians call on the Martyr, as on God's Mi- 
nifter, who being Invocared by them, is able ro imperrare for them 
what Favours he pleaſerh. 

To this, Sir, give me leave to ſay, That where the Fathers are con- 
trary- to the Word of. God, there we mutt leave them ; where they are 
agreeable, there we do "rp with them ; bur you have ſo ordered the 
marrer, that you make the Fathers ſpeak your own. ſence, by your fre- 
quent Forgeries, putting that upon them. which they never ou or 
elſe leaving out what they did really fay. And this Father's t 
on doth loak like a- Forgery of your Church; for I find in, the Life of 
St. Theodore; written by St. Gregory Nyſſen, who wrote it with much E- * 

nence in the Praiſe of the Church, where the Monument of that Ho- 
| CES and. ſpeaks of the Excellency of the Image thar 
was made for the faid Saint, which did fo wy —m—_—— as if the 
whole Story of him were written in a Book : in his Oration upon 
tos Mens, fn mrb ap Apoſtraphe direct himſelf ro the 
Image ; bur that he prayed ro that Saint, as if he could hear him, that 
I deny : Becauſe, that in his Writings againſt Eunominus, he faith, We 
are ro Worſhip and Adore that Nature alone, - which is uncreated, 
whoſe Characteris this, Thar it neither ar any time began to be, nor ever 
ſhall ceaſe ro be, Coner.Eunom. Lib. 5. Bur theſe Words of St. Gre- 

, you cannot fuch an Invocation, as points the leaſt at any A- 
| tion in by Yin, 00 HY OR GRONgT Babs 2 —_ i 

s, thar this extra way peaking to- St. Theodore, is by no 
means. to be :uſtified Bebe t to the Word of Gad, and 
rending to the countenancing an heatheniſh Cuſtom, (viz.) Of bring- 
ing Images into the Churches, Euſeh. Lib. 7. Cap. 16. Who faith, Thar 
the Uſe of Images was brought into the-Churches firft, by the Heathens, 
and St. Hierom tells you, the decking of them was to deceive the fimple : 
Argento & Auro decaravit illud ut fulgore , utriuſque Materie. ow 


46 A Diſcontſe ſhewing the Vnlawfulneſs 

ices, qui quidem Error "kil nes uſque tr anſrost, ut Relepionem in divi- 
as Eon: the Yar Lib.2.'Cap.1o. 'He I his Image 
with Silver and Gold, that by the luſtre and glory of both theſe Me- 
rals; he may deceive the fimple : which Errour crept in amongſt us, fo 
that now we think our Religion ſtandeth in Riches. I-ſay, this was the 
of thoſe thigh - flown Apoſtrophes, and Invocarmg-them, 
t they intended no Worſhip to them ; for they were convinced 
thar the Saints could not hear them , therefore the end of their calling 
upon them, was the more to induce their Hearers to follow the good 
Kenngte of theſe Saints, whoſe Works they magnified, and-in their 
tranſports of Zeal they did _—_—_ them, as ſome of the Fathers did 
upon other things, which.-I am they did never believe thar they 
were capable of hearing them. Thus -it was with this holy Nyſen i 
this Oration upon Se. Theadore ,” and means. and intends no Prayer at aff 
ro be made to him, bur only a naming his Name, and Works, that hif 


good poem. ht be followed. 

Your ine of the-Samrs Interceſſion is no ways proved, for St. 
Gregory intends no more, than to ſhew you, - that thoſe who name his 
Name, and profeſs the Fairh he profeſſed, and that the conſideration 
of his holy Life, and glorious Martyrdom, working in them a willing- 
neſs of obedience to the Will of God, -they, might obrain thoſe Favours 
God ufually beftows on his Charch, Bleflings fuirable -ro the grear Suf- 
ferings and Services of his Saints ; and this all'Proteftants do own, that 
erin hom Sod rien Armor ety rm Ry heck 
; pleaſed” ro fhewrgrear * -to hi ple, ir of 
Hotineſs, and Obedience, and conragions Sufferings, rn od 
_— to God, and many-have been confirmed mr the Faith of Jeſus 
Chrift, and an holy emnfarion hath been by this means-occafion'd a- 
mongſt Chriftians, who ſhould out-vie each- other in Pradtices ſuirable 
ro the glorious Goſpel, which they profeſs 'in the'World, by following 
the Examples of thoſe Saints, whoſe Names they -had mm continual re- 
membrance. | 
| You ſay, That Sr. Baſil '* evidently plain, the Martyr called 'by bu 
Name ſhewerh' himſelf preſent to as many as call by bu Works : Behold, 
fay you, he uſeth the fame:terms, which expreſs the Invocation of God, 
in Rachary. Sir, T rmift-own "that the Sams of 'God have left ſweet 
Memorials of their Holineſs and Piery, and in this Sence they may 
faitto'be preſent ; bur by calling upon the Saints, the holy Dottor doth 
not- at all . imply-any .Prayer to them; bur onfy profeiing the Holineſs 
and Faith, for whictr they laid down their” Lives. I pray, S:r,: obſerve 
the words of rhe Prophet Fachary, 13 chap. 9. They fhall call upon my 
Name, .and 'T mill bear them: I will ſay it # my People ; and they ſhall 
fay rhe 'Lord « my God. 'Where-the words of the'Prophet are nor {© 
much'tobe underſtood-an aftuat Prayer ro'/God, as an-acknowledgment 
of him ; and theſe words, Twill hear chem, we may underſtand - thus 
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mich; I #il own them. Thoſe ſhall be ownied by Almighty God, 
that acknowledge bim, both in'refpect of his Tuftice'in them, 
and-in his Mercy ir; preſerving them : whichexplication of the words 
is juſtified by rhe following words : I will ſay it # my People ; and they 
ſhall ſay the Lord « my God. And, Sir, give mie leave to tell yon, thar 
St: Bjil fafth thus much, arid no more : That the Chriſtians have preas” 
reaſon to own the Martyrs, and ate juſtified info dding : for that they art 
yet preſent by their own Forks, and by thoſe goo Examples they have left 
us. Sr. Paul ſaith, Let every one that nameth the Name of Chrift, depart” 
from Iniquity. So let evety one that namerh rhe Name of this, or thar.. 
Saint, or Martyr, depart from Iniquiry. : ler Men not onily call rhem- 
by their Nanies, or prerefid to own then by ar otirwvard Profeffion: on- 
ly, ſince they are preſent by their Works; that is, rheir Examples as 

v7 jeaty 

St. Byjil, to prove your Doctrine of the lawfulnefs of che Alice of your 
Church in Praying to Saints? Arid why you ſhotifd think to corroberare 
your Authoriry with the Saying of the pronter Rachary, that I muſt 
leave to you to conſider of, for at the preſent] do nor ſee any rendancy 
that way, by the words of St. Baſil. . ; 
Another fimory you produce was an Obſeryarion of St. Auguſtine, 

on the Bleſſing of Fob, Gen. 48., to wit, that not Exaudition, bat - 
Invocation-is uſed in reference ro Men, as well as to od ; Fvhere your 
Printer, I conceive, was miſtaken ; for there was no mention made of rhe 
Blefling of Fob ; bur there is mention made of rhe Bleflin # fray in 

the fifteenth aud fixteenth Verſes of that Chapter, where the Text faith, 
That Facob bleſſed Foſeph,. and ſaid, God befort whom my Fathers, Abra- 
hanz, and Iſaac walked, and the God which fed me all my life long, untit 
this day. The Angel which redeemed me from dll evil, bleſi the' Lads, and 
let my Name' be namied in them, and the Name of my Fathers Abraham, 
and Iſaac, and let them grow into a Multitude iti the middeſt of the Earth. 
Now, I pray Sir, what do you infer from theſe words > I ſuppoſe that 
you toy Gaze fire pin theſe words :* The” Angel which delivered me 
from all evil, bleſs the Lads : and from the Names uſed of Abrizham, 
and T/aac, you would prove the Lawfulnefs' of the Inivocation of An- 
gels, and that the ales G6 HAR WE — 4 nc yortodqyube 

meaning : For, Sir, ir was not Angelus ns acob points at, 

at Angelus Dominus, who is called the of the Covenant ; and him 
only Facob doth Invoke for a Blefling ; *for when he ſaw this Angel, he 
faith, I have ſeen God face to face, and my Life recs, Gen. 32. 30. 
And that the naming of Abraham, and Iſaac, imply the Interceffi- 

on of Abraham, and Iſaac, in the behalf of his rwo Grandchildren, is an 
Errour ; for according to the Sence of Bellarmine, one of your own 
Church, and Order, it was not the manner under the Old Teftamenr, 
for Men to apply themſelves to the Saints; and he gives this reaſon, 


The Fathers were then ſhut up in Priſon, and did nor ſee _—_ 
G 
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God ; therefore, if this be true, you mult net conclude the Dofrine of 
rhe Interceffion of the Saints from theſe words, or that they were to be 
prayed unto. | " 

You further cire. Sr. Auguſtine, and you bring him in ſaying, The 
Chriſtian People celebrate rogether the Memory ot the Martyrs, with a 
Religious Folcoiry, both to excire.an imitation of them, and, that rhey 

parikers,of their Merits, and be afliited by their Prayers. That 
the Chriltians did meer to praiſe God together, for the holy Lives, and 
happy Deaths of God's molt bleſſed Saints and Martyrs, Sir, is no que- 
{tion, and that they did it ina molt Religious, Solemn Manner, is be- 
yond all doubr, and that they did in order to follow theſe good Exam- 

les that were recorded of theſe Saints, is as clear : And what of all this ? 
did Meer TO to-celebrare the Memory of the holy Marryrs : 
Ergo, They prayed to them. They mer to 'Celeþrate the Memory of 
the holy Martyrs, to excite an Imitation of them : Ergo, They yed 
ro them. Thus is not Logick fir for a Man of your Station Chara- 
Cer : certainly no ſuch Logick was taught in any of your Philoſophy 
Schools at Liege. You mayyſow, that in ſuch Religious Aſſemblies 
congregated tor rhe commemoration of the Saints and Martyrs, the 
Prielts did recite the Name of the Martyrs, together with ſome ſhorr 
account” of cheir holy Lives, and heavenly Exits they made, and of the 
Miracles that were wrought by them ; bur I, do not obſerve any Pray- 
er or Prayers were made to them ; they did praiſe God for them, and 
% did pray to God to give them Grace to follow their good Examples, 
and. performed many Works of Charity, in token of the finceriry of 
their.Prayers, Bur I do nor find that aty Dicection is given by that 
holy Father, for any Adoration or Worſhip to be paid to them. : 

You will lay _ great end for wha red did req eros togerher 
the Memory jos ho was, that mighr kers of 
rheir Merits, and be afliſted by their Prayers. Here are __ things 
worthy of obſervation : 1. Whar is to be underſtood by being made 
partakers of rhe Merits of the Martyrs. 2. Whart is to be underſtood 
by being afiſted. by their Prayers: and both theſe ſeriouſly conſidered, 
may, I humbly conceive, fatisfie any. reaſonable Man. To the firft 
then, by the Merits of the Saints, I apprehend the holy Doctor intends 
10 more than thoſe Gifts and Graces, with which rhe Marryrs were in- 
dued -both in their Lives, and art their Deaths, and that thoſe that did 
meer together, ro' commemorate theſe Martyrs, did pray for thoſe 
Gifts and Graces with which theſe Martyrs were indued, and by 
which they arrived: ro thar degree of perfection , . that their Lives 
and Dearhs were" Sacrifices, with' which 'God was well pleaſed : 
therefore ro infer , thar becauſe the Chriſtians meer rogerher ro com- 
memorare the Martyrs, to the end they might be made partakers of 
thoſe Gifts and Graces with which the Martyrs were indued from on 
high. Thar therefore they prayed to the Saints is a conſequence which 

you 
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you would not allow in any ather caſe whatſoever. And , 
conſider the words of that great Saint and light of Gods Church , and 
let us ſee what is tobe underitood by being atfitted by the Prayers of the 
Martyrs , I have obſerved thar the blood of the Martyrs do ery ; How 
long, O Lord, holy and true, doſt thou not judge and avenge our blood 2 Re- 
vel. 6. 10. Abels blood it did call ro Heaven, Gen. 4. 10. If you will 
calt this praying, the point will ſoon be ar an end. If by theſe prayers 
the fairhtul may be ſaid to be in a fort affiſted, then you and I ſhall nor 
need ro debate the Controverkie any furrher, for we ſhall ſoon pur a pe- 
riod to this difference. Nay, Sir, your own Divines from thoſe words 
in the Revelations, do reach, That the Saints of God are preſent at their 
Tombs and Monuments and Relicks , and have cited St.: Ferome to prove 
the fame. And therefore I perceive ir is, that the Chriſtians did meer 
rogether to commemorate the Martyrs , at their reſpective Tombs or 
Monuments , becauſe from thence their cry did go to Heaven, and by 
virtue of ſuch Prayers, and crys of theſe Martyrs, the Church received 
benefir ; for calling for vengeance upon the wicked,implies a calling for 
Mercy upon the Church. In this ſence they may be faid to pray, as 
blood may be ſaid ro have a Voice and Cry ; and doth it follow thar 
becauſe their blood doth pray, and their blood hath a voice and doth 
Cry, that we muſt pray ro them ? I pray Sir in your next lay your Ar- 
guments a lirtle cloler, and conclude aright1 from your Premiſes. The 
Martyrs Prayers do alfiit the faithful, Ergo, the faithful muſt pray to 


N the Martyrs, no young Logician would be guilty of ſuch Reaton- 


ing. 
You call St. Auſtin again to your Aid, ro prove that there was an In- 


vocation and Adqgation uſed at the Meetings of Qhriſtians ro comme- 
morare the Martyrs. We offer to thee O Peter , O Paul, O Cyprian ; 
Whar was it that was offered? pray in your next let us have the whole 
ſence of the Farher ; theſe are imperfect ſayings, and we will reply to 
them in the next 3 bur this by the way. The words are no more than 
a Rhetorical Apoſtrophe,to the Images or Tombs of theſe Saints. The 
reaſon, you ſay, the holy Doctor gives for their Invocation is, becauſe of 
the Oblarion they make ro God, who hath Crowned the Martyrs : their 
Marryrdom was a Sacrifice with which God was well pleaſed, and 
their Holineſs comes up as a Memorial before God ; for he is nor un- 
mindful of their Blood, . which ſtill doth cry from under the Alcar : 
which after a certain manner we may term an Oblation ; And in this 
Sence that great Doctor ſaich, They make an Oblation : But whar 
then 2 Becauſe Sr. Auſtin dorh Invocare the Sainrs, that therefurc hc 
prays to them. You know, Sir, Invocation doth not imply a belicf 
that che Perſon Invocated doth hear, or that the Perſon Invoked is pray- 
ed unto. And this, Sr, will be made appear from thoſe Divines and 
Doctors, for which you have no (mall eſteem. 


I ſuppole, $/r, you have nor forgotten, that in your Church you ule 
H thus 
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thus ro Salute the holy Oyl, Ave Sanftym Oleum : All Hail chow boty 
Oy/. Nor do I believe but that within a few days you did thus Sature 
a Croſs of Wood, or Sitver, or Bra(s, Ave Rex noſter. I am confident 
you have prayed to the Croſs thus, © Crux ave fpes unica boc Paſſions 
Tempore, Auge Pix Fuſtitiam Ren que dona veniam : All Hail, O Crof, 
our only Hope in thu rime of the Paſſion : Give thou increaſe of Righte- 
onſnefi unto the Godly, and give thou Pardon unto Sinners. You have ſeen 
the Prayer that Pope Bomface the Eighth made to be ſaid before a Pi- 
ture and Image of the Croſs : which is this : © Crux altifſima, O Inno- 
cens Sangus, O Pana magna, O Chriſti penuria, O profunda Vulnera, O 
Lancie perforatio, O Sanguinss fluttio, O Cords Fratftio, O Dei amara Mars, 
O Dei veneranda Dignitas, adjuva me in Vitam eternam. Amen. O 
molt high Croſs, O innocent Blood, O great Pain, O the Penury ' of 
Chriſt, O the deep Wounds, O the piercing through of the Spear, O 
the flowing of the Blood, O the breaking of the Hearr, O the bitter 
Death of God, O the Worſhipful Dignity of God, help me unto ever- 
laſting Life. ; 

I cannor believe, $:r, thar you give Divine Worſhip unto a corrupra- 
ble. Creature ; or that you believe that Chrilt is there preſent under the 
Form of Wood. You know that the Sacrament hath been Invocared, 
and yet the Sacrament is a thing unſenſible, as _—_— ſaith. Dyo- 
»sſius, who as your Divines ſay, did Invocate ir ; bur ſee what Pathy- 
meres, the Greek Paraphraſt ſaith, Expounding the Words in this Sence: 
O Divimum, E9. Sacrum Myſterium affatur illud tanquam rem. animatam. 
He ſpeaketh ro the Sacrament as if it were indued with Sence and Life, 
and yet the Sacrament is not a Thing that hath Life and Sence. So 
Gregory the Great gaith : O Great and Holy yer. There- 
fore, $ir, every thing that is called upon, is not Adored with Divine 
Honour 


Conſider, Sir, what your own Abdias ſaith of St. Andrew, when he 
came to ſuffer upon the Crols for the Teſtimony of God, and his Chrilt, 
he repreſents the Holy Apoſtle thus ſpeaking to the Croſs. Salve Crux,&Cc. 
All Hail thou Croſs that here ſtandeft thus looking for me, I come of 
my own accord unto thee, for 1 know thy Secrecy, I know thy Myſte- 
ry, I ſee in thee the things that are promiſed to me of my Lord: Re- 
ceive thou me, O thou choſen Croſi, that am thus humbled for my 
God, and help the poor Servant unto by Maſter. Sir, here are plain 
Words of Invocation, here is manifeſt Adoration ; yer I hope you will 
not believe that St. Andrew did indeed give Divine Honour unto a 
Wooden Croſs, on which he was'to ſuffer. I pray conſider the words 
of St. Ambroſe, Lib. 10. Cap. 22. in Lucam. Obſerve how he doth 
{peak to the Water of Baptilm : O Aqua que humano aſperſum Sangui- 
ne, &c. O thou Water that haſt waſhed the World, ſtained with 
Man's Blood, O thou Water that deſervelt ro be a Sacrament of Chriſt, 
thou beginneſt, thou fulkleſt the perfect Myſteries. Do you think 
that 
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that Sr. Andrew's Croſs had Eyes and Ears > Do you think that the 
Bapriſmal Water had Eyes and Ears > You canner imagine therefore 
that St. Andrew expected to be heard by the Crols, or St. tmbreſe by 
the Water. And as St. Ambroſe did not to be heard, fo he de- 
figned no Divine Honour to the Water. © I pray confider what Devort 
on your Church doth uſe ro the Girdle of the Bleſſed Virgin : - © Vene- 
randa Zona fac nos Heredes etfne, © beate Vire & hanc noſtram, vi- 
tam ab mteritu conſerva, tuam Hereditatem, tuum Populum, O Intemera- 
te Zona, intemerata conſerva habeamw te vires, & Auxilium murum 
pro pugnaculum portum © Salutare Refuginm. O Blefled Girdle, * make 
us the Inherirors of Erernal and Blefled Life, and keep our preſent Life 
from Deſtruction ; O uniporred Girdle, of the unf Virgin, fave 
thy Inheritance 3 O fave thy People, be rhou our gth, our Wall, 
our Fort, our Haven, our Refuge. 

This Prayer of your Divines 1s not taken our of Exuthymins, but it is 
raken out of Aloyſius Lippemanus, the Biſhop of Verona, where you had 
your Prayer to St. Theodore, made by Nettarius, for in the in he 
bath made this Obſervation upon the Prayer : O quam magna W@ymira 
petit a Veneranda Zona : O how great and marvellous things he deſ- 
reth of this Blefſed Girdle. From this Prayer you cannot ſlay that ei- 
ther Euthymius or Lippomanus, would have you Worſhip the Virgin Ma- 
xy's Girdle with Divine Honour. | 

From all which, -I cafily gather, that though the Fathers did in the 
Fourth and Fifth Centuries, Invocate, and ask rhe Saints for Favours, 
yer in thar they paid them no Divine Honour ; Prayer being of its own 
nature due only ro the Creator, and not to the Creature : nor, indeed, 
can any thinking Man juſtifie the Fathers in thoſe Raprures, and Rhe- 
torical Apoſtrophe's, in which their Zeat did exceed rhe bounds of their 
Knowledge; for their Judgments were otherwiſe when rhey came to be 
more ſedare, and had raken thee Raprures into conſideration , which I 
ſhall ſhew you by and by. | 

By your writing I perceive that you are {o fond of the norion of the 
lawtulne(s of praying ro Saints, that you endeavour to deliver your no- 
rion from that great abjection of the incapacity of the Saints hearing 
us,in many placesfar diſtant from each other ar one and the fame rime ; 
for you mult know, that at the firſt creeping in of this fend notion , the 
memory of thoſe Marryrs were only kepr up where their Bedies were 
Intombed, and their Relicks kept ; bur now you generally pray rothem 
in many places ar one and the ſame rime, where you have no Monu- 
mens of thoſe Sainrs, nor any of their Relicks,which you doendeavour 
to prove, offering ſeveral Authorities in vindicarior of the fame. 

The firſt Authoriry you produce is St. Auguſtine, who, as you ſay ſaith, 
The Solution of this Queſtion #s beyond the reach of ETD 
how the Martyrs help thoſe which moit certainly are helped by them ; 


whether or no they be themſelves preſent at cne time , in ſo different 
[1 2 places 
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places, &c. From whence you conclude, that the holy Doctor, I: certain 
that the Martyrs kelp their Clients, at one and the ſame time, in different 
places 3 yet uncertain whether they were themſelves preſent. It was nor, 
lay you, hr Perſwaſion, that then the Saints help was to be required only, 
where they were believed to be preſent, 'T his you ſay is a clear demon- 
{trarion. ; 

Your uſing the word Clyents, is firfer for a Lawyer than a Divine 
of your {tation ; there mighr another word have been found our, bur I 
ler that pals, and rell you , that I do really believe the examplcs of the 
Martyrs have been of great uſe ro the faithful ; and in this ſence they 
may be 1aid ro help thole thar follow their good example ; you fee it 
was palt St. Auſtins underitanding to ſolve the queſtion , How the Mar- 
tyrs did help theſe that were their Clients, as you call them,in his Cura pro 
Mort. c. 16: but Sir, ſuppoſe I ſhould ask this queltion, whether or no 
the Saints in Heaven have any knowledge at all of Humane Afairs on 
Earth. I am ure there St. Auſtine can reſolve me; and he will tell us, 
That the Dead can have no knowledge of our Affairs here upon Earth, Mor 
tu neſciunt etiam Santti, quid agant vivi etiam eorum filii. Again,Si re- 

. bus viventium intereſſent anime mortuorum, &c. If (faith he ) fo grear 
and famous Parriarchs, as Abraham, I/aac and Facob, did not underſtand 
how the world went with their potterity , how can ir be that the dead 
ſhould ar all take notice of rhe living ? or intermeddle with afliſting 
them ? Decura pro Mort. c. 13. © 16. I pray Sir obſerve that St. Au- 
ſein here is ſo far from praying to Saints, thar he rells you,they are fo far 
from helping or aiiſting, that rhey know not your affairs on Errth, for 
they have not the leaſt knowledge of our condition. Therefore when 
he faith, the Chriſtians are helped by the Martyrs, you muſt nor under- 
ſtand help as a conſequent of your Prayers ro them , but of your fol- 
lowing thoſe holy Rules and Examples they have left you, for by their 
Examples they may be ſaid to help men. 

Another Authority you produce is St. Gregory Naz#anzen in his twelfth 
Oration, who you ſay having largely ſhewed how the Marryrs cure 
Diſeaſes, pur the Devil to flight, &c. He adds where their Bodies only 
are, the ſame effect is had as from their Souls, whether they are touched 
or worſhipped. The Reliques of Saints are much in Etteem in your 
Church, and no Chriftian, I think, ſhould offer any Indignity tothem, 
were they not falſe and fictitious, and putupon Men in order to deceive 
them, and thoſe things termed to be Reliques, which indeed-are not fo, and 
many of the ſuppoſed Miracles done by them fo fooliſh, rhat a Man hath 
no reaſon ro expect any miraculous Effects from them, bur rather oughr 
to ſer them ar nought, they being the Inventions of Men to deceive the 
Simple : bur with your pardon, I think St. Gregory here only ſpeaketh 
of £ Miracles that have been done by the Bodies of the Shes that 

have ſuffer'd for the Teſtimony of Jeſus. I will not diſpute the Truth 

that the Holy Father delivers, but I think from theſe words you can- 


nor 
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not yer-juſtifie your Doctrine of praying ro Saints. The Bodies of Mar- 
ryrs cure, Diſcales, and pur the Devils to flight ſay you, therefore muſt 
we pray to the Saints and Martyrs. I think it by no means will follow. 
Another Authoriry you produce is St. Ambroſe in his Sermon upon the 
Holy Martyrs Nazarius and Celſus, Have you invocated the Martyrs, 
( aith he ?) He hears you every where, who is honoured in the Mar- 
tyrs according to his Ditpenſation, who weighs your Vows, and dif- 
pencerh his Gifts, in ſo much is a nearer preſence of the Interceffor grant- 
cd as the Faith of rhe Clyent. is more devout. Theſe words, you fay, 
are St. Ambroſe's words, and ſo do ieveral of your Divincs: Bur, Sir, 
I will offer you another ſaying of St. Ambroſe, as you call him, in.his 
Sixth Sermon upon St. Margaret. Redere debemus Sanft# honorificentium 
que nobxs ſalutem, prof uſione ſus ſanguints perpererunt, qui tam ſacra ho- 
ſtia pro miſtra propitiatione Domino ſuo-oblati, We muſt yield Honour 
unto the Saints which have procured Salvation for us, by their ſhedding 
of their Bloud, which alſo were offered up unto the Lord fo Holy a 
Sacrifice for our Salvation. You muſt nor think, Sir, that any Pro- 
reltant Divines will rake cither of theſe for the ſayings of St. Ambroſe, 
for your Divines have miſerably corrupred this Father, and made him 
ſpeak ſuch Blaſphemies againſt God and his Chriſt; which that Holy Fa- 
ther would never have uttered, and efpecially in his Sermons upon the 
Feaſts of the Saints. And the reaſon why I offer this, is hs thee I 
find St. Ambroſe is corrupted by Eutropius one of your own Authors, and 
inſtead of Dominics ſanguins conſecrationem : He ſaith, Domunici ſangu- 
ns difpenſationem; _ again we find him in his Funeral Oration upon 
Theodoſius to fay theſe words : Tu ſolus Domine Invocandus es, Tu Rogandus 
ut eum in filis Repreſentes, Thou alone O Lurd art ro be Invocared, 
Thou art to be Intreated to make up the want of him in his Sons. If 
a Saint and Martyr might lawfully be prayed unto, then St. Ambroſe was 
not Orthodox in this Requeſt he pur up ro God. If he were Orthodox 
in this, then God only is to be Invocated, and not the Saints ; where- 
fore I conclude, that when you Repreſent him, ro Admonith his rs. 
ro call upon the Saints, that then you make him ſpeak what your Di- 
vines have Forged, and not his own Sence. And this doth further ap- 
pear, if you will bur conſider that the Prayer you call his makes the 
Creature Omnipreſent, whichis an Incommunicable Arrribure of Almi- 
ghry God; of which great Blaſphemy that Holy Father would not be 
Guilty. But I ſuppoſe your Lippomanus, or your Amphilochius hath. 
helped you to this Prayer, for in the old Edition of St. Ambroſe, I can- 
not find the Title of this Sermon ; but if they ſhould be rhe words of 
Sr. Ambroſe, you know the word Invoke, doth not always imply Prayer, 
but an Acknowledgement, and the word here is ſometimes taken for 
to own, as that in Fach. 13. 9. So that the Holy Father, if he did uſe 
thoſe words, he neither intended any Adoration, to be = ro theſe 


Saints, but only an Acknowledgment of their Graces, and great _ 
NEIS , 
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nef, and Faith in their Services, and Sufferings for-Chrift, and rhefe 
were owned as Honeurers of thole Saints. As for the Intercetfien there 
mentioned, TI riever Read of any, hur that of their Blood, which from 
under the Alrar cryeth ro Heaven, bur thar any Man was juftified, or 
accepted, or had a promile of being accepred ; bur he rhar came to God 
in the Name of Chriſt alone, I never read or heard of from the Scrip- 
tures. In a word, the Prayer as you call, it is a muddy fort of buti- 
neſs, and ſcarce Sence as you have reprefented ir. 

You bring in Grezory the Grear, affirming, thar greater Miracles are 
ofren wrought where the Saints Bodies are nor, that our Mind being fix- 
ed upon God, onr Faith may have a rer Merit, for as much as we 
know they repole not there ; and yer believe that they fail nor to hear, 
and grant our Requeſts. :I ack it is rrue, thar where the Primitive 

-Chriftians did more truſt in God, that greater Miracles were wrought 
then by the Bodies of the Saints ; and rhoſe thar have fixed their Minds 
' upon 'God, have received Eminent Favours from God as a Reward of 
their Faith : Bur what of all this, what have you to fay to St. Gregory ? 
He is here brought in by you, bur ET pray for what ? He dath indeed 
rell you, that greater. Miractes were wrought where the Badies of the 
Saints were not ; therefore doth it follow that you muft pray to them 3 
Nay, the Bodics of the Saints not being there, occafion'd fome of rhe 
Chriſtians ro have their Minds fixed upon God ? Ergo, the Prayer to 
Saints is lawful, -and they that have their Minds thus fixed, their Faith 
hath a greater Merit; therefore Prayers ro Saints are lawful. The Chri- 
{tians did know thar their Bodies were not repoſed in the Church where 
they were praying, and this was an Argument of a ftrong Faith, and 
therefore the Practice of the Church of Rome in praying to Saints is 
lawful, You fay, St. Gregary faith, That they hear and grant our Requeſt, 
Thar is, we are owned, and obtain favour from Heaven, upon the con- 
fideration of our following their good Example ; for as God did much 
for the People of Iſrael for Abraham's Sake, and faved a Ships Company 
for Sr. Paul's Sake, if you will have ir{o worded. And when God did 
ſhew any particular Favour to any Man for his Efteera that he had of 
God's Servants rhat were Martyrs; it was often attributed to rhe 
Saint, not believing that they did do ir, bur only to ingage them ro 
Honour the Memory of the Saints, and ra follow rheir good Examples, 
Bur I rthink, Sir, St. Gregory the Great is ſomewhat too young an Au- 
-thor ta be broughr upon the Stage to prove this Doctrine. 
*. \ You advanced, next as Witneſſes ro your Doctrine by you defended, 
rhoſe Fathers who owned that the ſame Sainrs Reliques tay in ſeveral 
places, were Honoured in, and carried abour ro diſtant places ; the E- 
vident import whereof is, that the Saints may be worſhipped in many, 
nay in a thouſand different places. In a word, wherever the God. of 
Saints .is, as St. Ambroſe you ſay obſerves, who every where manifeſts 
theſe Prayers to his Saints, and grants the Blefings asked by their Inter- 
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ceTion. Thee, Sir, are your own words, what proof have you for this 2 

Whar doth St. Ambroſe vbſerye, he obſerves you fay, Ih the God of 
theſe Saints i every where, and fo dol and all Proteſtants and we believe 
that he doth hear us ar al times, and inall places? Doth Sr. Ambroſe fay 
thar therefore we muft Worſhip the Saints ? Becauſe God hearerh us & 
very where, therefore mult we pray to the Saints > They make Inter- 
cefiion for thoſe that pray ro God, and have Bleſſings gramed by their 
Interceflion, How comes this to pals ? God faith St, Ambroſe reveals it 
to them. Suppoſe all this be rrue, Doth it therefore follow we mutt 
pray to them ? becauſe by Virtue of a Divine Revelarion, or - Manife- 
ttation, they come ro underſtand thar we have made our Prayers to 
God: This isnot a way of Arguing that becomes a Grave Father of the 
Society. The-God of theſe Saints is every where, rherefore we ought to 
pray to him only, as that Father faith. Bur I pray in your next tell us - 
where St. Ambroſe makes this Qblervation, and upon whar Occaſion : 
Till rhen; I cannot ſee any jult Reaſon you have to bring in St. Ambroſe 
for a Voucher, I believe he will ftand you in little ſtead. Bur having 
raken your leave of St. Ambroſe, you then begin to produce your main 
Witneflſes tn Defence of your Doftrine. + 

The firſt you produce is Sr. Gregory Nazianzen, What would you + 
have him to prove 2 Would you have him to prove that the Saints Re 
licks lying-in ſeveral places, and being-Honoured in, and carried about 
ro diftant places, they may be Worſhipped in many, yea, in a thouſand 
different places. I pray what faith St. Gregory ? He atrefts, thar a linle 
*Duſt, the leaſt Splinter of their deca a Lock of their Hair, 
their Clothes, fame drops (though almoſt worn off) of their Bloud 
have as much Worſhip paid, as their whole Body, that the very calling 
of the place by the Martyrs Name was known to him to have as much 
Efficacy,, as if the whole Body had lain there. I am nmch farprized 
at this Aurhoriry, or Witneſs, for here is not one word to juſtifie the 
Do&trine of praying to Saints, unleſs you will Argue thus: Thar fome of 
Relicks of rhe Saints have as much "Worſhip paid ro them, as the whole 
Body, Ergo the praying to Saints is lawful, and they-may be prayed to - 
at one pos the ſame time, in a thouſand different places. This 4 ic, 
$tr, will not do, bur lerus go on, the very calling of a row by a Mar. 
ryrs Name was known to St. Gregory, to have as much Efficacy, as if 
the whole Body had lain there. I believe as much ro the fall, and fo 
you and I ſhall agree there, bur what then ? I hope you will fer us ſee , 
what will follow upon this, Praying to Saints is Lanful, and praying ro * 
them ar-one and the ſame time indifferent places. By no means, I do-- 
think Logicians of very little Proficiency would detect this way of Ar- 
uing. 
; Your ſecond Teſtimony is from Theoderer, who is brought in faying 
thus : Their Bodies are not cach in their own Monument, but being divi- 


ed amongſt Cities and Villages, are by them eſteemed the Preſervers of their 
Souls 
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Souls and Bodjes 3 and called their Phyſicians and Honoured, as their Pro- 
teflors and Guards, and making uſe of their Interceſſien, they by them ob- 
tain Divine Benefits, and their divided Bodies retain their Power intire.. 
This was a Learned Writer, bur I cannot perceive what Service he doth 
you, hcre is no Prayer to Saints juſtifiea from hence. Ir is confeſſed 
that the Chrittians very carly did pay great Honour ro the Bodies, and 
Relicks of the Saints, and Martyrs ; and they were induced to believe 
that great Cures, and mighty Eftccts were wrought by them, and by 
the vititing of the Churches, and Places where they were repoſed, they 
had ſuch Reports of them, and whole days were ſpent in giving Thanks 
tro God for thoſe Holy Examples they lett. Bur I do not find any thing 
of any Divine Woritup they paid to theſe Relicks, or that Theodorer 
here in theſe words doth in the leaſt jultifie the point in hand : That be- 
cauſe their-Relicks were divided among(t Cities and Villages, there- 
fore the Saints and Marryrs might be Worſhipped hd Prayed unto in a 
thouſand places at one and the fame time. - If you can make Theod:rer 
ſpeak thus, it will be worthy of Conſideration. 

Your third Witneſs is St. Auguſtine, who ſpeaks, you ſay, of ſeveral 
Miracles, that to his certain Knowledge were wrought ar the Relicks 
of St. Stephen, in the different - places ar which they were Honoured. 
I pray what were thoſe Miracles, when, and where were they wrought ; 
you found that it was not much to the purpoſe, and therefore you lay 
no more. Admit the thing to be true, thar there were ſuch Relicks of 
St. Stephen, and that ſeveral Miracles were wrought by them, at thoſe 
ſeveral placcs where thoſe Relicks were repoſed. Whar doth it prove 
thar St. Stephen might be Worſhipped at one and the {ame time in dif- 
ferent places > You will do welt to peruſe St. Aſtin again, and fee how 
that Doctrine is proved. 

Your laſt Witneſs is St. German, who, you ſay, carried about him 
in e Reliquary for his Protection and Safeguard, the Relicks of all the A- 
xoltlesand Martyrs. The very Duſt that lay about St. 4/ban's Monument, 
C a touch of thoſe Relicks, and the Interceflion of thoſe Saints, reſtored 
'S;ght ro a Blind Woman ; this may for ought I know be as true as th2 
zeſt. Bur, $ir, you will do well ro remember your Point, which was 
this : That, becauſe the Fathers owned the Saints Relicks ro have becn 
repoſed in ſeveral hes and were Honoured in, and carried abour to 
diſtant places, it 
yea, in a thouſand different places. The Fathers, I confeſs, ſeem ta 
rake notice of the Diviſion and DitiinCion of the Relicks of the Saints, 
and of the great Reſpect and Honour they had in thoſe Churches, where 
. they were repoled, and that mary Miracles were wrought by them 
there, by the Power of God ; burthar they prove the Conſequence, or 
import that the Saints may be Worſhipped in ſeveral places, nay, in a 
thouſahd places at one and the ſame time. Thar, $:r, doth nor yer ap- 
pcar. 

Give 


id follow that the Saints may be Worſhipped in many, 
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Give me leave, Sir, to deal freely with you. I do own that the 
great God of Heaven and Earth, for the Teltimony of the Truth of 
the Goſpel of his dear Son, hath oftentimes wrought great Miracles, 
even by the dead Carcaſes of his Saints, in Witneſs that they have been 
his Witneſſes and Inftruments of his Holy Will, in opening the Eyes of 
the Heathen, and turning them from Darkneſs to Light, and from the 
Power of Satan unto God, to the end that they might receive Remiſ- 
fion of Sins, and an Inherirance amongſt them, which are Sanctified by 
Faith in Jeſus Chriſt. Bur as theſe were great Inſtruments at firſt, ro 
lead the People into the Truth, and bring them ro the Obedience of the 
Goſpel ; ſo they became afterwards Snares to lead the People into Er- 
rours and great Inconveniences, and that even in the times of the An- 
cient Fathers above twelve hundred years ago. 

Sr. Auſtin faith, I know many Worſhippers of Graves and Images, that 
drink, and quaff diſorderly over the Dead, and offer Meat unto their Car- 
caſes, and bury themſelves over the buried, and do eſteem that even their 
very Drunkenneſs and Gluttony is a Religion that peaſeth God, De moribus 
Ecclefiz, c. 34. Confeſſion, lib. 6. c. 2. Galaſins ſaith, Ir is reported, That 
with Proceſſim they furniſh up their Churches, built in the Name of the 
Dead, and the ſame for ought I can hear, while they were alive, were not 
altogether good Faithful Men, Galaſins Can. 2. de con. diſt. 1. placuit. Sr. 
Martin on a time came to a Chappel, built in the Name of a: Holy » 
Marryr, but afterwards it was revealed ro him, that the ſame Martyr 
had been ſomerimes a common Thief, and for a Robbery had been pur 
to Dearh, and by the Errour of thoſe times, was Honoured by the Peo- 

le for a Saint : Likewiſe Sr. Auſtin fairh, Some there be that carry a> 
Martyrs Bones, expoſing them to Sale, and yet may very well be doubt- 

ed whether ever they were Martyrs or no. Conſider what feigned Mira- 
cles your Church hath invented to incourage the Lairy in theſe Errours. 
You have made dead Images ro Sweat, ro Weep, and to Laugh, and 
to ſhift themſelves from place to place. The Image of the Virgin was 
made to attend her own Candle, and other Images and Relicks were 
feigned to heal Diſeaſes. Nicolas Lyra faith, In Eccleſia dei populus ſepe 
dicipitur a Sacerdotibus fits miraculs lucri cauſa. In the Church of 
God the Prieſt oftentimes deceive the People with feigned Miracles, for 
Lucres ſake. Thus the World was born in hand, that Images and Re- 
licks of Saints were not barely ſuch, bur had a ſecret Divine Power hid- 
den within them ; and therefore they ought ro be Worſhipped. From 
hence I conclude, that though God was pleaſed ro work ſundry Mira- 
cles by the bodily Relicks of his Saints ; yer the People were abuſed by 
them, and notorious Errours inſued upon the great Eftecm the Sacred 
Relicks were in. But had they continued inthe ſame Station, for which 
they were firſt preſerved, and no abuſe art all occafioned by them ;-I 
cangotsdee how you can juſtifie your Doctrine, that, becauſe of the ma- 


ny places where the Relicks of Martyrs were repoſed ; that therefore 
I the 
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the Saints and Martyrs might be Worſhipped in many places at one and 
the ſame time. 

And, becauſe you have infiſted ſo much upon the Miracles of the 
Relicks, and of the Bodies of your Saints and Marryrs ; bur of theſe 
Miracles, the Holy Fathers without doubr was very cautious, for fee 
Sr. Chryſoſtom ſaith, In fine temporss concedenda eſt poteſtas Diabolo, ut 
faciat figna utilia, ut jam Mimſtros Chriſti, non per hoc cognoſcamus quia 
utilia faciunt ſigna, ſed quia omnino hec ſigna non faciunt, In the end of 
the time Power ſhall be given ro the Devil, ro work profitable Signs 
and Miracles, ſo that we cannot know the Minitiers of Chriti, by that 
they work profitable Miracles, bur by that they work no Miracles at all, 
Chryſoſt. in Mat. Hom. 49. St. Auſtin ſaith, Non dicat ideo eft quia illa 
vel illa Mirabilia fecit, vel iſte vel ille aut quia illa vel illa ibi contingunt, 
&C. Removeantur iſta vel figmenta Mendacium hominum, vel protenta fal- 
lacium Spirituum, Let no man fay it is true, for that or this Man hath 
wrought this or that Miracle, for that Men make their Praycrs at the 
Tombs of our Deqd, and obtain their Deſires, or for that thele or theſe 
Miracles be wrought there, &c. Away with theſe things, they may be 
either the Juglings and Mockeries of deceirful Men, or elle Illuſions of 
lying Spirits, Aug. de Unitate Eccleſie. Cap. 16. Again, St. Chryſoſtome 

ith, Per Signa- cognoſcabatur qui eſſent, eſſent veri Chriſtiani qui falſi 
munc autem ſignorum operatio omnino levata eit mags autem Invinitur a- 
pud eos qui falſi ſunt Chriſtiani. In old time it was known by Miracles 
who were the true Chrittians, and who the falſe, bur now the working 
of Miracles is taken quite away, and is rather found among(t them thar 
are falſe Chriſtians, Chryſoſt. in Matth. Hem. 49. Therefore St. Augu- 
ftine ſaith, Contra illos mirabiltaris cautum me fecit Deus meus dicends in 
noveſſims diebus exſurgent pſeudo Prophete facientes ſigna & portenta ut 
inducunt in errorem [; fiers poſſit etiam Eleftos : Againit thele Miracle- 
Mongers my God hath armed me, ſaying, In the latrer days ſhall ariſe 
falſe Prophers, working Signs and Wonders, ro deceive, if it be poſlt- 
ble, the Ele of God. Aug. in Foban. Traft. 13. 

_ Sir, you have told us of a great many Miracles that have been wroughr 
by the Bodies and Relicks, of Saints and Martyrs : But I wonder, you 
being of the Soczery of Feſus, would not give us one touch of the Relicks 
of St. Xaverivs, in Eaſt-India, and of his Relicks at Rome 3 nay, there is 
ſcarce a Colledge of Feſuits in Chriſtendom, bur have of them more or 
1:is, and by thoſe Relicks many Miracles have been wrought ; Why did 
you not prove that he might be Worſhipped all over Chriſtendom, as well 
as any other Saint > Why did you not give an. account of the Miracles 
of the Saints of your Order in India > Who by their Holy Water have 
driven Mice our of the Country, and made barren Women to bare Chil- 
dren; and ſuch other wonderful Miracles. Bur you are a modeſt 
Gentleman, and would not therefore rake notice of them, at this time, 
teſt rhe World ſhould nor at this time of day, be under any obliga- 


tion 
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tion to belieye them, or any part of them ; and as the World is now 
cautious, ſo have Learned Men in all Ages : Alexander of Hales faith, 
In Sacramento apparet Caro interdum humana procuratione interdum ope- 
ratione Diabolica : In the Sacrament itſelf there appeareth Fleſh, ſome- 
times procured by Men, and ſometimes by the working of the Devil, 
Alex. de Hales, Par. 4. Queſt. 53. Mem. 4. Therefore hence ob- 
ſerve, that Miracles are nor the Signs always of true Doctrine, eſpecial- 
y of the Doctrine you defend, ( viz.) Praying to, and Worſhipping of 
ints. 

Love you know is bountiful, and as it hath produced a very fair Ac- 
count of the Miracles, wrought by the Relicks of Saints, and the Bo- 
dies of your Martyrs; fo give me leave on my part to tell you what Mi- 
racles I have ſeen wrought by the Preaching of the glorious Goſpel of 
our dear Redeemer, the Blind ſee, and the Dumb ſpeak, the fainr* 
hearted are made couragious, our Biſhops are ftour in the Cauſe of our 
bleſſed Lord, our Presbyrers ſpeak now with the Tongues of Angels, 
the Voice of our God is heard amongſt us, and the People are turned 
from Darkneſs to Light, and from the power of Antichrilt, ro the obe- 
dience of the Goſpel. The Dgctrine thar is Preached amongſt us is 
quick and powertul, and ſharper than any rwo-edged Sword, piercing 
even to the dividing afunder of Soul and Spirit, and of the Joynts and 
Marrow, confounding Principalities and Powers, Spiritual Wickednef- 
ſes, and High Places, good Men are perfected, the Body of Chriſt is 
edified ; theſe, Sir, if you have Eyes to ſee, arc great Miracles. Saint - 
Chryſoſtom ſaith, The Converſion of the World a Miracle, Chryſoſt. incor. 
Hom. 6. St. Auſtin ſaith, Modo Caro ceca non ap:rit Oculos Miraculo 
Domini, & Cor cacum aperit Oculay Sermone Domini : Now adays the 
blind Fleſh openerh nor her Eyes by the Miracles of our Lord, bur the 
blind Hearr openeth his Eyes at the Word of our Lord, Aug. de verbrs 
domin. Secund. Mat. Ser. 18. Again, Modo Aures corporss ſurde non a- 
periuntur, ſed quam multi habent clauſas Aures Cords que tamen verbo det 
penetrante Pareſcant ? Now adays the deaf Ears of the Body be not o- 
pened, bur how many are there who have the Ears of their Heart ſhur 
up, which notwithſtanding are opened, when the word of God thar 
pierceth entereth ? I think that theſe Miracles are greater Arguments 
why we ſhould Worſhip God through Jeſus Chriſt, then the Miracles 
of the Relicks and Monuments of the Marryrs are why you ſhould Wor- 
ſhip and Pray unto the Saints. 

It may be you may not take it well if I ſhould not take notice of your 
Miracles once more, therefore I will I behold the Countenance of your 
Glorious Miracles : Your Crofſes they can ſpeak, and your Idols can 
go 3 your Images can light their own Lamps ; your Holy Wareris able 
ro drive away Mice, and to make barren women Fruirful, and to calm 
the Sea. 'This I have learned from ſome of your own Writers, but your 
Miracles and your Doctrine of Praying to Saints is much alike ; _ 
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will conclude this Head with the Saying of St. Hierom, Mendacium 
Antichriſts Chriſts Veritas devorabit. The Truth of Chriſt ſhall de- 
vour the Falſhood of Antichrilt. 

Having examined your Doctrine, that becauſe the Relicks of the 
Martyrs are diſperſed abour uo divers places, and being honoured in 
their reſpective == where their Relicks are repoſed, that therefore 
* they might be Worſhipped in a thouſand different places, at one and 
the ſame time ; for which you produced ſeveral Witneſſes, and they 
being all conſidered, you now proceed ro ſhew that this Doctrine of 
Praying to Saints was authorited by four Councils, held within the 
ſpace of the firſt five hundred years after Chrift. By the Authority of 
thoſe Councils you think you do your work. 

Fir#t, You cite the Council of Chalcedon, and ſay, That in the Firft 
General Council held there, the Biſhops belonging to the Patriarchate of 
Conſtantinople, publickly #n the Council, and unoppoſed, uſed ths Invoca- 
tion to Flavianus : Flavianus lives after Death ; let the Martyr Pray for 
us. And more, you fay, you do not expreſs in your Litanies to the 
Saints. This was a Practice, Bur I pray, Sir, where is the InjunCtion ? 
There is a Decree in your Chapter, at Tront, That the Saints ſhall 
be Prayed unto. If you can find ſuch a Decree in the Council of Chat- 
cedon, I pray ler us ſee ir; or elſe never pretend to cite the Authority 
of the Council. I was big with expectarion, and truly did give myſelf 
the rrouble ro peruſe, and confider-it 3 bur finding no Decree in the 
caſe, I therefore judge that your citing rhe Council, was to little or 
no purpoſe ; the Practice of a number of Biſhops being no Warrant for 
any Doctrine wharſoever, unleſs approved, allowed, and decreed by 
a General Council. You have "# with ſundry Debates amongit 
Learned Men, that have not been oppoſed by the reft of the Council ; 
yet when the Queſtion hath been pur, ir hath been carryed againſt 
the Debates, though they have appeared with a 'confiderable Par- 


 ButI will confider your Invocation here, in the Council of Chalcedon. 
The Words of your Invocation are theſe : Flavianus /ives after Death ; let 
him Pray for us. I pray, Sir, do but conſider the occaſion of the Words : 
There were two Perſons that ſtood Candidates for the Biſhoprick of 
Epheſus, Baſſianius and Stephen, who both contended for thar Bittoprick, 
Baſſianius appears before that Council, and he having had this Flavia- 
2us to communicate with him in his Life-time, and having been a great 
Favourire with him, he becauſe of that intimacy, engaged the Biſhops 
of the Obedience of Conantinople, who cryed out in the Council, 1n 
the behalf of Baſfianins, Flavianus the Martyr lives after Death, he ſhall 
Pray for fs. Which is no more than this, he ſhall intreat you to do us 
this fayour, as to give the Cauſe for Baſſianus, and confirm him Biſhop 
of Epheſus, let him Pray for us, fince he was a Marrtyr for the Faith, 
tet his Martyrdom oblige you to.appear for his Friend, ' Theſe Biſhops 

did 
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did not fay, Flavianu lives aftet Death, he ſtall to God for us, 
(for you mult underitand theſe Biſhops had made the of Baſſianus 
their own) bur he ſhall pray or intrear this Council for us. This is a 
worthy proof for the Lawfulnelſs of Praying ro Saints ; for do bur con- 
ſider, if it be given for granted, rhar the incention of thoſe Biſhops was, 
Let Flavianw' pray to God'for us: Whar then, doth it fay, Ler us pray 
to Flavianus * Here is not one Word of that, nor indeed of the 
other. 

* Secondly, You in the ſecond place cite the Council of Gangre, Can. 20. 
If any one through Pride, believing himſelf perfeft, accuſe thoſe Meetings, 
which art had at the places where holy Martyrs Repoſe, or in their. Chur- 
ches, or believes that ſuch Oblations as are made there, ought to be flighted ; 
Let them be accurſed. Bur, I pray, Sir, why do you pur thefe words 
in, thar is, need not the Inrercefſion of the Saints, that is the greateſt 
Folly that ever Men could be guilry of 3; What Man of Learning could 
ever give this Explication of a Canon, which the thing will in no wile 
bear, Bur, Sr, I will forfeir all rhe kill I have, if you can bring any 
of the Dodtors of Sorbonne, or any of the Congregation, De propagande 
fide, that would produce this Canon of the Council of Garzra, to prove 
that Praying to Saints was enjoyned by the Catholick Church : Nay, 
I will appeal to any of the Learned of your own Sociery, whether they 
in their Conſciences do believe that ir looks like a proaf ro juſtific that 
Doctrine. The Canon being raken as you have laid it down, fays no 
more, that they are accurſed, who-ſhall rake down the Monuments of 
che Marryrs, or ſhould believe that rhe Oblations made in thoſe Holy 
Places were to be lighted, or ſhould in any meaſure reflect on tho: 
that did frequent the Meetings, had, and held where the Bodies of the 
Marryrs did repoſe. Here 1s not one word of Praying to the Saints, 
or of the Saints making Intercefſion for us. 

Third'y, You produce the Council of Laodicea, held in the Year 320, 
as allowing the Worſhipping of the true Martyrs of Chriſt, mentioning 
Churches built in their Honour, over” their Monuments, whether the 
Chriſtians reforred. I perceive you are faint-hearred, and durit nor 
fay the Sence of the Council of Laodicea 3 fee the 35 Canon, where ir 
was determined by thar Council, That Chriſtians ought not to leave the 
Church, an1 go and call upon Angels, and make Mectinzs, which are- 
things forbidden. If any Man therefore be found giving himſelf t2 this 
ſeeret Idolatry, let him be accurſed , becauſe be hath forſaken th: Lord 
Tefus Chriſt the Son of God , and hath applied himſelf to-ldolatry. Theo- 
doret in his Expoſition upon the Epiitle to the Coloffians, doth twice 
mention this Canon, and declare the Sence of it, upon Col. 3. 17. the 
Apoftle faith, He commandeth us to adorn our Words and Deeds with the- 
Commemoration of our Lord Feſus Chrift, and to ſend up thanks, groing to 
God, and the Father by him, and not by Angels. The Synod of ud 4 


follow allo this Rule, and defiring to heal this old Diſeaſe, (viz.) Angel- 
Worſhip, . 
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Worſhip, made a Law, That they ſhould not Pray unto Angels, nor forſahe 
our Th Feſis Chrift. And on Col. 2. he adds, That as Vice continued 
long in Phrygia, and Pilidia, for which cauſe the Synod (aſſembled in Lao- 
dicea, a- chief City in Phrygia) forbad them by a Law to Pray unto An- 
gels. Oecumenius hath much the ſame words, upon the ſame place ; and 
here I am ſure you find nothing of Praying to Saints, bur rather for- 
bidden, for if it be unlawful to Pray to the Angels, and that be Idola- 
try, then it is unlawful to Pray to the Saints, for withour doubt the latter 
iS as lawful as the former. | . 

In the Sixth, and thirty fixth Canons of that Council, you fay, That 
the Worſhipping of Martyrs was as it were allowed ; or that I may nor 
be charged for a Milrepreſenter, you fay, That you produced that Coun- 
cal, as allowing the Wor ſoipping the true Maytyrs. With what face can 
you aſſert thar, when thoſe Canons pertrorhing of the Worſhip of the 
true Marryrs. The Council makes mention indeed of the reſort of 
the Chriſtians xo the Churches of rhe Martyrs, where they did uſe ro 
pray, but there is nothing in that Council, thar intimares any thing of 
the lawfulneſs, or the neceſſity of Praying to Saints, bur rather forbids 
x 

Fourthly, The laſt Council you cired, is the fourth Council of Car- 
thage, held, you fay, in the Year $68, not only Authorizing Chriſtianst» 
meet in Churches Dedicated to Martyrs,and even where-ever any Monument 
of a Martyr ſhould be ; but commanding that all Altars ſhould be deme- 
liſhed, if there be not an evident certainty of the Relicks over which they 
were erected. - What is all rhis ro-the purpole ? The Council of Car- 
thage, fay you, Authoriſed Chriſtians ro meer in Churches Dedicated 
ro the Martyrs, Ergo Prayers to Saints are lawful. That the Councel 
ordered- the demoliſhing of all Alrers , if there were not an evident 
certainty of the Relicks over which they were erected, Ergo the Coun- 
cil did command Praying to Saints. Bur if you will look into the third 
Council of Carthage, you will tind ir againſt the Praying to Saints. 

You are pleaſed to ſay that this was the moſt expreſſive merhod of 
authorizing Devotion to the bleſſed Saints. The Council authorized 
Chriſtians ro meet in Churchcs Dedicared ra the Martyrs ; this was in- 
deed an exprelive method of — Devotion to the bleſſed Saints, 
but where are your InjunCtions for the Praying to Saints, what was 
the Decree of that Council, and what was that Council rhar did de- 
cree for the putting in practice this Romiſh Doctrine of Praying to 
Saints, In a word, your Four Cuuncels make no mention of any In- 
junction for the people ro pray to Saints, no they do not fo much as 
intimate to us, thar it was the practice of rhe Church ar that time. You 
know that your Chapter at Trent makes a forn.al Decree, enjoyning 
all upon pain of a Curſe, to apply themſelves in their Prayers to the Saints, 
and if you had produced ſuch a Decree , you would have done ſome 
imall matter of Repuration to the practice of the Churth. 


Since 
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Since your Authorities taken from theſe Four Councils, will do yon 
no ſervice , away you haſten ro St. Auguſtine , who in his 137 Epittle, 
commends the Chriſtians for flocking ro the Monuments of Marryrs, 
there ro ask miraculous Favours, and ro ſome particular Saints, for 
ſuch, and fuch peculiar Graces, to others again for different ones. 
The Chriſtians did go to the Monuments of the Martyrs, and did 
ask for Favours 3 bur I hope you will tell us from whom they 
asked theſe favours. St. Auſtin in all that Epiſtle doth nor fay one 
word of their asking the Saints,bur their Prayers were directed to God, 
that he might obtain this or that favour or Grace which the Saint was 
ſuppoſed to be indued withal inthe time of his or her.life. Here you 
are failed in your Authority, for this ſaying of the holy DbCtor proves 
nothing for the lawfulneſs of Praying to Saints. 

You come to the cloſe of the marrer, and here you offer the comme- 
morations of the Bleſſed Virgin and holy Saints , as more full and ex- 

reflive in the ancient Liturgies, then any in the preſent Roman Miflal. 
This I am fare is not ad Rem, 'for the commemoration of the Saints to 
bleſs God for them and their good examples they left us, and heavenly 
Doctrine they taughr. In thar we areall agreed ; bur I am inclined ro 
joyn *wirſs you, and examine your Authorities you produce, and perhaps 
you may find ſomething *to drop in that may help your Doctrine of 
Praying ro Saints, which no doubt bur will give your Church ſome 
colour for that Practice. 

The firſt Authority you produce is St. Cyril, Parriarclhr of Feruſalem; 
who bears witneſs to this Prayer in the Lirurgies of his time : Me pray 
to thee all of us, and offer thee this Sacrifice, ſo as to make a Commemora- 
tion of thoſe who have ſlept before us ; firſt, of the Patriarchs, Prophets, 
Apoſtles, Martyrs, that God through their Prayers would accept of our 
Prayers: We never ſay more than this, in auy Commemoration in 
our Maſſes : Well, here is plainly ſer forth, that the Saints make Inter- 
ceflion for us, but nothing of any Prayer made ro them. Bur your 
Author is not very well received, becauſe this Prayer of his, ſmells fo 
rank of your Romiſh Superſtition, thar none but ſuch an old Door 
newly ſer forth, conld be guilty of ; I amr lothe to call his Credit in 
queſtion, bur I rell you that in his ſtyle, in his way of arguing, he is 
not ar all like the Greek Fathers, in wording his Notions ; he appears to 
have lived bur of lare Years, and therefore his Authority, Sir, will be 
of little Credit art this time. Yer he doth you no manner of Service ; 
he ſhews that in his time, the Intercefſion of Saints was a received No- 
tion, but hath nor one word of Praying to them , and St: Augnſtine in 
his Tract in Fohan. ſeemerh to countenance it , bur doth not ar all poinr 
ar any Invocarion, or Prayer to be made to the Saints and Marryrs. Bur 
fay you, doth not the ſaying of St. Cyril and St. Auguſtine prove, thar 
their Interceſſion muſt be asked that it may be obtained. In anfwer to- 


this, I ſay , 1 do nor find that either your St. Cyri/ or St. Auguſtine doth 
UY 
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in either of theſe places direct. us ro apply our ſelves to the Saints 
for the benefit of their Interceſſion , the one faith , That in the Prayer of 
the Liturgies in his time , the faithful did commemorate the Saints that 
God through their Prayers would accept of your Prayers. And St. Auſtine 
ſaith, That the Chriſtians commemorate the Saints at the holy Table , that 
they may pray for us. He doch nor fay, that Chrittians pray to the Sainrs 
that they may pray for us. It may be worth your while to conſider 
how little rhele rwo Authors do appear ro help you our in this point, 
which you fo zealouſly defend. 


You fay that you offered deyour Prayers to the bleſſed Virgin ourtof 


the Lirurgies of St. Baſil and St. Chry/oſtom. Thoſe Liturgies have both 
been fo miſerably abuſed, rhar they are not of any great value with 
the Doctors of you own Church, for the Interpolations ire fo frequent, 
that we can ſcarce tell either the order or the ſence of thoſe Liturgies. 
I have ſeen the old Copics of thoſe Liturgies , where I find commemo- 
rations of the Bleſſed Virgin and the Saints, bur I cannot find any Pray- 
er made to them in latrer rimes. They may have crowded a Prayer to 
the Virgin , which yort perchance have uſed , bur it is no proof, For 
Dr. Stephen Gardner, the notorious Biſhop of Winton, he faith, (and thar 
not without due conſideration had of thoſe Offices) that both of them 
were miſerably diſordered , that ſet behind which ſhould have been before, 
and that the Ignorant Scribes of the latter Ages had baſely corrupted bath 
thoſe Liturgies. This is the Credit that the Lirurgies of thoſe Fathers 
had, with that Biſhop of your own Church , and therefore we have 
reaſon, Sir, ro refuſe them as Authors that have been corrupted by the 
Scribesof your own Church, Steph. Gard. ad objeR. 185. 

And that St. Chryſoſtom's Lirurgie hath been abuſed doth thus further 
appear, for in that Liturgie ſer forth by C/audus Sanfes, you have St. 
Chryſoſtom praying for Pope Nicholas in theſe words, Nicholas ſanfsſſims 
& Uniwerſals Pape longa ſunt tempora : We pray God fend Nicholas that 
moſt Holy and Univerſal Pope a long time to live , whereas it is well 
known to you, that Pope Nicho/as lived in the year of our Lord 857. 
which was almolt 500. years after St. Chryſoſtom's deceaſe ; likewile in 
the ſame Liturgie there is a Prayer for the Empire and Victory of the 
Emperour Alexius, who lived in the year 1080. after the death of Sr. 
Chry{:ſtom 700. years. Now it 1s very hard if we ſhould receive the 
Teſtimonies that are Authentic, fince they are made to ſerve all the 
vile Turns imaginable, ſo that you may ſee what Stuff here is that you 
father upon rwo burning and ſhining Lights of God's Church, and up- 
on them we muſt ground our Faith and Salvation. We mult pray we 
know not whar, and I know not ro whom. Tf we receive either or 
both your new St. Baſils, and new St. Chryſoſtoms Liturgies, for in their 
old Liturgies there is no mention made of praying to Saints, nor of the 
Saints Intercefſion for us. 

Ir 
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It kath been commonly obſerved when the learned Writers of your 
Church haye wanted Scripture for any Point or Notion of Religion, 
which have endeavoured to defend, then they pretend the Authort- 
ry of the Fathers and Counſels to. juſtifie them it rhe maintenance of 
their Notions, and ia: particular this practice of your Church, in pray- 
ro Saints.and Angels. Your Belarmine lays, That all the Fathers both of 
the Greeh, and Latm Churches — _—————_—— Saimeron and 
Stapleton, and others do ſpeak the ſagne 5 bur all of you to 
this day have fo inured your T to talk of the Fathers, thar you 
can hardly ufe any other form of nay, you have attempred ro 
bring ſeveral of the Fathers of the firſt four or five hundred years. 

But you kave nor yet produced one Teſtimony our of any Father, 
wRIE.® non ag_0e r-any account at all was made of it ; nay, 
thoſe whom you have named were all againſt ir. I O—_ Te- 
ſtimonies tm abundance for this my Afſertion, bur it be too tedi- 
| —oagrnpelamemedararon therefore take a taſt of theſe 


ius who flouriſhed abour the year of our Lord 140. in his Epiſtle 
ra Philadelphians, writeth thus : Tou Virgins have none but Feſus 
Chriſt before your Eyes, in your Prayers, and the Father of Fefſus Chriit, 
Ignae. ep. 6. >. which Teſtimony ir apc to me, that-rhe Chriſtians 
oF his rime did not ſo much as pray to the Virgin Mary herſelf. * To the 
ſame effect is that of Origen : We muſt pray to him aloxe who # God a- ' 
bove all things, to him alſo we muſt pray who 1s the Word, the only Son of 
God, and the firſt Born of all Creatures, Tom. 8. cont. celſum pag. 395. 
ia eold, lib. p. 381. 384. 402. 416. 42e. Tom. 5. conta. celfum lib. 8. in 
ep. ad Rom. c; 10. Athin. in orat 3. contr. Arridn. To God alone ( faith 
he ) it belongeth to be WVorſhipped, and the Angels themſelves are nat 12> 
norant hereof, for although they excel in Glory, yet are they bus Creatures, 
and are none of thoſe that are Worſhipped, but of thoſe that Worſhip the Lord : 
And again, becaitſe Feſus Chriſt us not a Creature, but begotten of the very 
Subſtance of the Father, and # by Nature the Sm of God; therefore be u- 
to be Worſhipped. Therefore, Sir, what becomes of yout urging of 4- 
thanafizs, for countenancing of Invocation and Prayer to the Saints, and 
of his Prayer, as you call ir, to the Virgin Mary ? 

Conſider Origen once more, and he hath this expreſſion, if I under- 
ſtand his Greek aright, That we ought not to Worſhop our Fellow-worſhi p- 
pers, nor to pray to thoſe that pray toes 3 which ſaying of this grear 
Doctor agrees with that paſſage in the Revelations, c. 22. 9. c. 19 10. 
When Sc. Fol offered ro Worthip the Angel, he ſaith to him, See rhox 
do it not, for I am thy Fellow-Servant, and of thy Brethren the Prophets, 
and of them that keep the ſayings of this Book, Worſhip God. Thar grear 
Dodtor faith in another _ If Celfus will have ws to procure the good 
Will of any ethers after him, that ra over all, let hem TS 

when 
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when the Body # moved, the ſhaddow thereof doth follow it. So inlike man- 
ner having God propitious to us who is over all, -ir follows that we ſhall- 


. haveall his Friends, both Angels and Saints, loving tous, for they have ' 


a fetlow-feeling with them that are rhoughr fit ro- find favourwith God ; 
neither. are 'they- only; favourable unto ſuch, bur they work with them 
alſo-rhar are willing-ro do Service unto him who is God overall, and - 
are friendly ro them, and pray and intreat with them, ſo as we boldly 
ſay, that when Men yith Reſokation propole unto themſelves the belt - 
things do pray unto God, many thouſands of the Sacred Powers pray* 
rogerher with then unſpoken ro, Origen lb. 8: conty. celſinn, v. 438; 
433. The Writings of Origen are full of Evident Teſtimonies-again(t 
this Doctrine, for which you ſocarnellly contend : And Athanaſius wrote 
as much as he abour this Point, and the Arrian Herelie, which had” 
ſpread itlelf in his time in many conſiderable parts of Chriſtendom, a-' 
gainſt which he contended with great Zeal, and as great Jydgmiene- 
gave him occaſion for it. They maintained Chriſt was a meer Credture, 
and yet they prayed unto him. The Holy Doctor on the other fide, did 
with the Orthodox Fathers maintain, That sf ho were Created, he muſt 
not be Ineccated, What reaſon had __ pray to Chriſt who was a' 
meer Creature. You very well remember that rheir Plea was, bee4uſe 
the Word of God dwelt in him, then he argueth upon them thus : If you 
Worſhip” the Man Chrift, becauſe the Word of God dwelt in him, at the- 
fame time Worſhip alſo the Saints who have the Word of God dwelling in- 
them. The Word of God dwelling in Chritt was no manner of Plea, 
or Argument for his being Worſhipped ; bur becauſe he is not a Crea-) 
ture, but is begotren of the very Stbſtance of his Father, and is by Na- 
rure the Son of God, therefore he is to be Worſhipped: If you find St. 
A thanaſius to ſay, That the Saints are by Nature the Sons of God, and be-- 
otten of the Subſtance of the Father, then we muſt Worſhip the Saints ; 
a9 ſince they are the Children of God by Adoption and Grace, and by- 
Narure they were the Children of Wrath, as well as thoſe who are yer 
dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins, though fince their Converſion, the Word 
of God, and Seed of God remaineth in them, and they are not to-be- 
Worſhipped. If the Plea of the Arrians for the Worſhip of. Chriſt, 
who they aſſerted ro be a meer Creature had been juſtifiable, then by - 
Verrue of the ſaid Plea ir had been lawful ro Worſhip the Sainrs ; bur 
as the Plea cannot maintain the Arrians in-the Worſhipping of Chriſt, 
fo that Plea will not jaſtifie you, nor your Church in the Practice of 
Praying 'to Saints':: Hence it is that the great Do tor St. Arhanaſins : 
That sf you Worſhip the Man Chriſt, becauſe the Word of God abideth in 
him, Worſhip alſo the Saints who have the Word of Ged abiding in them. 

I humbly conceive ir niay not be unneceſſary to pur you in mind, that 
as the Greek Fathers now cited do by no means Countenance your Do- 
drine and Praftice of Praying to Saints and Angeks, there are alſo (e- 

veral 
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yeral Latin Fathers, who are of the ſame Opinion. Terruflinn who 
lived abour the beginning of rhe third Century he faith, Hec ab alio- 
orare non poſſum quam aquo me ſcio conſecuturum quoniam ut ipſe ef 
qui ſolum ;preſtat, &c. The ſubſtance of which words is this, He 
rells us that ſuch and ſuch things he might not pray for from any other 
but from him, fron whom he knew he ſhould obtain them, becauſe 
it is he who alone is able to give, and I am he for whom they muſt 
be obtained, being his Servant. who obſerve hi alone, Apologetic. 
c. 3o. There is a Diſcourſe of the Trinity, by Novatian, which is 
added ro the Works of Tertulian, in which you may meer this pal 

ſage : If Chriſt be only a Man, Why is a Man called upon in our Pray- 
ers as a Mediator, ſeeing that the Invocation of a Man 1s judged of no 

Efficacy to Salvation > Why alſo s Hope repoſed in him, ſceing Hope in 

Man is Accurſed ? From hence obſerve, that if Chritt may nor be 

Prayed unto , if he were bur a Man, then the Saints who are bur 

Men, may nor be prayed unto. If *Chriſt be but a Man, he cannor 

be prayed unto as a Mediator, therefore how can yourjuſtifie Pray- 

ing to | a Mediators, fecing they are but Men 2 If a Prayer to 

a Man'be of no Efficacy to Salyarion, then-Prayer ro Saints can be of 
no Efficacy to Salvation, fince they are but Men. If Chriſt were 

bur.a meer Man, then why is Hope repoled in him, the Saints being 

but Men, Why ſhould Hope be repoled in them ; for if you pray to 

Saints, you muit not only believe that they hear you, bur hope that 

they will anſwer you, which hope is in vain, becauſe they are bur 

Men. 

Obſerve wharhe faith further, S; Homo zantum modo Chriſt us, quo- 
moda adeſt ubique invocatus hec-Homins Natura, non x Det ut adeſſe 
omni loco poſſit 2 If Chriſt be only Man;how is he preſent, being called 
upon -every Where, ſeeing this is nor the Man, 'burt God that can be 

reſent in every place 2 De Trinit. c. 14. The Saints being only 
en, how are they preſent, being called upon every where, they 
cannot be in all places, ir being the Nature ot God only to be preſent 
in every place. It the Omnipreſence of God be the great Argument 
why we fhould call upon him every "where, then you can room 
real6n why the Saints thould be called npon every where, uſe 
they are not Omnipreſent. We could nor juſtifie Praying ro Chriſt 
cyery where as Mediator, if he were bur a meer Man, becauſe as 
ſuch as he could not be in every place, How then can you juſtifie 
Praying ro'Saints every where as Mediators, fure they cannot as Men 
be in every place. RATS 

Obſerve what St. Ambroſe faith in his Funeral Oration npon Theo- 
doſitis the Emperour : Tu ſolus Domine Invocandus es, Tu Rogandus ut 
eum in filiy Repreſentes. Thau only, -O' Lord, art to be Invocated, 
Thou arr to be Intreated ro _ up the want of him in —_ 

C 2 t 
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& digns habits ſunt Ilufionabus. Who ſhall I find thar might Re- 
concile me to thee ? [Should I go to Angels, with what Prayer ? 
With what Sacraments ? Many _— to rerurn unto thee, 


Mediators, as your Church faith they are, rhen Sr. Aaſtix could have 
lain undex no great difficuky of finding ſome body ro Reconcile him 


gone to the Angels, With what Prayer ? If praying to Angels had been 
a received Doctrine, there would have been Directions given with 
ow, 1d (dp magyar nee way br dy « nmr 4 
be ſaid of the Saints. we go then, with what P > See 
whar he farther faith: I confeſs and know my Soul is Defiled, But who 
ſhall cleanſe it, or to whom elſe fhould T cry beſides thee > Confeſſ. lib. 
Io. Cc, 41, 

$ir, The Queſtion had been alrogether needleſs, or elſe ſoon an- 
ſwered, had your Doctrine been true : the Diftemper that he la- 
boured under, had ſoon been cured, had your ice been law- 
fal. If ir were lawful for St. Auſtine ro cry to none but to God, 
and ſeek redreſs from him, rhen why doth your Church engage us 
ISL GIO is another Saying of the 
ſame Father, that doth appear againft your Practice and 
in Controverſie intheſe, words : Divine & ſingulariter in Eccleſia Ca- 
thalica, traditur nullam Creaturam collendam eſſe, &c. In the Catholick 
Church it is divinely and fingularly delivered, that no Creature is 
to be Worſhipped by the Soul, but only he thar is Creator of all 
_ vantit Anime, C. 34. Ir is apparent that the Word of 
G bejab® you for you" have no warrant from thence, for this 


F 
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afſerrion ; nay, you chave-rhe - expreſs Words of Chriſt x a, 
Mat. 4. 16, Thou ſhalt worſhip the Lard thy God, and him-only ſpak 
thou ſerve : Which Injunfton was delivered by Moſs to rhe Fewr, 
Dent. 6. 13.chap. ro. 20. And by the Propher Samuel, 1 Sam. 7. 3. 
with a Promile of their being deliver'd our of the hands-of the Phs/s- 
Pines : and not only fo, but you have a Tradition'of the Church 
Catholick : Tradirur (faithrhe holy Duttor) in Eccleſia Catholica nul- 
lam Creaturam collendam «ffe. EFrom whence I argue, if no Crea- 
rure is ro be worſkipped but God only, who is rhe Creator of all 
things, then the Saints who-are bur Crearures, are by no means ro be 
worſhipped, becauſe Worſhip is only due ro God, for that he is the 
Creator of all things. Again, the fame DoQtor faith : Chriftus Sacerdos 
eft qui nunc Ingreſſus in tmcoriora vels Solus 4bi ex by qui Carnem Gu- 
Reavorant interpellar pro noby i cujus rei figura in io primo poprlo 
& »n uo prims temple unus ſacerdos intrabat in Sanita Santtorum : 
popmius omng foras flabat : Jeſus Chrilt is the Prieſt, who being now 
emer'd within the Vail alone, there of them that haye been parra- 
kers of Fleſh, doth make Interceſffion for us ; in figure of which 
thing, amongſt that firſt People, and in thar firſt Temple, the Prieſt 
only did- enter into the Holy of Holies, and all rhe People ſtood 
wirhout, Aug. im P{. 64. How came Chriſtio-bea Prieſt > And of 
whar Order is he a Prieſt > The Author ro the Hebrews tells you, 


partakers of the Fleſh. The High-Prieft in the time of the Law was 
a Type of Chriſt, becauſe he wens into the Holy of Holies alone, 
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and all the/People- ood withour':: How: can, that be true ? for you 
fay, That Ohriit did not alone go into the Holy of Holies, bur rhe 
Saints arc entered alſo : Holy Men of the Fews could not-go in, be- 
caule they were not called ro be Prieſts 3 but you croud in the Saints, 
though you can prove no Call. St. Auſtine faith, He alone doth In- 
terceed : Bur you lay, That Chrift doth not Interceed alone. You mult 
by no incanSicantradict your. owt Bellarmme ; he faith thus," The 
Saints in the Old Teſtament were not prayed unto, becauſe they were ſhut 
up in Priſon, they: did not enjoy the Preſence of God, Do the Saints 
now enjoy the Prelence of God in Body and Soul 2 If nor, how can 
they be Prielts ? And how can they interceed for us * How can they 
be ſaid ro have entered within the Veil > Chriſt, our High-Prieft, 
he is riſen from the Dead ; and both in Body and Soul he appears 
in the Preſence of God for.us. Giye me leave rodcal freely with you, 
and tell you, that your Seapleton tells us, -I kat Torrulianus, .Irexers, 
Orizen, St. Chryſoſtome, Theodoret , Oecumenins, TheophylaR, St. Am- 
broſe, Clemen, Romanus, and St. Bernard, did not. believe that the 
Saints were admitred into Heaven, . or had a clear fight of God, rill 
the Reſurrection from the Dead ; therefore they did nat affent ro 
this Sentence, which is defined as a Doctrine of Faith, that the Souls 
of 'the Righteous, enjoy the fighr of God before the-Day of Judg- 
ment; bur did deliver their Opinions contrary, to this Diffinition of 
your Church ; and if fo,: they could nor be of the Opinion, by Bel- 
larmine's own confeſſion, That Men on Earth ſhould pray to them, as 
thoſe of your Church do to this day. Do bur obſerve this Holy Do- 
Ctor once more ſaying thus : Non fit nobu Religio cultus hominum 
Mortuorum quia ſe- pie vixerunt tales non querunt Honores, &c. Ho- 
norandrergo ſunt propter imitationem, non adorands - propter Religio- 
nem : The worſhipping of Men that are-Dead, ſhould be no-parr of 
our Religion, becaule that iPthey lived piouſly, they will nor ſeek thar 


*kind of Honour ; they. are to be henoured therefore for Imitation, 


bur not to be adored for Religion, Aug. de Ver. Relig. cap. 35. If it 
were'no. part of Religion invSt. Auguſtine's time, to: Worlhip Saints; 
rhen by what Authoriry,do: you make the Worſhipping of {Xa ro 
be a part of, your Rehgion. | _ 

Ir lies upon you therefore to juftifie your ſelf from this great ab- 
ſurdiry, of making thar to be a parr of the Chriſtian Religion, which 
is not really ſo. I hope your Saints to whom. you pray, lived and 
dyed in the Faith of our Lord Jeſus.Chrift ; . or as, this great Doctor 


harhi,, they Jived piouſly ; If ſo,- when: did they. claim or challenge 


this Worſhip as due to them 3- for he faith, Theyjwill not ſeek tharkind 
of Honour. - It lies, Sir, upon you zo fatisfie. the Wortd in this parti» 
cular. Again, obſerve, That if the Memories of the Saints and Mar- 


tyrs, be to be honoured only for Inytation, as I have.obſerved before, 


Then 
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Then by what Authority da jou adore them for Religion, ſince the afore- 
faid Dotorrells you, They axe not to be worſhipped for Religion > That 
the Memories of the Saints and Martyrs of our dear Redeemer oughr 
ro-be honoured, thar no Chriltian- will deny ; bur that they ought 
ta be worſhipped, . is by this Doctor plainly forbidden: Again, the . 
faid Father faith : Oratio que non fa per Chriſtum' non poreſt delere. 
racy 1 etiami ipſa fit peccativines The Prayer which 18 nor made 
y Jeſus Chriſt, not only. cannot blor-our Sin, bur itſelf allo is fin, 
Aug. im Pſal: 108. From which ſaying, if tro goto God in the Name 
be. 6 Saints be fin, how much more to go-to the Saints themſelves ; 
for you may: remember rhat our-fins {are ; pardoned far-the ſake of 
Chriit aloge, and that we have na:Promile to receive at-thei/hands of 
God thoſe-things we ask, unleſs we go to hin in.the Name of his 
Son only. And the faid St. Auſtin, in plain tetms, calls. them Here-- 
ricks, _thar, were inclined to, worſhip Angels, De Here. Cap: 29. 
Now if they were Hereticks that were inclined to- worſhip Angels ; 
much more are they which worſhip Saints ; for if the more honou-- 
rable may nar be worſhipped, . then the leſs honourable mult nor ; if 
the firſt be . Herehfie, the latter” cannat be Orthadox, If -this Father 
here condemns the one, how can you,-with xeaſon; pretend to juſt 
fie the other. - | 
St. Chryſoſtame, who was a great Doctor in-the Eaſtern Church, 
In his third Homily onthe firtt Chapter to the Hebrews, hath rhis- 
ſlaying, Why do you gape after Angels, they are Servants to the Son of. 
Gad, and are ſent to drvers places for our ſakss.: Sir, Why do we wor- 
ſhip Jeſus Chriſt, buy becauſe he'is God oyer all, blefled-foreyer, and 
God hath commanded the Angels ro worſhip hin Heb. 1. 6. Pf 97.7 
Bur he neyer commanded us ro Worſhip the Angels ;. for if Worſhip 
be due to the Angels, 'how will ir appear that he was made better 
than the Angels, and that he hath by Inherirance, obtained a- more 
excellent Name than,zhey : Nay, the Apoſtle makes this obſervati- 
on in ver, 5. Untg which of the Angels,” ſaid he, at any rime, Thor 
art my Son, thi day have. I begotten thee, Pl. 2. 7.” And obſerve verſe 
13. of this firſt Chapter to the Hebrews 3 tro which of the Angels faid 
he at any time, Sit thou at my right band, until I make thy Enemies thy 
foorſtool. And if upon theſe Conliderarions, this great Doctor uſerh 
this expreſſion, Why gape ye after Angels. upon the ſame” canſidera- 
tion I may ſay, H/hygapeye after the Saints > To which of the Saines 
laid he ar any time, Thou art. my; Son, this day hgve 1 begotten thee : 
or, Sit thou at my right hand, until I make thine Exemtes thy foorſtool. 
If God by nor ſpeaking this ro the Angels, doth ſhew that they: ought 
not to be worſhipped; then it necetfarily. follows, that. the Saints 
ought not ro be worſhipped, unleſs you cam rell where, and when + 
God uſed ſuch expreſſions to them, .as. he uſed to his San, Again, 


we 


22 A:Piſcourſe yoni the Unlawſulnſi , 


we find thar God made his- fent forth to 
miniſter to them, who ſhall be 


roo Srat and te beg 
—— __— hen 


what can we expect from who are not ſo murh as mini- 
ſtring Spirks, who never were ſent forth by God to miniſter for the 
Mr Foyer the Epiſtle ro the 
m on ro 
ed belpthes j ſhale thou flee, whom wilt thou call ” 
fighe for, and help ther, ſhall it be to Abraham ; how act lieztbers 
ſhall it be to thete Virgins, bur they alſo ſhall imparr none of their 
Oyl unto thee'; ſhalr thou call uporv thy Father, or Grandfather, bur 
none of them ſhall be able- ro releaſe, or celieve thee. Theſe Say- 


ings conſidered, worſhip gone pax rr who hath-power tw 


blor out thine obligation, that flame : You may obſerve 
the” holy hey Faker Res he vary of ls Men ha have a com 
rp the Saints an are diſappointed that expect 
any Relief or from any other but God, | Fherefore the 


holy Doctor adamonifherl Chriſtians: wo. have recourſe.ro God-alone 
who'is able to.-help;, arndto-relieve them. Now, I pray, if: God 
alone is able ro help, and retfeve us, to what end is it us to-have 
recourſe ro Angels and Saints, if they are not able to relieve us, and 
xeleaſe us'?'. Anid what warrant can you pretend from God, ro 


we owe rg 
p of Angels were an Invention of 
r reaſon” have you, or any fober 
ed CIS IT BnNGe of 


in his time; and ay refu- 
ſe who were called Collyr:dians, from the 
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ſhall' farcher, bring 
as it is defined and 


Practice by you defended. Bur in truth, Sr 
; "are no Foundation 'of our -Fairh 
mg "You 
in hand, 


UTEP 
RRGHInn | 


Sir, 


ed Holy Orders pretended 
to Marriage which you calk Sacrilegious. I am inclined to give you 


manifeſt proof of the lawtulneſs of -rhe-Martiage of the Clergy, and .. 
to this end be pleaſed ro wr | 
That Pope Silveſter the firlt ordained in Ecclekaftical 


Wife only, according to the DoRrine of the Holy Apoſtles, Tim. 3. 2, 3. 
Tit. 1. as Platina. St. Huldrich iti his Epiſtle to Nichols the 
firſt, tells him, that Pope Gregory the firſt reſtored lage again 
ro the Prieſts, which he for ſome time before had denied them, when 
he ſaw how many great Inconveniences attended the fingle Life of 
Prieſts, which would rake up roo much rime ro repeat. The whole 
Epiſtle I recommend to re In of your ſerious Confidera- 
ion, in which you may ce that the Marriage of the Clergy is at 
large juſtified, and their:Reſtramed Chaſtity,” or ſingle Life Con- 
demn'd by that Reverend Prelare. - In'a word, Ido afferr thar all 
the Councils, all the Fathers, and all Churches did not condemn 
the Marriage of the Clergy, nor did they efteem their tage Sa* 
ilegi did efteem it Honourable in all Men, they well-&r 
ing-it was Ordained to prevent. Sin, /that they who have not-the 
Gift of Continency might Marry and preſerve themſelyes undefiled 
Members of Jeſus Chriſt. wr] 8 
Sir, there are many other Doctrines and Practices in your Church, 
which are Antichriſtian and Develiſh,” rending to the total over- 
throw- of «re Body of — - 1210N, your Do- 
Erine-of rhe Pope's acy, the fingle Life of the: ( ys 
-private Maſſes, . in rine of the Real Preſence, your Dodrine 
of the Adoration of Images , your holding up the Sacrament 
-over your Heads, that Ignorance 1s the Mother of 
-votion, your 'Dodtrme- of ry, and ing for the :Dead, 
your Doctrine of Juſtification by Works, wen ty that the' Sa- 
crament was called by ' the Fathers.Lord, and God ; theſe are the 
firange Notions of, and 'Poſitions of ' your Chureh. Sir, I will-if 
you pleaſe, begin and engage wirh you in any. one, -er all of theſe 
'Points, therefore you need not give Mr. Needham any trouble in this 
Marter, for though he-wonderfully exceeds:you, or any of yours in 
Parts and Learning, and is much more able to cope with you, then 
perhaps I my ſelf, yer I am art leiſure, and he on the contrary is an 
ys 
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Arrendant on a great Perſon, - and may be diverted from going 
through in ſuch an undertaking, therefore I am ready with all the 
modelty that may be to anſwer por nntnes be pleaſed to turn your 
Pen againſt me, and ſpare your Reflections upon our Church, which 
is yer able ro ſhew it ſelf, and will gain ground, when Babylon ſhall 
be brought down to the. Duſt. Dagon will never ftand before the 
Ark of God, we have the Apoſtles and Prophets for our Foundation, 
and Jeſus Chriſt for the chiet corner Stone, fo thar we cannor fail of 
giving you, or any of yours a Reaſon of ear Faith, when you, or any 
of your Church ſhall demand it of us. 

In your Letter ro Mr. Needham you conclude with a Prayer : Fas 
eft ab hoſte doceri. In mine to you I will conclude with one allo, 
which is, That God would preſerve the Church of England, that he 
would increaſe her Peace, and inlarge her Borders, and make her Fruit- 
ful and Glorious, even as the Garden of God s Fruitful and Glorious ; 
&s for her Enemies, let God Cloath them with Shame and Confuſiom of 
Face, and that in her the Goſpel may Flouriſh ; to this end may all Bleſ- 
ſongs, Gifts, and Graces from the God of Heaven deſcend upon all ber 
Biſhops, Presbyters, and Deacons 3 let God ariſe and pull down Baby- 
lon, and deſtroy all Superſtition and Idolatry, all falſe DoSrine and He- 
reſie, to the Glory of hu Holy Name, and Comfort of all Proteſtants. 
Thu # the hearty Prayer of, 


SIR, 


Yours ſo far s you are Chriſts, 


TITUS OATES, 


OE ENT 


